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Newry, Mourne
and Down

District Council

February 18th, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Sustainability & Environment Committee meeting to be held on
Wednesday, 19th February 2025 at 6:15 pm in Council Chamber, O'Hagan House, Monaghan
Row.

Committee Membership 2024-2025

Councillor G Kearns Chairperson

Councillor C Enright Deputy Chairperson

Councillor T Andrews

Councillor J Brennan

Councillor P Campbell

Councillor K Feehan

Councillor D Finn

Councillor V Harte

Councillor J Jackson

Councillor M Larkin

Councillor O Magennis

Councillor H Reilly

Councillor M Ruane

Councillor D Taylor

Councillor H Young



1.0

2.0

3.0

Agenda

Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks
Declarations of Interest
Action Sheet of the Sustainability and Environment Committee

meeting held on 29 January 2025

[M Action Sheet - 29.01.2025 inc. historic actions updated.pdf

Page 1

Notices of Motion

4.0

5.0

Notice of Motion — Sharing financial information with other
Councils regarding Climate Change

For Decision

1 SE Committee Report - Notice of Motion - Sharing Financial Information with other
Councils to tackle Climate Change.pdf

Notion of Motion — Vital role of trees

For Decision
1 SE Committee Report - Notice of Motion - Vital Role of Trees.pdf

Page 17

Page 21

For Consideration and/or Decision

6.0

7.0

8.0

Revision of Sustainability Charges for financial year 2025/2026

For Decision
1 SE Committee Report - Revision of Waste and Environmental Charges 2025.26.pdf

Application for Bus Shelter at Hilltown Road, Newry

For Decision
[1 SE Committee Report - Application for Bus Shelter at Derryleckagh.pdf

[1 Appendix 1 - Bus Shelter Requests - Hilltown Rd Newry.pdf

DFI Consultation on Active Travel

For Decision
[1 SE Committee Report - Active Travel Consultation 19 Feb 25 .pdf

1 App 1 Dfl Active Travel Plan Consultation NMDDC Draft Response.pdf

Page 24

Page 29

Page 31

Page 33

Page 37



[ App 2 consultation-document-active-travel-delivery-plan.pdf Page 50

1 App 3- NMDDC proposed Dfl active travel maps.pdf Page 65

9.0 On Street Residential Charge Point Scheme (ORCS) Update

For Decision
[1 SE Committee Report - ORCS EV Chargepoint Operator appointment.pdf Page 73

Environment

10.0 Refuse Collection and HRC Arrangements for Public Holidays
2025/2026

For Decision
[1 SE Committee Report - Refuse and HRC Public Holiday Arrangements 2025.26.pdf Page 77

Items deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (NI) 2014

11.0 Waste Contracts
For Decision
This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act
(NI) 2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the

Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of
business.

1 SE Committee Report - DAC Approvals - Waste Management.pdf Not included

12.0 Business Case for the Procurement of Public Analyst Services
For Decision
This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act

(NI) 2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the
Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of

business.
1 SE Committee Report - Public Analyst Contract.pdf Not included
[ Business Case - Public Analyst Tender.pdf Not included

13.0 Business Case for Solar Powered Bins



For Decision
1 SE Committee Report -Solar powered bins 17 Feb 2025.pdf Not included

[ App 1- Business Case Solar powered compacting litterbins Feb 2025.pdf Not included

FOR NOTING Items deemed to be exempt under Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local

Government Act (NI) 2014

14.0 Arc21 Joint Committee Meeting in Committee Minutes of 3
December 2024 & Arc21 Joint Committee Members’ Monthly
Bulletin of 30 January 2025
For Information
This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act
(NI) 2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the
Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of
business.
1 ARC21 - JC093-30Jan25-Item5-JC InCommMinutes-3Dec24.F.pdf Not included
1 ARC21 - JC093-30Jan25-JC MembersBulletin.F.pdf Not included
15.0 Minutes of S&E Working Group 18 December 2024
For Information
This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act
(NI) 2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the
Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of
business.
[1 Action Sheet arising SE Working group 18 December 2024.pdf Not included
1 Public Conveniences Five Yr Plan - SEWG 18.12.24.pdf Not included
[l Climate Change Strategy Update - SEWG 18.12.24.pdf Not included
For Noting
16.0 NI Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste Management
Statistics July to September 2024 publication
For Information
[l lac-municipal-waste-q2-2024-25-report.pdf Page 80
17.0 Arc21 Joint Committee meeting minutes of meeting held 3

December 2024



For Information
[ ARC21 - JC093-30Jan25-Item3-JC Minutes-3Dec24.F.pdf Page 96



Invitees

Clir Terry Andrews



Clir Kate Murphy
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committas

Date of Meeting: 19 February 2025

Subject: Notice of Motion = Sharing Financial Information with Other
Councils to Tackle Climate Change

Reporting Officer Sinead Murphy, Director: Sustainability and Erwvironment

(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Conor Sage, Assistant Director: Sustainability

(Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | |

1.0 [Purpose and Background
1.1 | The purpose of this report is to facilitate discussion on the Motice of Motion received from
Councillor Enright as deferred from the Councll Meeting of 13" January 2025, In accordance with
standing order 16.1.16, Sharing Financial Information with Other Councils to tackle Climate

Change.

1.2 | The following Mation was received from Councillor Enright:

Council notes its declaration of Climate Emergency in 2019 and the slow pace of
prograss in tackling this issue since then.

Council commits to finding and sharing knowledge on best practice projects with
other Councils to both tackle climate change and to benefit the financial situation
Council and Ratepayer,

Council notes that other Councils like West Suffolk, Dundee, Warrington and many
others have generously shared detailed financial figures on best practice with
Newry Mourne and Down District Council and other Councils across these islands.
Our Council undertakes to adopt a policy of also generously sharing all knowledge
on ways of reducing cost, increasing revenues and broadening the rates base with
a view to helping other councils identify financial opportunities arising from
tackling the Climate Crisis”.

The Motion was seconded by Councilior Sharvin
2.0 | Key Issues

2.1 | In the key issues from the Notice of Motion have been set out below:

Council notes its declaration of Climate Emergency in 2019 and the slow pace of
progress in tackling this issue since then.

The Coundil have committed to delivering on sustainability and climate change. This commitment
is contained in the Council's Corporate Plan and is being monitored and actioned through the
annual Business Plans,

The commitment to delivering on sustainability and dimate change is managed through the
following governance arrangements:

+  Sustainability and Environment Warking Group
# Sustainability and Environment Committes
& Full Council
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& number of Councillors have been nominated to sit on the Sustainability and Environment
Working Group including:

Clir Enrigiht Clir Andrews
Clir Clarke Clir Mathers
Clir Finn Clir Jackson.

The working group meets on a quarterly basic and actions are reviewed by officiale and reported
through the Sustainability and Envirenment Committees.

Council approved additional resource for Sustainability and Climate through Strategy Policy and
Resources Committee in October 2024 and this Is included within the 2025/26 Rate. This
provides an additional Sustainability Officer, providing a compliment of three Sustainability
Officers plus the Head of Sustainability.

The Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy for Newry, Mourne and Down District Council is
in draft farmat and an update was provided to the warking group in December 2024,

an all-Councillor workshop is being schedubed for March 2025 to consider the draflt Strategy prior
to submission to Committee and Full Councll for approval to issue for public consultation.

This Strategy will provide the direction and action plan for the Council up to 2030.

2.2

Council commits to finding and sharing knowledge on best practice projects with
other Councils to both tackle climate change and to benefit the financial situation
Council and Ratepayer.

MNewry Mourne and Down Districk Council Officers participate in a wide range of regional
forums and are actively engaged in sharing knowledge and best practice with other
Councils including the:

Regional Energy Managers Forum

Fegional Sustainable Development Forum

Society of Local Government Chief Executives {Qimate Working Group)
Co-operation Ireland — All Island Local Authority Forum (Climate Working Group)

&5 a member of APSE Council also have access to a network of shared information across NI,
England, Scotland and Wales.

Council have and will continue to share/access information and best practice through thess
forums.

2.3

Cauncil notes that other Councils like West Suffolk, Dundee, Warrington and many
others have generously shared detailed financial figures on best practice with
Mewry Mourne and Down District Council and other Councils across these islands.

Council can access information as appropriate from Councils across the UK and Ireland through
the warious networks lisbed above.

It should be noted that the information referred above was not shared with Newry Mourne and
Cown Coundil but was provided to Qlr Enright through a Freedom of Information request.
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24 | Our Council undertakes to adopt a policy of also generously sharing all knowledge
on ways of reducing cost, increasing revenues and broadening the rates base with
a view to helping other councils identify financial opportunities arising from
tackling the Climate Crisis

#s per 2.2 above Council participate in a number of forums sharing and gaining knowledge on
best practice in tackling Climate Crisis Ffrom other Councils across the UK and Ireland.

[t should be noted that Coundl regularly participates in regional procurement programmes with
ather Councils where financial information is shared appropriately to develop tender
specifications for new contracts. For example:

« Joint Energy Procurement Group for Energy Contracts
« OnStreet Residential ChargePoint Scheme (ORCS)
FASTER Projoct

3.0 | Recommendations

3.1 | Members are asked to consider the report and note the following:

+« The Councils governance arrangements in relation to Sustainability and Climate Change
« The Councils participation in forums to enable sharing of information and best practice
« The Councils participation in regional procurement programmes to maximise refurn

4.0 | Resource implications

4.1 | Mo additional resources associated with this report,

5.0 | Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)

5.1 | General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or conneéction to, spacific
egquality and good refations outcomes
n/a O

5.2 | Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy,. poficy initiative or practice and /

Yes[d MNo &
If ves, please complete the following:
The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality |
screened
The palicy (strategy, palicy initiative or practice and [/ or decision) will be subject to O

eguality screening prior to implementation

5.3 | Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address

barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate =
time for groups to consult amongst themsealves

O
Consultation period will be 12 weeks
Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided) =
Ralionale:
n/a

6.0 | Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)
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6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy [ strategy /
plan / designing and/or delivering a public service
Yes (0 Mo &

If yes, please complets the following:
Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed

7.0

Appendices

Mone

Background Documents

Mone
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committas

Date of Meeting: 19 February 2025

Subject: Naotice of motion — Vital Role of Trees

Reporting Officer “Sinead Murphy, Directer: Sustainability and Ervironment
(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Conror Sage, Assistant Director: Sustainability
(Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only

1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1 | The purpose of this report is to facilitate discussion on the Notice of Motion received from
Councillor Truesdale as deferred from the Coundil Meeting of 13™ January 2025, In accordance
with standing order 16.1.16, Vital Role of Trees

1.2 | The following Mation was received from Councillor Truesdale:

"This Council recognises the vital role of trees in enhancing the health and well-
being of people and communities, addressing climate change, and supporting
biodiversity; commits to raising awareness among residents about these benefits
and to actively support efforts to plant and protect the right trees in the right
places and for the rights reasons, ensuring that everyone can share in the benefits
trees provide; and, will commit to exploring how we can education and raise
awareness of trees, the role they play in all our lives across Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council.”

The Motion was seconded by Coundilior Enright.

2.0 | Key Issues

2.1 | The Coundil Tree Strategy and associated action plan was approved as a working document at
the Sustainability and Environment Committes in October 2023. The Strategy highlights the vital
role that trees play with respect to health and wellbaing, impacts on climate change and in
supporting biodiversity.

Morthern Ireland ranks as one of the least wooded regions in Europe with just 8.7% woodland
compared to European average of 37%.

2.2 | The benefits from trees are well understood, in terms of creating resilient landscapes, those that
can absorb and recover from natural and human pressures, adapt to future change and retain
a diverse range of wildlife and benefits for people.

The Sodo-Environmental benefits are extensive, incuding:

« Imrpoved Air & water quality
= Flood alleviation
« Climate adaptation through carbon sequestration
« Biodiversity support
Improved physical and mental health
= Provision of community spaces
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+« Moise reduction
« Cultural significance

2.3 | Another kay objective of the tree strategy is Partnership Working, Council endeavour to engage
with key stakeholders to help ta reach the national target of 13% tree coverage by 2030, This
includes working with the public, including schools to raise the awareness and understanding
the importance of nature through school-based activities and workshops.,

2.4 | Council Biodiversity Strategy was approved at the Sustainability and Environment Committes in
Decemnber 2024. The Biodiversity Strategy and Actiom Plam will guide the protection and
enhancemeant of biodiversity across Mewry Mourne and Down over the next & years., The aims
of the Biodiversity Strategy are:

« To conserve and enhance the rich biodiversity of the district for both current and future
generations.

= Educate and raise awareness of the importance and varisty of biodiversity found within
Mewry, Mourne and Down district area.

«  Encourage local ownership of Newry, Mourne and Down district’s biodiversity.

Theme Z within the strategy relates to Trees and woodland. It highlights the significance of our
trees and woodlands as well as the challenges from dimate change, inappropriate development,
pollution, attack from deadly disease etc, Newry Mourmne and Down District Council understand
the importance of planting native treas and hedgerows. Newry Mourne and Down District only
has 5.58% woodland cover. As above, the tree strategy aims to increase woodland cover to
13% by 2030,

Council will continue to work in partnership with businesses, community groups and schoolks to
plant native trees, For example, at least 10,000 free trees have been given away for biodiversity
since 2015,

3.0 | Recommendations

3.1 | Members are asked to consider the report and note the following:

« Councl continues to implement to actions within the Biodiversity Strategy and Tree
strategy

= Continue to work with local community groups, businesses and stakeholders on
creation of new woodiands across the district

= Continue to raise awareness of Sustainability and Biodiversity issues at Council events

and workshops.

4.0 | Resource implications

4.1 | No additional resources associated with this report,

5.0 | Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)

5.1 | General progosal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
aquality and good relations outcomes
r/a O

5.2 | Proposal relates fo the introduction of a strateqgy, poficy initiative or practice and /
Yes O Mo E
If ves, please complete the following:




The palicy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or dadision) has been equality
screened

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or dedsion) will be subject to
eguality screening prior to implementation

Back to Agenda

5.3

Proposal inftfating consuftation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate
time for groups to consult amongst themselves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

Rabionale:
g

6.0

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy [/ strategy /
plan { designing and/or delivering a public service
Yes O No E

[f yes, please complete the following:
Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed

Appendices

Mone

Background Documents

« Council Tree Strategy
» Cpundil Biodiversity Strategy https:/www. newrymournedown.org/biodiversiby
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committes

Date of Meeting: 19 February 2025

Subject: Waste and Environmental Health Charges 2025/26
Reporting Officer Sinead Trainor, Assistant Director: Environment
(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Sinead Trainor, Assistant Director: Environment
(Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | |

1.0 | Purpose and Background

11 | The purpose of this report I5 o seek approval from the Sustainability and Environment
Committee in relation to the charges applied by the Environment section for various supplies
and servicas.

This repart presents the annual review of the cale of charges for 2025/26, which are proposed
to take effect from 01 April 2025 to 31 March 2026.

2.0 | Key Issues

2.1 | Waste Charges

The Waste Management section currently charges for the following services:
Purchase of Wheeled Bins and spare parts

Trade/Commercial Waste Collections Services

Trade/Commerdal Waste received at Housshold Recycling Centres
Domestic Bulky Collection Service

Annually the pricing structure for waste collection charges and new and replacemeant bins and
parts are reviewed. Council are obliged to apply charges, calculated on bin size, for collection
af wastas at Commercial Premisas.

Council Waste Strategy seeks to encourage recycling and minimisation of black bin waste
charges for coflection and disposal of non-recycling wastes are notably higher,

The full details of the proposed pricing structure for 2025/26 is detailed in Appendix 1.

2.2 | Environmental Health Charges

Environmental Health Officers issue Ship Sanitation Exemption and Ship Sanitation Control
Certificates on request by shipping vessel owners or their agents on arrival to shipping ports
{mainly Warrenpoint Port) in the District.

The legal basis for charging is detailed within regulation (EU) 2017/625 on official controls and
other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and fead law.

Mewry Mourne and Down District Council are 8 Corporate Member of the Association of Port
Health Authorities (APHA), APHA has recommended that all members institute a standard
charging regime for the use of Ship Sanitation Exemption and Ship Sanitation Control
Certificates.
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The revised charges for 2025/26 are as follows:

SHIP SANITATION INSPECTION CHARGES 2025/26=

Gross Tonnage Old Rate (2024/25) MNew Rate (2025/26)
Up to 1000 £135 £140
1001 to 3000 E1B5 £1890
3001 to 10000 E270 £280
10001 to 20000 ] £355 £365
20001 to 30000 £450 £465
Cher 30000 £520 £535
Vesseals with 50 = 1000 E520 E535
PErsons
Vessels with = 1000 £330 £915
Extensions £105 £110
3.0 | Recommendations
Members are asked o approve:
s Approve the Proposed Waste Management Services Scale of Charges 2025/26 as set out in
Appendix 1
4.0 | Resource implications
4.1 | Officer time is required to ensure that staff are aware of the pricing, to update and configure
literature and computerised systems.
5.0 | Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
____|relevant sections)
5.1 | General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
egquality and good relations outcomes
n/a r
5.2 | Proposal refates to the introduction of a strategy, policy initiative or practice and /
or sensitive or contentious decision.
Yes 1 No A
If yes, please complete the following:
The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has bean eguality O
screensd
The paolicy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to O
eguality screening prior to implementation
5.1 | Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adeqguate =
time for groups to consult amongst themselves

1

Consultation period will be 12 weeaks,

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

Ranmionale:
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a
6.0 | Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1 | Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy [ strateqy /
plan / designing and/for delivering a public service
Yes L1 Mo =
If ves, please complate the following:
Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed O

7.0 | Appendices

Appendix 1 — Proposed Waste Management Scale of Charges 2025/26

‘8.0 | Background Documents
Mone




Appendix 1 — Waste Management Scale of Charges 2025/26

1. Bin Purchases

Back to Agenda

BLACK BLUE BROWN
BIN PRICES (Domestic & Trade) RESIDUAL | RECYCLING | RECYCLING
BIN BINS BINS
140 litre bin £32.00 £21.00 E23.00
240 litre bin E37.00 E26.50 £26.50
360 litre bin £09.00 £53.00 NSA
660 litre bin £122.00 E106.00 /A
1100 itre bin £154.00 £138.00 /A
Delivery charge (per delivery) £5.00
2. Replacement Bin Parts
REPLACEMENT PARTS

Axles & Wheels collected from depot {140 litre & 240 litre) £3.40
Replacement lid collected from depot (140 litre & 240 litre) E16.00
Replacement parts delivered {currently only available Greenbank) E5.00

3. *Bulky Household Waste

2025/2026

Bulky Collection {maximum 5 items)

£12.75
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Quantity of Waste 2025/2026
Car Boot ER.OD
Carfull £37.00
Small van up to 1.5 GVW £37.00
Small rallerup o2 x 1L.5m E37.00
Large van assumed weight (.84 tonne £117.00
Large trailer (bwin axeal) E117,00
Commercial recyclable waste (max & x bags or
equivalent) FREE
Car Tyre (No commercial tyres accepted) per tyre
(max = 4) £2.00
* Note: Prices are V.A.T. inclusive
5. ** Trade Waste Kerbside Collection Charges
Residual Waste "ﬁf"a;: :‘;‘? Rm'“ [?;rnr;.!:r:f
{Blue Bin) Bin)
140 litre bin £5.50 £4.20 £4.20
240 litre bin £3.80 £5.30 £5.30
360 litre bin £9.00 £6.30 M A
660 litre bin £16.50 £11.10 M/A
1100 litre bin E15.20 £17.00 MY A

*¥ Note: Collection charges are V.A.T. exempt

6. Charities

Charities to pay for the purchass of bins, they will receive a free collection sarvice for
1 % 2400 black, 1 x 240L blue and 1 x 2400 brown per fortnight. Any additional usage

is subject to standard Trade Waste Charges.
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Report to: Sustainability & Environment Committes

Date of Meeting: 19" February 2025

Subject: Application for Bus Shelter at Hilltewn Road {Derryleckagh),
Reporting Officer gmaner Head of Facilities Management

Contact Officer Claran Og Mussen, Fadlities Coordinator (West)

Confirm how this Report should be treated by placing an x in either: -

| For decision | X | For noting only | |
1.0 Purpose and Background
1.1 The Council is empowered under the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions {NI)
Order 1985, with the consent of the Department for Infrastructure (NI} to erect and
maintain an any road within the district, shalters for the protection from weather of
persons waiting to enter public service vehicles.
Attached at Appendix 1 is a report providing an update on requests with
recommendations provided for approval/consideration.
20  Keyisswes
2.1 « A reguest was received fraom Councillor Selina Murphy for the reinstaterment of a
Council shelter at Hilltown Road, MNewry.
« The original Council shelter was destroved by a vehicle collision,
» [ue to safety concerns with original location, it was decided to seek an altemative
location
« Following the consultation process in line with Council Palicy thera were no
objections received.
« The recommendations provided are in line with Council Policy on bus shelters.
3.0 Recommendations
3.1 » To note contents of this report.
» Agree to the installation of a new bus shelter at Hilltown Rd, Newry as per the
recommendations stated in Appendix L
4.0 Resource implications
4.1 | Costs assaciated with ihi5"|:|r|:u:u'rér'riéht' will be funded from the Council's l!fapi"'r.él E!-udget
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2.0

Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete
the relevant sections)

5.1

General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
equakity and good refations outcomes

It i= not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon aguality of ]
opportunity or good relations

5.2

Proposal refates to the introduction of a strategy,. poficy initiative or practice
and / or sensitive or contentious decision

TEED NDE

If ves, please complete the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality ]
SCreemned

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to __|
equality screening prior to implementation -

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

-'F'ruznpcnsal rEI'EEE?En_d-ETJEIching, adh-_pirng, -i'nqp-iernenfing or rE'.r-'ﬁs'ing a pnllqr_f

strategy / plan [ designing and/or delivering a public service

TE&D I"1I|:|

If yes, please complete the following:
Fural Meeds Impact Assessmeant completed ]

7.0

Appendices

Appendix 1: Bus Shelter Requests - Hilltown Rd, Newry

8.0

Background Documents

8.1

Mane
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Appendix 1: Report on Bus Shelter Requests

= LML LAl oL L

New bus shelter at Hilitown Road, Newry
Background & Summary of Findings to date

Electad representative Clr Seling Murphy requested that Coundl consider replacement
of a bus shelter at Hilltown Road, Newry (Derryleckagh Corner).

The arginal Council bus shelter located at the corner was destroyed by a vehicle collision
in 2021 and was subsequently never replaced.

A site meeting was arranged with elected representitives, residents, Translink and
Council Officers. After some disscussion it was agreed that the orginal location at the
corner was high risk for bus shelter users which was evident from the road collision
which destroyed it.

It was agreed that Council would look into a new location further along the road away
from the corner junction.

After unsuccessfully consulting for two different locations for a bus shelter, a third
option has recived no objections from all consultees. Below is a photograph showing the
proposed location of the new bus shelter which will be cantilvier type with a steel frame
and perspex screening.

Proposed Locotion
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Table 1 below summarises consultation process which has been carried out having
regard to Council Policy Reguirements.

Table 1
Consultee Response Comment
DFl Roads No objections Complies with Policy
PSNI Mo objections Complies with Policy
Translink More than 20 passengers use this Complies with Policy

fus stop over the course of a day

Local property 3 properties located within Complies with Policy
owners/residents 50 metres of proposed
within 50 metre location. No objections
radius of proposed | were recejved.
site

Recommendations

As all policy requirements have been met it is recommended to approve the installation of a bus
shelter in the proposed location of Hilltown Road, Newry.
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committes

Date of Meeting: 19 Pebruary 2025

Subject: Consultation Response = Draft Active Travel Delivery Plan for NI
(DAT)

Reporting Officer Conor Sage, Assistant Director, Sustainability

(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Eamonn Keaverey, Head of Sustainability

(Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | X

1.0 | Purpose and Background
1.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this report is o seek Sustainability and Environment Committee approval
of the attached Consultation response, which is due to be submitted on behalf of the
Council 28 February 2025.

The consultation relates to Northern Ireland’s Active Travel Delivery Plan which will set out
the Department of Infrastructure’s plans for developing and transforming the active trawvel
infrastructure over the naxt 10 years.

1.2 Backaround:
This public consultation by the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) aims to consult on the

proposed Active Travel Delivery Plan for NI.

The plan is about delivering a bold transfarmation for our communities, It will create the
foundations of a more active, sustainable transport system, tackling the climate crisis, and
providing safe and healthy travel options for all our citizens. Active travel will be at the
heart of this transformation.

2.0 Key issues

2.1 The Department for Infrastructure defines Active Travel as: "Travelling by physically active
means such as walking, whesling, or cycling”.

Active travel infrastructure includes footways, footpaths, cycle tracks, cycle lanes,
crossings, juncton treatments and bridges. Greenways and shared use paths, lighting in
urban areas, cycle parking, signage and wayfinding information are also included.

Active travel offers a wide range of benafits that enbance our health, envirenment,
economy, and sociaty, By incorporating active travel into our daily lives, wea can create
healthier communities, reduce our environmental impact, and build more vibrant,
connectad communities,

2.2 Owver one third of journeys in Northem Ireland are less than two miles long, and two thirds
are |lass than five miles long. These shorter distances offer a tremendous opportunity
for active travel [o become a practical and attractive option for many people.

2.3 By providing attractive trawvel options, we empower people to make more sustainable
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

choices, With safe, reliable, and accessible activie traval infrastructure, individuals are
more likely to embrace healthier alternatives to driving, This shift can kead to more vibrant
places where traffic congestion and air quality are less of an issue and our streets feel
safer and more pleasant for everyone,

The Climate Change Act {Northern Ireland) 2022 underscores the crucial role of active
travel in addressing climate goals. It mandates the development of sectoral plans for
transport which set a minimum spend on active travel from the overall transport budgets
of 10%. Meeting this commitment will require a significant increase in investment,

A comprehensive plan is essential to maximise the benefits of this increased investment.
The long-term vision of the Plan is to create a seamless, integratad network that allows
more people, regardless of age or ability, to choose active travel. The vision also focuses
on consistency in design, ensuring that new infrastructure meets the highest levels of
safety and accessibility.

This Active Travel Delivery Plan sets out how DT will prioritise and deliver high-quality
active travel infrastructure within our urban and rural settlements, over the next 10 years.

The plan will be instrumental in ensuring that the infrastructure is consistently designed to
be safe, accessible, and interconnected, encouraging more people to walk, wheel, or cycle
as part of their daily routine., It is recognised that for most people, active travel is likely to
be a more attractive option for shorter journeys rather than longer anes, This Active Travel
Delivery Plan focuses on those shorter everyday journeys for the benefit of local
communities.

DAI state that they want to ensure that investment in active travel brings the maximum
benefit possible to the greatest number of people. Realising these benefits requires people
to shift modes of transport, from using private cars to active travel. The greatest potential
for this modal shift is in urban areas with higher population numbers. For the purposs of
this Plan, DI are using the NISRA definition of urban areas as those with a population of
owver S000.

A draft response has been provided by NMDDC, as provided as Appendix 1. The
response broadly agrees with the aims of the DfI Active Travel Delivery Plan however it

does express some reservations about the planned extent of development over the next
10 years which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Council welcomes the positive engagement which it has had with DfI in particular the
local DT Active Travel Unit. Ongoing engagement has led to good development work on
the ground and good engagement with local stakeholders via the council. Many good
pokential routes have been identified and examined and we look forward to the next stage
of seeing more infrastructure being built and developed over the coming years.

We are happy to see that many of these routes has been included in the Plan,

Council is expressing some concern about the Plan excluding important smaller villages
and settlements in particular in rural areas (due to the 5000 population limit used) and
seeks reassurance that these smaller settlements will also be given adequate active travel
infrastructure particularly where thers are rural schools and other rural amenities and
meeting places.
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Active Travel infrastructure within urban areas is vital and the plan focussas on this but it
would be good to see a similar focus on connectivity between towns and villages within
the district and with neighbouring districts to ensure safe modes of travelling further
afield.

It is welcome to see the promise of a renewed programme of Greenways development
ovier the next 10 years which will help with connectivity between settlements for work,
schools, amenities and leisune/tourism.

As well as the development of infrastructure which is vital and welcome there needs to be
& plan on how to finance ongoing maintenance and repairs to ensure the new enhanced
network remains at a good, safe and acceptable level for use by the public,

Further comments are included for consideration in the attached Consultation Response in
Appendix 1 as are the backoround, propasals and quastions posed by DIT.

Appendix 2 is the Draft DfT Active Travel Delivery Plan document

Appendix 3 also provided contains Maps of proposed routes provided by DFT as part of the
draft Plan (Appendix 10 in consultation documents).

Please note that the deadline for consultation responses is 28" February 2025.

As the submission deadline falls before the next full Council meeting the submission will be
made with the caveat that it is subject to review by Council, and so our responss can bea
retracted or changes can be made if required.

31

Recommendations
Members are asked to approve:

=« The submission of the Consultation response on behalf of NMDDC to Department
for Infrastructure on the proposed Active Travel Delivery Plan for NI in Appendix 1.

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

MiA

Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete
the relevant sections)

5.1

General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
equality and good refations outcomes

It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon equality of Iﬁ
oppartunity or good relations x

5.2

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, policy initiative or practice
and / or sensitive or contentious decision

*.'eslj NDIE

If yes, please complate the fallowing:




5.3

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and [/ or decision) has bean aquality |:|

screenad

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and [/ or decision) will be subject to ]

equality screening prior to implementation

Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Saction 75 equality categories to participate and allow
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themselhves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

Rationale:

Back to Agenda
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6.0

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or ravising a policy [
strategy / plan [/ designing and/or delivering a public service

ves L] no [X]

If yes, please complete the following:

Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed

Appendices

Appendix 1 — The Draft Consultation Response
Appendix 2 — The Draft DfI Active Travel Delivery Plan document
Appendix 3 - Maps of proposed routes in NMDDC provided by DfI

8.0

Background Documents

Active Travel Delivery Flan | Department for Infrastructurs
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ACTIVE TRAVEL DELIVERY PLAN CONSULTATION

Draft Comments/Responses from Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
are in RED Text below for consideration.

The response will be submitted online to meet the deadline of 28" February
2025. This is a word version incorporating our Draft Responses to allow for
easy access and feedback, comments, etc.

As the submission deadline falls before the next full Council meeting the
submission will be made with the caveat that it is subject to review by Council,
and so our response can be retracted or changes can be made if required.

Overview

Crver one third of journays in Northern Ireland are less than two miles long, and two thirds
are lass than five miles long, Thesea shorter distances offer a remendous opportunity for
active travel to become a practical and attractive oplion for many people.

This Active Travel Delivery Plan sets out how the Department for Infrastructure will prioritise
and deliver high-quality active travel infrastructure, for shorer everyday joumeys within
urban and rural settlements, over the next 10 years. The plan will be instrumental in ensuning
that the infrastructure iz consistently designed to be safe, accessible, and interconnecied,
encouraging more people o walk, wheel, or cycle as parl of their daily rouline,

Why your views matter

By commenting on our proposals, you can help shape the developing active travel network
in your area and the Departmeant’s overall approach o active travel investmant.
Responses (o the consultation can be submitted via the link at the bottomn of this page.

It is planned to hold a number of engagement events during the consultation period if you
waould like mora information before responding.

Dates, times and locations will be posted on the Department's website, social media feeds
and the Events section below as it becomes available.

If you require a paper copy of the questionnaire, please contact us at:
activetravel@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Wea wiould like to recaive your comments by 28th February 2025,

Why is an Active Travel Delivery Plan Needad?

By providing attractive travel oplions, we empower paople to make more sustainable
choices. With safe. reliable, and accessible active travel infrastructure, individuals are more
likaly 1o embraca healthier altarnativas to driving. This shift can lead 1o more vibrant places
where traffic congestion and air guality are less of an issue and our streats feal safer and
more pleasant for everyone,

While we have the Balfast Cycle Netwark Defivery Plan and the Stratagic Plan for
Greenways, up until now there was no plan for the North for the delivery of active travel
infrastructure. Historically, delivery has sometimes leaned towards less technically complex
schemes, resufting in a lack of consistency and connectivity. Without a unified plan, many
areas remain underserved by active travel opticns, fimiting the overall impact of the
investment.

The Climate Change Act (Morthem Ireland) 2022 underscores the crucial role of active fravel
in addreszing climate geals. t mandates the development of sectoral plans for transport
which set a minimum spend on active travel from the overall transport budgets of 10%,
Meaaling this commitment will require a significant increasa in investmeant.
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A comprehensive plan is essential to maximise the benefits of this increased investmeant.
Cwur long-term vision is to create a seamless, integrated network that allows more people,
regardless of age or abifity, to choose active travel. Qur vision also focused on consistency
in design, ansuring that new infrastructure maets the highast levels of safety and
accessibility. We invite you to comment on our proposals, to help shape the developing
active travel network in your area and the Department’s overall approach to active travel
imvestment.

What is your name? Name (Required)

Mewry, Moume and Down District Council

What is your email address?
If yvou enter yvour email address then you will automatically receive an acknowledgement
email when you submit your responsea.

Email eamonn.keaveney@nmandd.ong

Are you responding on behalf of:{Required)
Please select only one ifem

Individual
Chrganisation -

If ywou are responding on behall of an organisation, please provide the name of your organisation

end autling which groups of paopla it represents:

Mewry, Maurnma and Down District Councii

Local Authority

For individuals please sslect yvour most commaon mode of transpart for shart journeys?

L
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Prioritisation of Potential Active Travel Routes

To ensura we pricritise investment aflectively, we have devaloped an assessment
framework that will allow us to assess and score potential active travel routes.

The framework considers the extent to which a route will connect people to existing places of
interast, as well as any potential barriers to delivery such as land ownership and ecological
matters. The places of interest considered include such things as schools, leisure facilities,
areas of employmeant and many other local amenities. It also considars the connections that
could be priortised to maximize banafits for individuals, the environment and society.

We identifiad three key connection types which we believe offer the greatest potential o
realise these benefits, We have placed a particular emphasis on these in our assessment
framework.

Connections to local schoaols

Many people are concerned about safety and congestion in the vicinity of schools. Improving
the active traval infrastructure around schools 1o encourage parents and children to travel
actively for the school run, can improve safety and bring heaith benefits for pupils and
parents alike. By investing in such infrastructure, we empower young people to adopt
sustainable habits that can last a lifetime.

Connections to public transport

Combining active travel and public transport is & great way for people to reduce their
depandenca on the car and reducea thelr carban footprint. Reducing the impact of traffic
congestion by reducing the number of people who are dependent on the private car for their
commute, can help to make our cities more attractive, sustainable and successful.

Connections to town centres

Creating better connections to local centres will make it easier for people to access the
amenities they use every day. This can lead to increased footfall, making these local centres
mare vibrant and commercially attractive.

The assessmant framawork can bae applied to anywhere people have 8 desire ta get from Ato B.
This wall form the basis for how we will priortise investment in active travel infrastructure,

Do you agree that we have emphasised the right things?

(Peguredy Strorgly Agien Agres houtrpl Dzngran Srangly Tiesgres
Connecions i losal sorhocks X

Meams skl ool ane lmm

Cormetlens bo puble mermpod X
Mgy it L A O

Cormmeciing o losn cenins K
Mizam wn'vd ol o mm

Are there other types of journey or connections that you think should have
more influence on where we focus investment inactive travel infrastructure?
The council agrees with the 3 proposed key connection types above,

We believe the development of Park and Ride combined with Active Travel Hubs for
some of our busier towns should also be considered under the "Connections to
Transport’ element. These Park and Ride systems should be designed to
accommodate car users to park their cars outside a town and travel into towns such
as Newcastle for example via public transport or using cycling or walking routes
linking them to important amenities.
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We also believe that an additional *Key Connection Type' for ‘Major Amenities” such
as for example the Mourne Mountains or similar amenities should be considered.
This will provide good active travel access for locals and visitors alike and help with
congestion at busy periods induding for example during events or festivals.

Active Travel Network Delivery Plans

We have used our assessment framework o identify a network of pricrity routes, for delivery
over the next 10 yvears, and future rouies. We have also identified routes where the existing
active travel infrastructure could be enhanced.

We are proposing to phase delivery as set out below, We believe this is a reasonahble
estimate of what we can deliver based on ramping up active travel invesiment to meest our
Climate Change Act cbligations by 2030.

Priority routes (0-10 Years): This phase will see the delivery of over 200km of high-quality
active travel infrastructure. These are the routes that we have assessad as having the
potential to deliver the greatest benefits on completion,

Future routes (104 Years): This phase will see the delivery of over 1000km of high-guality
active travel infrastructure which will deliver a high-quality, connected network that is
accessible and attractive 1o as wide a range of people as possible.

Active Travel Network Delivery Plans have been developed for 42 settlements within the
fallowing Council Araas:

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council
Antrim

Bakyclara

Crumlin

Mewtownabbay

Randalstown

Ards and North Down Borough Council
Bangor

Comber

Oonaghades

Halywood

MNewtownards

Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council
Armanh

Banbridge

Craigavon

Dromaore

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
Ballycastla

Ballymoneay

Colaraine

Limavacy

Portrush

Fortstewart

Derry City and Strabane District Council
Derry/Londondemy
Strabane
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Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
Fermanagh

Omagh

Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council
Lisburn City

Carryduff

retropolitan Castlaneagh

Metropolitan Lisbum

Mid and East Antrim Borough Council
Ballymena

Carrickfergus

Greenisland

Larmne

Mid Ulster District Council
Magherafait

Cookstown

Cozlisland

Cungannan

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
Ballynahinch

Downpatrick

Killeel

Mewcastle

Mewry

Warrenpaint

Priority Routes

Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council ATDP
The following settliements are situated within Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council

Ballynahinch
Downpatrick
Kilkeal
Newcastle
Mewry
Warrenpoint

Our assessment framework has identified Priorty Routes in the settlements below {(no
priority routes have been identified in Ballvnahinch and Warrenpoint)

See also attached Appendix 20 with Dfi Maps of proposed active fravel routes.
Dil's online Maps have additional interactive properties.

(Flease comment on as many selllements as you wish before condinuing o the next
GLastion)
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Do you agraa with the Priority Routas for Downpatrick?

Raute 1. Flying Horse Rosd/Ardglass Road Junction to Killough Roed Junction
Flease select only one jkam

Cha el agree wilth the Pricrity Boutes for Downpatinck? YES X e

if you wish to expand on your answer above or if you have any alternative routes that you
feel may bring more banefit to the local community and should be prioritised above those
identified, please do so0 in the box below:

The Council agrees with the Priority routes for Downpatrick,

The Council broadly agrees with the aims of the DfI Active Travel Delivery Plan however it
does express some resarvations about the planned extent of development over the next 10
wears which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Council welcomes the positive engagement which it has had with DF] in particular the
local DFT Active Travel Unit and the central DT Active Travel Department. Ongaing
engagement has led to good development work on the ground and good engagement with
local stakeholders via the Council. The Council has provided a large amount of proposed
routes and local knowledge of potential opportunities to Df through the consultation
process to date. Many good potential routes have been identified and examined and we look
forward to the next stage of seeing more Infrastructure being built and developed over the
coming vears. We hope that the additional routes in these towns and other areas which the

Council has provided to and discussed with OFI to date will also be considered for
development in the near future

We are happy to see that many of these routes have been included in the Plan.

Co yvou agree with the Priority Routes for Kilkeel?
Route 1 Enockahres Avenue

Please selact only ang ibam

Raute 2; Moume Ezplanade

Pilegase selact only ana itam

Do vour agree with the Priority Routes for Klikeel? YEE X (] )

If you wish to expand on your answer above or if you have any alternative routes that you
feel may bring more benefit to the local community and should be prioritised above those
identified, please do 5o in the box below.

The Council agrees with the Priority routes for Kilkeel.
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The Council broadly agress with the aims of the DfT Active Travel Delivery Plan howewver it
does express some reservations about the planned extent of development over the next 10
years which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Council welcomes the positive engagement which it has had with Df in particular the
local DMT Active Travel Unit and the central DT Active Travel Dapartment. Ongoing
engagement has led to good development work on the ground and good engagement with
local stakeholders via the council. The Council has provided a large amount of proposed
routes and local knowledge of potential opportunities to DfT through the consultation
process Lo date, Many good potential routes have been identified and examined and we look
forward to the next stage of seeing more infrastructure being built and developed aver the
coming years, We hope that the additional routes in these towns which the Council has
provided to and discussed with DFI to date will also be considerad for development in the
near future

We are happy to see that many of these routes have been included in the Plan.

D wou agraa with the Priority Boutes for Mewcastle?

Roule 1: Castlewellan Road from Dundrurm Road to Settlament Limit
Please selact only onea itam
Da you agree with the Priority Routes for Mewcastla? YES X MO

if you wish to expand on your answer above or if you have any alternative routes that you
feel may bring more benefit to the local community and should be prioritised above those
identified, please do so in the box below,

The Council agrees with the Prionty routes for Newcastle,

The Council broadly agrees with the aims of the DfT Active Travel Delivery Plan however it
does express some reservations about the planned extent of development over the next 10
years which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Council welcomes the positive engagement which it has had with DfI in particular the
local DFT Active Travel Unit and the central DFT Active Travel Department. Ongoing
engagement has led 1o good development work on the ground and good engagement with
local stakeholders via the council. The Council has provided a large amount of proposed
routes and local knowledge of potential opportunities to DfI through the consultation
process ko date, Many good potential routes have been identified and examined and we ook
forward to the next stage of seeing more infrastructure being built and developed over the
coming yvears, We hope that the additional routes in these towns which the Council has
provided to and discussed with DfI to date will also be considered for development in the
near future

We are happy to see that many of these routes have been included in the Plan.
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Do you agraa with tha Priority Routes for Newry?

Route 1: AZE Camlough Boad 1o Meedham Bridge via Jennings Park
Please select only one tam

Do vou agres with tha Pricrity Routas for Mewry? YE5 X M

if wou wish to expand on your answer above or if you have any alternative routes that you
feel may bring more benefit to the local community and should be prioritised above those
identified, please do 5o in the box balow.

The Councll agrees with the Priorty routes for Mewry,

The Council broadly agrees with the aims of the Dfl Active Trave! Delivery Plan however it
does express some reservations about the planned extent of development over the next 10
yaars which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Councll welcomes the positive engagemant which it has had with DfT in particular the
local DFT Active Travel Unit and the central D Active Travel Department. Ongoing
engagement has led to good development work on the ground and good engagement with
local stakeholders via the council. The Council has provided a large amount of proposed
routes and local knowledge of potential opportunities to Of through the consultation
process to date. Many good potential routes have been identified and examined and we look
forward to the next stage of seeing more Infrastructure being built and developed over the
coming years. We hope that the additional routes in these towns which the Council has
provided to and discussed with DT to date will also be considered for development in the
near future

We are happy to see that many of these routes have been included in the Plan.

Do you have any additional comments about the proposals for Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council?

The Council broadly agrees with the aims of the Dfl Active Travel Delivery Plan however it
does express some reservations about the planned extent of development over the next 10
waars which if this is to be truly transformational seems rather unambitious.

The Council welcomes the positive engagement which it has had with Dfl in particular the
lacal DfT Active Travel Unit and the central DT Active Travel Department. Ongoing
engagement has led to good development work on the graund and good engagement with
local stakeholders via the council. The Councii has provided a large amount of proposed
routes and local knowledge of potential opportunities to DFI through the consultation
process to date, Many good potential routes have been identified and examined and we look
forward to the next stage of seeing more Infrastructure being built and developed over the
coming years. We hope that the additional routes in these towns which the Council has
provided to and discussed with DFI to date will also be considerad for development in the
near future
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We are happy to see that many of these routes have been included in the Plan.

The Council expresses some cancarn about the Plan excluding important smaller villages and
settlements in particular in rural areas (due to the 5000 population limit used) and seeks
reassurance that these smaller settlements will also be given adeguate active travel
infrastructure particularly where there are rural schools, communities, businesses and othar
rural amenities and meeting places.

Active Travel infrastructure within urban areas is vital and we understand that the plan
focusses on this but it would be good to see a similar focus on connectivity between [owns
and villages within the district and with neighbouring districts to ensure safe modes of
traveliing further afield.

It is welcome to see the promise of a renewed programme of Greenways development over
the next 10 years which will help with connectivity between settiements for work, schools,
amenities and leisureftourism.

Again the Coundl has provided DfI via Consultation with a strong list of priority Greenways
for the district and we hope to progress these with the assistance of the Department over
the next 5 to 10 vears and further afield.

It is vital thal the Greenways programme is led and driven by the Department of
Infrastructure in particular land acquisition and aother complex matters which the
Department would have the resources to deliver. This should be done in partnership with
the local Council who can help work with the local community engagement to deliver these
important and strategic arterial active travel routes,

As well as the development of active travel and Greenway infrastructure which is vital and
welcome there needs to be a plan on how to finance and carry out ongoing maintenance

and repairs to ensure the new enhanced network remains at a good, safe and acceptable
level for use by the public.

In addition Newry, Mourne and Down District Council has invested in the development of an
Active Travel Masterplan For the District which was completed in 2019 with the heip of
Sustrans. This Masterplan lays out a strategic approach to active travel and greenway
development over the next 10 years plus. It also looks at possible interventions and
solutions to traffic management and Place development in urban centres and across the
district, Extensive Public Consultation and engagement with elected representatives and
other organisations took pface during the formulation of this Masterplan. Both the Council
and DFfI's local Active Travel Unit have used the NMDDC Active Travel Masterplan as a useful
guide for planning and developing active travel infrastructure on the ground. We hope that
Dfi will continue to look to this Active Travel Masterplan as a vital and useful guide o
developing infrastructure and solutions in our district.
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Designing the Metworlk

Design Principles

To enhance the streetscape for active travel, we will consider a variety of interventions tailored
to meet the unigue neads of each area. Two kay principles will guide the design af each
scheme:

Do you agrea with these principles?

Design will be people-centred, with the aim of creating places that are welcoming and
speoassible to all. YES X MO

Dasign will focus on the provigion of high-quality infrastructurs, appropriste to the situation,
with safety at its heart YES X NO

Do you have any additional comments on the principles for Designing the Network?
The Council accepts the general approach suggested for the Design of the Network,

It iz vital that the "Designing the Metwork' approach must be Future proofed —it must ook ahead
Lo Lake into consideration changing pricrites in transport, stiestscapes and urban centre
developmeants cver the next 30 to 50 years including 8 move toward s a zera carbon aconomy
and innovaticns in Placemaking design. It must serve the future lifestyles and neighbourhoods
of local paople as-well as accommodating visitars, tourism, leisure and business services.

The overall accessibility to our towns and villages should be welcoming and corvenient, which
ersures connectivity and encourages locals and visitors to move arodnd frealy and spand
guiality time as well 83 money In our local busingsses and amenities.

The Design approach should look at best practice examples intermationally and be innovative
and bold In its approach o ransforming our urban and other spaces.

Good Inter-agency Communication s also important both within departments and betesen
departments such as DI, MG and Die and also with Local Councllz to ensure a joined up
approach s taken so that Active Travel and ather traffic and transpart intervantions and
infrastructure developments work for the best interest of local people, local communities, local
businessas and schools. For axample within DI 'Road Service’ needs to talk o *Active Travel'
and to Traffic Planning/™anagenent’ teams and anyone else relevant when they are planning
interventions and developmants.

The 'Designing of the Metwork” also needs to take into consideration conveniant access to local
sarvices and othar amenitias and ensura that rural or isolated people or communitias ars
included and connected with and not unduly impacted upon or furthar [solated.
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Road Spaca Allocation and Traffic Managamant

Rebalancing the Street

To accommeodate safe, high-quality active travel infrastructure, we may need to re-balance the
space within our streets, This could Involve narrowing carriageway widths In areas where the
focus has shifted from maximizing motar traffic to ensuring safe and efficient movameant for
everyone, We may also explore options to reduce or relocate parking and review existing bus
stop placements o ansure aqual and convenient ascess to local ameanities and services for all,

Rethinking Traffic Management

There may be places where we can introduce traffic management measures that can help to
make walking, wheeling, and cycling more atiractive. This could include lowering speed Umits or
implementing one-way systems to reduce risks associated with motor traffic, espacially in

areas with high pedestrian and cyclist interaction. We may also restrict motor vehicle access in
places where thera is dasire to create places that ame predominantly people focussad.

To what extent do you agree with these principles?

(Required) Rebalancing the Strast Rethinking Traffic Managemant
Strongly Agree X bt

Agree

Mautral

Disagres

strongly Disagres
Do you hawe any additional commants on the principles for Designing the Metwork?

This is the inevitable direction of travel we will be moving iIn as a society. The move towards a
2are carbon economy will lead to bess car users and less traffic on the roads and therafore it is
timely to rebalance the street morg in favour of pedestrians, cyclists, wheslers and other active
travel aptions.

This must be caried out in 8 constructive and sensitive mannerto bring people alang with the
progress and the changes invelved, It should irvolva a fair and just transition where no group of
peopte are @it untairly disadvantaged or severaly impacted upon either economically, socialky
or environmentally,

In particular local businesses and the local economy should not be compromised by
developments but should instead realise the positive benefits and outcomes of a well designead,
planned and detivered nebwork,

Investmient and significant improvemaeants to Public Transport will also be necessary ta deliver
an effective jpinaed up neteark,

Good communication with local commiunities through a positive partnership with the lecal
Coungil will ke important as will a good joined up appreach between Government Departments
to ensure local people and businesses understand the implications and the opportunities
AREINE from the transiticn to more active travel within our towns,
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Strategic Environmeantal Assessment

A Strategic Environmeantal Assessmeant report has been producead for this plan. The report
identifies the likely ervirenmental effects of implementing the Plan, with a particular emphasis
on those effacts which are considared "significant” and providas detail of mitigation that can ba

applied to maximise beneficial effects, while minimising those effects considered to be adverse
to the environment.

The report can be accessed via the following link:
Strategic Environmantal Assessment Report

Rt A infrastructure-ni pov.uk/consultationsfactive-travel-deliverny-plan

Information on Strategic Environmental Assessment [SEA)

Strategic Environmantsl Assesament (SEA] is & aystem of including environmental
considerations into certain plans and programmes at an early stage of the programme or plan
devalapmeant.

Eurcpean SEA Directive

The Europaan SEA Directive (20014 2FEC) httpadfec.eurppa.ausanyironment/sialsaa-
shprort hrm requires that all member states of the Eurcpean Union should have ratified the
Diractive inta thair own country's Llaw by 21 July 2004, and this was done in Northarn Irgland
through The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmmes Regulations [Marthem
Ireland) 2004 legislation hitg S legisiation.govukdnisr 20045 280/con1ent s madea

The Directive defines 'environmental assessment’ (Article 2(b)) as a procedurs comprising:

praparing an Environmental Beport en the Lkely significant effects of the dralt plan or
programme

carrying out consultation on the dralt plan or programme
taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of consultation in decision making

providing information when the plan or programme is adopted and showing how the results of
tha anvironmental assessment have bean taken into account

Do you have any comments on the Strategic Environmental Assessment Beport 7

Wa are contant with the SEA in that the correct approach in socordanca with tha relevant
legislation as stated above has been undertaken.

Wa therataore have no comment at present on the SEA.
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Mext Steps

After the consultation ends, we will review all the feedback. Following this, a report will be
Published showing how your commants have influenced the final Active Trave! Delivery
Flan.

Please indicate how yvou wish vour response to be handled and, in particular, whether you are
cantent for your rasponsa (o be published. [T you ask far your responsa nol 1o ba published, we
will still take account of your views in cur analysis, but we will not publish your response, guots
arything that you lave sald or list your name. We will regard vour response as confidential, and
wi will treat it accardingly.

To find out how we handle yvour persenal data, please see our privacy policy
=httpa: feowewinfrastrustura-ni. govaakdfiprivacys -

text=Consent e 3Ab20an%20ind vidual$20must2ieive beforet2Dentenngb20into% 20a% 20

contract>

[please right click on the link to open ina new window) . By submitting your Fresponse you agrae
bo our privacy pokicy.

Information for organisations only:

The aption 'Publish respanse only fwithout name)’ refers cnly to your name, not yaur
organisation's name, If this aption is selected, the organisation name will still be publizhed.

If yvou choose the option 'Do not publish response’, your organisation name may still be listed as
having responded to the consultation in, for example, the analysiz report,

The Department for Infrastructure would like your permission to publish your consultation
responsa. Please indicate your publishing preference

Publish responss with name X
Publish responze only without name

Do not publish responas

We may wish to contact you regarding your response, but we require your permission to do

50, Are Yol content for the ana rimant for Infrastructure to contact Yol -EEEIII'.I in relation to
this consultation exercizae

YEE- N

M
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Ministerial Foreword

| am immensely proud to present this Active
Travel Delivery Plan for public consultation.

This plan is about celivering a bald transformation
for our commurities. We are embarking on a
journey to create the foundatons of a maors
active, sustainatie transport systam, ackling

the clirmsate crisis, and providing safe and hesltby
travel options for all our ciizens. Active travel

will be at the heart of this transformation,

| recognise the many benefits active travel can
bring for indnviduals and for society. Being mora
physically sctive improves our pheysical health
and mental welbeing. And when it comes

to issLes like improving air quality, reducing

the impact of traflic congestion, and tackling
chmate changs, we can all piay our part.

Vhether It be to wors or schoal, to the local
shops and other amenities, 1o visit family

and fnends, or just for leisure and exercise,
active travel can help o make aur lIives batter
and to make the places we live and visit, fesl
safer and more welcoming for avenyone.

Your journey matters, and by making little
changas, wa can all make a big diffierance,

Back to Agenda

This plan is about ensuring eversone,
reqardiess of age or ability, can safely and
confidently choose to walk, whesl, ar oyals
for their shartar evenyday journesys.

This Active Tranvel Delivery Pian will provida a
firrm bass for the delivery of walling, wheeling
and cycling infrastructum in cur villages, towns
and cities, over the naxt ten years and bavond.
The benefits will extend beyond transport,
creating safer streets, cleaner air, and vibrant
spaces where communities come together,

People amne at the heart of this plan because
active travel is for everyone, it is important

that our neighbourhoods towns and villages
are designed to meet the neads af thoss

who live there, Tha input of local peoole is
essential, | encourags evervons to get invoheed,
shars vour views, and ba part of shaping this
journey to a more active, sustanable future.

This Is your oppordunity to give your views on
the infrastructure that matiers most to vou,

55 |

Jahn O'Dowd MLA
Minister for Infrastructurs
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What is Active Travel?

The Departrment for Infrastruciure cefines
Active Travel as:

“Travelling by physically active means
such as walking, wheeling, or cycling”.

* Walking and wheeling refers o wallking,
runnmg, or whesling unaided, as well as using
any kind of mobility aids such as electnc
wheelchairs, mobility scoaters or walking
frames. Peope pushing prams or buggies are
also included in this definition, as well as other
modes such as scooling. skateboarding, and
rollerbscdngroller skating.

s  Cycling refers o users of pedal cycles,
but not moterbikes, The definition ncludes

a-cycles and non-standard cycles, such as

adapted cvcles [oycles or tricycles, soecally
adapted for use by disabled pecple), cargo

gychas and recurmibents,

We are committed to developing and
maintaining the infrastructure that helps to
make these activities safe and enjoyable.

Active travel infrastructure includes footways,
foatpaths, cycle tracks, cyole lanes. crossings,
junction treatments and bridoes. Greamaays and
shared use paths, fghting in urban areas, cycle
paErkirg, Signagae and wayfinding information are
also inchuded.

The Benefits of Active Travel

Active travel offers a widke rangs of benefits that
enhance our heslth, environmenl. sconormy, and
society, By incorporating active travel into our daily
lives, wie can create healthier communities, reduce
aur ervironmentsl impsct, and buildd maore vibrant,
connectad communitias.

Back to Agenda

Health Benefits

Active fraval is an aasy and effective way to
Improve physical and mental health, By integrating
activities like walking, wheeling or cycling into their
dlaily routines, indviduals can maintain a heaithy
weight, boost cardovascular fitness, and lower
the nsk of chronic dseasas such as heart disease,
stroke, and diabetes, Regular ohysical activity also
strengthens muscles and improves joint health,

Beyond physical health, active fravel also has a
positive imoact on mental bealth and weliaeesg, It
can reduce stress, andety, and depression while
impraving mood and meantal clarty: For students,
walking or cycling to school can enhance
concertration and focus, which can fead to
mproved acadsmic perfarmance.

Environmental Benefits

Active fravel plays a crocial rols in reducing the
emwiraonmental impact of ranspot. By prionatising
walkirg, whesling, and cycling for shorber
[ourmeys, and cambining these modes with pukic
transpor for longer trips, wea can cut greenhouse
gas emissions and reduce air pollution. Less
raliance on cars also raduces tha impact of

traffic congestion, leading 1o gueter streets and
improved quality of life for rasidents.

Economic Benefits

Irvestment in active traved infrastruciurs can
deliver substantial economic returns. Studies
Fave shown that redesigning urban spaces o
encourags walking can lead to increased foot
traffiz, higher sales for local businesses, and an
ovarall boost to the economy. Walkable, bike-
friandly environments attract more residents,
visitors, and developers, making cammuniiss
rmora vibrart anc commercially successhul.
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Emplovers also gain from promoting active travel  When peopls fesl comfortable spending time

among their warkforce. Healthier ampioyees i shared places, it promotes scoial cohesion

are rmore producthees, take fewer sick days, and and makes neighbourhoods fesl safer and

exhitit higher morabe, leading to a2 more afficient rrcre wekoorming.

ard engaged workplace, By encouraging active

travel, companies can foster a healthier and Active travel also plays an impartant rokein
happier work emvironmant while also contributing  promoting sccial equalty and inclusiity. By giving
ta sustainability goals. accessible travel options 10 people, espacially

) ) those who cannaot drive or do nol have access to
Soclal Banerits a car, we ensure that everyone has the freedom
Creating public spaces that pricdtize human e move around easity and independently.
interaction can help transform our streats into
safer, more inclusive places where people fesl
happy to spend time. These spaces encoursge
ouidoor activity and Interacton, fostenng a
stronger sense of community and belonging.




Agenda 8.0 / App 2 consultation-document-active-travel-delivery-plan.pdf

Why is an Active Travel Delivery
Plan Needed?

Over one third of journeys in Northern Ireland
are less than two miles long, and two thirds
are less than five miles long. These shorter
distances offer a tremendous opportunity

for active travel to become a practical

and attractive option for many people.

By provicling attractve travel options, we
empower peaple 10 make more sustainabls
choices, With safe, reliable, and accessibie
active traval infrastructurs, Individuals ars
more likely 1o embrace healthier alternatives
to driving. This shift can lead to more vibrant
places wheare traffic congeastion and air
quessliby are less of an issoe and our streets
feal zater and more pleasant for evanyone,

While we have the Belfast Cycle Metwork Delhvery
Flan and ther Strategic Plan for Grasrways,

U until now there was no plan for the Morth

for the delivery of sctive ravel infrastruciure.
Historcally, delvery has someatimes leanad
lowvards less technically complex schemes,
resulting in a lack of consistency and connectivity.
Without a unified plan, many areas remain
underserved by actve ravel aplions, Enting

the overall impact of the investmant.

The Climate Change Act (Northern Irsland)
2022 underscores the crucial role of active
travel in addressing cimate goals. It mandates
the development of sectoral plans for transport
whizh sat a minimurm spend on active

travel from the overall transport budgets of
10%. Meeting this commitment will reguine

a significant increass in investment.

A comprehensive plan is essential to maximise
the benefits of this ncreased investmeant.

Cur long-tern vision 1S to create a seamless,
Intecrated netwark that allows mare peogle,
regardiess of age or abilty, to chocse active
trayel, Our vigion also focused on consistency in
design, ensuring that new infrastructure meets
the highest levels of safety and accessiifty,

This Active Trave! Delivery Ptan sets out how

we will pricrtise and deliver high-quality active
raval infrastructure within our urban and rarad
setlierments, over the next 10 years. The plan will
b instrumental inensuring that the infrasinictunms
is consistently designed 1o be safe, accessinle,
and mterconnected, encouraging more peope to
wallk, whesal, or oyche as part of thetr daily routine,

Back to Agenda
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The Active Travel Delivery Plan

We recognise that for most people, active
travel is likely to be a more attractive option
for shorter journeys rather than longer
ones. This Active Travel Delivery Plan
focuses on those shorter everyday journeys
for the benefit of local communities.

We want to ensure that investmant in active
travel brings the madmum benefit possibhs
to the greatest numbear of people. Healising
thesa benefts requres paonke 1o shift modes
of transpord, from using private cars to active
travel, The greatest potantial for this modal
shift is in urban areas with higher population
numbers. For the puposea of this Flan, wea
are using the NISEA defindion of urban areas
as those with a population of over 5000,

Prioritisation
To ensure we pricntiss investrmant effectively,
wie have developed an assessmenl

framework that will allow us to assess and
score potential activa travel routes.,

User nesds ware a key factor in the development
of this framework, We collected inforrmaton
from a range of sources including available dats
on things like population densities and local
amenities and attractions, We also engaged wath
regional transport teams who have valuable local
knowleoge and key stakeholders, such as local

councils, Sustrans, the Inclusive Mobdity Transport

Advisory Committes (IMTAC) and Translink.

The framework considears the extent (o which
a route will connect peopls to existing places
of interest, as well as any potential barmiars to
delivery such as land cwnership and ecologicad
mattars, The places of interest considerad
irciude such things as schools, Ieisure facilities,
areas of employment and many other local
amenities. It alsc considers the connections
that could be praritised 10 maximise benefits
for indivduals, the environment and socieny:
Ve identifiied thres key connection types which
we believe offer the greatest potential to reslise
thesa benefits, We have placed a particular

ermiphasls on thess in our assesament framework.

Connections to local sechools

Many pecple are concermad about safaty

and congestion in the vicinity of schools.
Improving the active ravel infraastructure

around schools to encourags parents ancd
children to travel actively for the schoal run,

an improve safety and bring heaith benafits for
pupils and parents alike, By imvesting in such
infrastruciune, we empowear young peopke to
adopt sustainable nabits that can last a lifetime.

Connections to public transport
Lomiining actve travel anc public transporn
15 & great way for people 1o reduce ther
dependenca on the car and reduce thair
carbon footprint, Reducing the impact of
traffic congestion by reducng the number of
peaple who are dependant on tha priveds car
for their commute, can help o make our cities
more attractive, sustainabla and sucoassiul,

Connections to town centres

Creating better connections 1o local centras
will make it easier for peopie to access the
arranities they use evary day. This can lead o
Incraazed footfall, making thess local centres
mare vibrant and commaercially attractie,

The assessment framework cen be agplied 1o
anvwhere people have a desira 1o get from A

to B. This will form the basis for how we will
priortise investment in active travel infrastructure.

We are now seeking your views on whether
we have prioritised the right things or are
there other factors which you think should
have more influence on where we focus
investment in active travel infrastructure.

Back to Agenda
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Delivering the Network

W have used our assessment framewark to
identify a network of prigrity routes for delivery
owver the next 10 years, and future routes. We
have also identified routes whera the existing
active travel infrastruciure could be enhanced.

Wiz have produced detailed active trave! network
maps for all towns and cities with popukations
oner 5,000 (based an the latest dala from the
2027 census). The excephon is Belffast, whara the
primary focus for active travel investment is the
Belfast Cycle Network Defvery Plan {2022),

The active travel network maps show our
proposed priority and future routes for sach

tewn and city, as well as exsting routes with the
potential for future enhancement. The maps have
been group=d by councll area and are provided
as appendices to this document. To make it
easier to examing these routas, interactive maps
arg also avalable on our online consultation pags.

It is important to recognise that the average active
travel schame fakes a number of years to daliver
from nception to completion. it will thersfome take
some fime for us 1o achieve our aim 1o have a fully
mterconnecled active travel network,

Ve are proposing ta phase delvery as set out
below. We belisva this Is a reasonable astimate of
whal we can delivar based on ramping up active
travel vestment to meet our Climate Change Act
obligations by 2030,

* Priority routes (0-10 Years): This phasa
will e the delivery of aver 200km of high-
quality actve travel infrastructure, These are
the routes that we have assessed as having
the potential 1o celver the greatest benetits
an complefan,

* Future routes (10+ Years): This phase
will 382 the delivery of aver 1000km of high-
quality actve fravel nfrastructun which wil
deliver a connected network that is accessibles
and attractive to as wide a range of people
as possible,

Back to Agenda

We recognise that local prorities, travel nabits,
and nfrastructure needs can change over ime,
W are committed to moularly reviewing the:
Active Travel Delivery Plan to ensura it continues
ta reflect the neads of the community. As towns
and cities grow, and travel pattems shift, we wall
adjust our pricrtisation of routes to maka sune
they align with these changes, always focusing on
what bnngs the.greatest benefit o the commiunity:

We are seeking your views on the ATDP
prionty routes shown on these maps or if there
are other routes that you feel may bring more
benefit to the local community and should be
prioritised above those identified.

Rural Active Travel Networks

Ir rural areas and smaller towns and villages,
creating safe, accessible routes that connect
local residents 10 key amenities can be
transformational. These routes can make it
gasiar for people 1o move safely within their
communities, reducing refance on cars and
fostaning a greatar sense of connection,

The same connaction tyipes thaf we Dedeve will
be most beneficial o people urban areas will
also be baneficial to those who ive in rurad areas.
We will therefore be placing particular ermphasis
on links to schools, public transport ard towny
villeges cantres in rural areas. To ensure fairness
and consistanty, wewill use the same guiding
principles of the assessmeant framework that we
apply in larger towns 1o prionlise pedestrian and
cycling improvernants in smaller settlaments.

This approach will halp ws identiiy the most
benehcial routes and delver infrastructure that
promates sate, actve travel for rural communibes
as well,
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The Bigger Picture Once adopted, this plan will complament the
The Active Travel Delivery Plan, with its focus on Belfast Cycle Network Delixrara_.f Flan, the Strategic
shorter everyday journeys, is just one part of gur Plan for Greenways and our signature projects
overall strategy for the delvery of a connacted, to provide our teams and delivary partners with

aclive travel netwark across Mortharn Iretand. a firm basiz for the overall delivery of active lravel
infrastructure for thie nesd ten vears and beyond.

Girearwvays and ofhar strategic inter-urban routes
will also be an important part of the netweorle,

As part of our ramping up strategy we plan

ta oring forward a rolling pragramime af major
active travel signature projects, which will provide
key connections to enhance the overall acive
travel network,
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Designing the network

The Active Travel Network Plans outiine essantisl
cannactions needed (o create a comprenensive
wialking, wheeling, and cycling network: that inks
camimunties @ key dastinations. They do not
specify the exact infrastructure required.

Wiz have revieswed our curent policses and
proceduras and developed updated design
quidance for active travel based on leading
international best practice. As part of this raview,
we considered a number of elements that

are important to the success of active travel
investment, swch as inclusive design, road
salely, school area treatments. waylinding, assst
managemeant, maonitonng and evakation, and
betwvioural change. This work has informed the
development of cur updated design guidance,

This marks & step change in our comrmitment
to providing safe, iInclusive and attractive active
travel mfrastructure for all those who choose to

wialis, whael or g,

Overarching Design Principles

Ta enbiance the streetscape for active travel, we
will conzidar a variety of interventionz tailored to
mest the unigue needs of each area.

Twi key principles will guids the design of
each acheme:
Design will be people-centred, with the aim

of creating places that are welcoming and
accessible to all.

Sohemeas will be designed ta be used by as wids
a range of people as possible and will consider
the needs of soms of the most vulneranle road
Laers firal

Back to Agenda

Drawinig on UK and international best practice
In the developmeant of our proposals, we will
seak the views of the community and key users
theoughout the design process.

We airm 1o address the nesds of all users

as best we can in aach situation, bt with a
focus on thase groups that can sometimes be
dadvantaged by the actions of others.

Design will focus on the provision of high-
quality infrastructure, appropriate to the
situation, with safety at its heart

Each schemes will consider the level of provision
requirad to ensure that tha infrastruciure
provided is safe, and feels zale,

There & no one-see-fits-all design, each
inclividiual schame will be takared to meet local
needs, Whils it s nol possibis 1o show whial
any ore schame will ook like, we can provide
examples of high-guality infrastructure that can
be implermented in different contaxds.
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Rebalancing the Street

o accommodate sate, high-guality active travel
infrasructure, we may nesd to re-batance the
space within our stresta. This could imaohee
narowing canagaway wicths in areas where

thie focus has shifted frorm maximising motor
traffic 10 ensunng safe and amcient movement for
everyone. We may also explore aptions 10 reduce
or relncate parking and review axisting bus stop
placemeants 10 ensure equal and camvenisnt
access o local armenities and services for all

Back to Agenda

Rethinking Traffic Management

[here may be places wherg wa miroduce tramic
management measures that can help 10 make
walking, whesing, and cycling monz atiractive.
This could Includs lowering spaed limits o
Impemernting ors-way Sysiams 1o reduss risks
associated with mator traffic, aspecaly in areas
with high pedestrian and cyclist interaction. We
My slzo restrct motor vescle acoess in places
whera thare is a desire to create places that ane
predomnantly people focussed.

We are seeking your views on the key
principles and their implications in terms of
road space allocation and traffic management.
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Have Your Say

Wae have outlined our plans for the delivery

of active travel infrastructure for shorter
everyday journeys - we would now like you to
give us your views,

By commenting on our proposals, you can help
shape the developing active: travel netwed in your
area and the Department’s overall approach 1o
active travelirnestment.

Responsss to the consultation can be submitted
via Citizen Space.

We plan to hold a number of engagement events
duriryg the consuftation perod and would invite

youl 1o come along to an event it vou would like
more infonmation before responding.

Flegse use the OR Code oppaosite ar wsi
https:// ot y K/
consultations/active-travel-delivery-plan

1o access the online consultation and 1o find out
abioul the consuliation evants.,

If wou require a paper copy of the questionnaine,
please contact us at;
activetravel@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

W would like to receve your camments
oy 28th February 2025.

Back to Agenda

Afterthe consulistion ends; we will review all
the feedback. Folflowing this, a report will be
pubilished showing how your comments have
influencead the final Active Traval Dalivery Flan.

Local engagement on active travel schemes is
an integral part of our desian process. There

will e further opportunities o give your views

on specific schemes as these are deveioped.
Statutory consultation will also be carried out &t
the approprate tme oo any schames that reduire
traffic requiaticn ordaers,




Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council Appendix 1
Ards and Morth Down Boraugh Coundil Appendix 2
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Boraugh Coundil Appendix 3
Causewsy Coast and Glens Borough Council Appendo 4
Dermry City and Strabans District Council Appendix 5
Fermmanagh and Omagh District Coundil Appendix G
Lisburm and Castlereagh City Council Appendsx 7
wid and East Antrim Borough Coundil Appendix 8
Mid Uister District Counail Appendix 9

Mewry, Mourne and Down District Councl Appandix 10
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committes
Date of Meeting: 1% February 2025
Subject: Appointment of Charge point Operator via Tender for the

Supply, Installation, Operation and Maintenance of Electric
Vehicle Chargepaints for the NI
Electric Viehicle Consortium for the ORCS Project

Reporting Officer Conor 5age, Assistant Director, Sustainability
(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Eamonn Keaveney, Head of Sustainability
(Including Job Title):

Confirm how this Report should be treated by placing an x in either: -

| For decision | X | For noting only |

1.0 Purpose and Background

1.1 To seek approval from Committee to proceed with the ORCS {OnStreet Residential
Chargepaint Scheme) EV Charger project following successful appointment of a Charge
Point Operator via a joint procurement process led by Derry City and Strabane District
Council.

2.0 Key issuas

21 Members will be aware that Coundl is part of a consortium to appoint a Chargepoint
Operator for the provision, installation, operation and maintenance of BV chargepoints in 9
council areas.

The 9 councils in the Consortium are as follows:
¢ Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Coundil,
« Ards & Morth Down Borough Coundcil,
» Armagh City Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Counecil,
o Derry city and Strabane District Council
« Fermanagh & Omaagh District Coundil,
= Lisburm & Castlereagh City Counil,
= Mid & East Antrim Borough Coundcil,
«  Mid Ulster District Council and
s Newry Mourne & Down District Council,

2.2 A funding application to the *Office for Zero Emission Vehicles” (0ZEV) was successful as
part of the "OnStreet Residential ChargePoint Scheme” (ORCS), with 25% match funding
being received from the Department for Infrastructure (DAT).

2.3 The Procurement process to appoint a Chargepoint Operator was led by Derry Citby and

Strabane District Council's procurement team. Newry, Moume and Down District Council
was represented on the Tender Evaluation Team by the Council’s Head of Sustainability, A
tender procurement exercise was undertaken in respect of these services in full
compliance with Council procurement processes,




Back to Agenda

4.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

The provision for the service was advertised in accordance with the Public Contracts
Regulations 2015. In accordance with Councils procurement procedures, it was published
electronically via the Find a Tender Service and through etendersni on 12th June 2024.

Five responses were received, and these were avaluated using the published evaluation
criteria. A successful bidder has been appointed and & Contract is being put in place.

The chargepoints will be located in a range of locations that are in ‘close proximity to a
residential area’, as the aim of the scheme is to benafit homes without driveways | off-
street parking.

The proposed List of Locations (which are subject to D1 approval and Connaction
Applications to NIE Networks) for the Newry, Mourne and Down District Councll area as
previously discussed with members are as follows:

East StfKings Lane Car Park, Warrenpoint, BT34 3HxI

River Strest Car Parle, Newry, BT34 2D0Q

Quay Street Car Park, Ardglass, BT30 754

Antrim Road Car Parl, Ballynahinch, BT24 SAN

Ben Crom Car Park, Kilkeel, BET34 40L

Ben Crom Car Park 2nd EVCP, Kilkeel, BT34 4DL

Upper Sguare Car Fark, Castlewellan, BT31 98D

Lishurn St N'th Car Park, Ballynahinch, BT24 88D

Lisburn St Mth Car Park 2nd EVCP, Ballynahinch, ET24 8BD
1D Annesborough Car Park, Castlewellan, BT31 SNH

11. Mount Crescent Car Park, Downpatrick, ET30 &EU

12. Charlemont Square, Basshrook, Mewry, BT35 7FAE On Street
13. Dan Rice Hall, Drumaness, BET24 BREL On Street

14. Kennedy Sguare {Relocation of Scotch Street Car Park), Downpatrick, BT30 6AY
15. Bracken Avenue, Newcastle (NIHE), BT33 OHG On Street
16. Islands Park, Mewcastle, Car Park, BT33 DEF

17. The Sguare Crossmaglen, Car Park, ET35 944

18. Ardglass Marina, Ardglass, Car Park, BT30 754

SO0 SEER P B A

Participating councils now need to give approval to confirm that they are prepared to
continue to move fonward with the ORCS Project following appointment of the Chargepoint
Operator.
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3.0

Recommendations

31

Members are asked to approve;

» Council to continue to proceed with the ORCS EV Charger Project following
successful appointment of a Chargepoint Operator.

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

5.0

The project is funded by the OZEV Fund with match funding from Departmeant for
Infrastructure NI

' Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations [complete

the relevant sections)

5.1

3.2

General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
egquality and good refations outcomes

It s not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon eguality of ]
opportunity or good relations

' Proposal refates fo the introduction of a strategy, poficy initiative or practice

and ; or sensitive or contentious decision

‘l‘EED Nu

I yes, please complete the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality '—|
screened T

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to :|
equality screening prior to implementation :

3.3

FProposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow ]
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themselves :

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

0

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

L]

Rabionaie:

6.0

Due regard to Rural Needs ({please tick all that apply)
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6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy /
strateqgy / plan [ designing andfor delivering a public servica

ves L1 no [€

If yes, please complete the following:

Rural Meeds Impact Assessment completed

Appendices

Background Documents
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committas
Date of Meeting: 19 February 2025
Subject: Refuse Collection and HRC arrangements for Public Holidays
2025/26
Reporting Officer Sinead Trainor, Assistant Director: Environment
(Including Job Title):
Contact Officer Sinead Trainor, Assistant Director: Environment
_ (Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | |
‘1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1 The purpose of this report s to seek approval from the Sustainability and Environment
Committee for service provisions on Public Holidays applying to the 2025/26 financial year.

1.2 | Public Holidays applying to the 2025/25 financial year have been reviewed alongside
operational provision for Refuse Collection services and Household Recycling Centres,
Revised operational arrangements are agreed with staff and waste receipting centres
to ensure operational avengaments are coordinated, These revised arrangements are
communicated to Householders through their individual housshod Bin Collection
Calendars and on print and social media.

2.0 | Key Issues

2.1 | Public Holiday Arrangements 2025/26

Proposed operational arrangements and schedule for 2025/26 Public Holiday
Arrangements in relation to Refuse Collection Services and the opening of Household
Recycling Centres are detailed in Appendix 1.

Alternative arrangements for refuse collections at Christmas 2025 and New Year's Day
2025, reflect the legacy operating arrangements and are as follows:

Public Date of Public = Alternative Refuse Collection Day
Holiday Holiday
Christrnas Day | Thursday Alternative collection:

25/12/2025 Newry — Saturday 20 December 2025
| Downpatrick — Monday 22 December 2025

5t Stephens Friday Alternative collection:
Day 26/12/2025 Newry — Saturday 27 December 2025
. Downpatrick - Monday 29 December 2025
Mew Years Day | Thursday Alternative collection:
01/017/2026 Mewry — Saturday 03 January 2026

Downpatrick — Monday 05 January 2026
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2.2 | Bin Collection Calendars
A PR campaign will be ralled out to highlight to residents that the Bin Collection
Calendars are available to easily access and download and the importance of recyding
right.
Residents who wish to have a paper copy will be able to print their Bin Collection Calendar
from the Council's website or request a copy to be emailed or printed and posted.
3.0 | Recommendations
Members are asked to approve:
= The alternative Refuse Collection Services and opening amangements for Household
Recycling Centres an Public Holidays applying to the 2025/26 financial year.
4.0 | Resource implications _ o
4,1 | Mo additional resource implications assodated with this report.
5.0 | Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)
5.1 | General proposal with no clearly defined impact uporn,. or connection to. specific
equality and good relations outcomes
n/a u
5.2 | Proposal relates fo the introduction of a strategy. poficy initiative or pracitice and /
Yes [l Mo
If yes, please complete the following:
The policy (strategy, palicy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality O
screened
The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or dedsion) will be subject to O
eguality screening prior to implementation
5.3 | Proposal initiating consuftation
Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate =]
time for groups to consult amangst themselves
O
Consultation period will be 12 weeks
c
Consuttation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)
Rationale:
'3
6.0 | Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)
6.1 | Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy / strategy /
plan [/ designing and/or delivering a public service
Yes [0 No B
If ves, please complete the following:
Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed ||
7.0 | Appendices
Appendix 1 — Schedule of Public Holiday Armangements
8.0 | Background Documents
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Northern Ireland waste management statistics —
July to September 2024

Waste collected by Recycling
NI Gouncils .‘
G ity 52.9%

Similar ta 53._3?—5 In
July to September 2023

Recycling, energy recovery and landfill
rates of LAC municipal waste
Julyv to S mbe {

Energy Recovery

e

lower than 16.8% in higher than 28.7% in
July to Sepember 2023 July o September 2023
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Key Points

Morthern Ireland’s councils collected 267,145 tonnes of waste during July to September
2024, higher than the 264 839 tonnes collected dunng July to September 2023.

Curing July to September 2024, 52.9 per cent of waste collected by councils was sent for
recycling, similar to the recycling rate recorded for July to September 2023.

The landfill rate for waste collected by councils was 15.5 per cent in July 1o September
2024, a fall from both 71.8 per cent in July to September 2006 and 16.8 per cent during
July to September 2023,

During July to September 2024, 30.3 per cent of waste arisings were sent for energy
recovery which was higher than the 28.7 per cent reported in July to September 2023. In
the longer term, energy recovery rates have incréased from 0.1 per cent recorded during

July to September 2009,

Household waste accounted for 86,7 per cent of all Local Authority collected (LAC) waste
during this period.

The recycling rate for household waste only was 53.7 per cent during July to September
2024, similar that recorded during July to September 2023, The landfill rate for household
waste was 15.1 per cent, which was lower than the rate of 16.4 per cent recorded in July
to September 2023.

Issue No: 62 Issued by:

Date of Publication: 30 January 2025 Statistics and Analytical Services Branch
Theme: Agriculture and Environment Department of Agnculiure, Environment
Reporting Period: and Rural Affairs (DAERA),

1 July 1o 31 September 2024 Clare House

Airport Road West, Sydenham Intake,

URL: https: {feeaww.daera-ni.gov.uk/articlesinorthern-  Belfast BT3 9ED
ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-
management-statistics

Contact: Conor McCormack
Telephone: 028 9016 3343
Email: env.statsi@dasra-ni.gov.uk
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Reader Information

This document may be made available in
alternative formats, please contact us to
discuss your requirements, Definitions of
key terms used in this publication are
available in Appendix 2 — Glossary of the
latest Annual Hepaort.

Purpose

This is a quarterly publication which
reports provisional statistics on the key
measurements of local authority collected
municipal waste for councils and waste
management groups in Northemn Ireland.

The data contained are used by local
authorities, waste management groups,
Devolved Administrations and LK
Government to measure progress towards
achieving targets from various waste
strategies including:

» The revised Northern Ireland Waste

Management Strategy
» The Waste Framework Directive

Data on household recyeling was a
population indicator for the previous
Programme for Government (PIG) and
has been proposed as an indicator in the
forthcoming PG,

Back to Agenda

ta 9 B MO

The dara are also used by media, the
general public and special interest groups
to intorm policy and lifestyle choices related
to the treatment of waste.

Further details are available in Appendix 1
— Main Uses of Data of the Annual Report,

Mext Updates

« Provisional statistics for October to
December 2024 are scheduled for
publication in April 2025.

» Finalised dala for 2024/25 are
scheduled to be published in November
2025 and will supersede previously
published data from the four quarterly
retuns for that financial year.

« The scheduled dates for all upcoming
publications are available from the
GOV LUK statistics release calendar:
wwn. gov. uk/searchiresearch-and-
slatislics
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Qverview

This report presents information on the guantities of Local Authority Collected (LAC)
municipal waste managed in Northern Ireland between July and September 2024. The
report is splitinto four sections, each of which cover local authority collected municipal
wasle and, where appropriate, household waste:

« waste arisings (pages 2-3),

« recycling (pages 4-5),

« onergy recovery (pages 6-7),

« |andfill (pages 8-10).

Figure 1: Waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy recovery
and landfill rates by council and waste management group

Morthern reland, July to September 2024
® preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting © energy recovery ®landfill = unclassified

0% 20% 4% B0% 80% 100%
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Mid & East Antrim I

Mid Ulster IR

Newry, Mourne & Down [N |
arc21 I .

NWRWMG N |

Morthern Ireland [ o

At the Northern Ireland level, 52.9 per cent of waste collected by councils was sent for
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting between July to September 2024, Energy
recovery accounted for 30.3 per cent and 15.5 per cent was landfilled. The remaining
1.2 per cent unaccounted for is likely to involve moisture and/or gaseous losses from the
amount of waste collected. Each of the rates are discussed in detaill in the appropriate
section of the repaort.

The rate of waste sent for prepanng for reuse, dry recycling and composting was similar to
that reported in July to September 2023 (53.3 per cent). The landfill rate decreased by 1.3
percentage points whilst the energy recovery rate increased by 1.6 percentage paints from
July to September 2023, Household waste accounted for 86.7 per cent of total waste
collected by councils. Household wasie includes matenals collected directly from
housenolds via kerbside collections, material taken to bring sites and civic amenity 5ites as
well as several other smaller sources.
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Waste arisings

Morthern Ireland’s councils collected 267,145 tonnes of waste between July and
September 2024, This was higher than the 264,839 tonnes collected during July to
September 2023. Factors affecting LAC municipal waste arisings, the majority of which is
household waste, include individual household behaviours, the advice and collection
services provided by councils, the state of the economy and weather conditions during the
specific quarter.

The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key
performance indicator, KPI (). This indicator is used to monitor performance under the
Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Morthern Ireland) 2015.

Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for B6-90 per cent of total waste collected
by councils each guarter, apart from April to June 2020 when Covid-19 restrictions
resulted in a larger than normal proportion of household waste being collected. During Julby
1o September 2024 household waste accounted for 86.7 per cent. The remaining 13.3 per
cent was non-household waste such as rubble/soil and commercialindustrial waste.

Figure 2: Waste arisings
Morthern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2024/25 KPI ()

aal

LAC municipal waste arisings

200

thousands of tonnes

100

) |a| (8 8|88 a8 |d| |8 &8 |8 @) & 3 B8 &
S0 2007 2008 2009 F0M 31T 202 2003 F014 2E 26 20T | A8 A0 B0R0 209t P0EE ) e 203
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The longer term trend tor July to September saw a gradual reduction in LAC municipal
waste arisings of 12.3 per cent across five yvears, from 282,209 tonnes hetween July to
September 2007 to a low of 247 487 tonnes between the same three months of 2012,
From July to September 2012 until a peak for the July to September quarter of 288,605
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tonnes in 2020, arisings showed a generally increasing trend. From the July to September m
peak, arisings fell to 267,145 tonnes collected in the latest guarter.

Figure 3: Waste arisings by council
MNorthern Ireland, July to September 2023 and July to September 2024, KPI (j)

thousands of tonnes

EJul - Sept 24 = Jul - Sept 23 0 10 20 30 44 50

Antrim & Mewtownahbey
Ards & North Down :
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon
Belfast
Causeway Coast & Glens |
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh
Lisburn & Castlereagh |
Mid & East Antrim
Mid Ulster
Mewry, Mourne & Down

The proportion of waste collected by each council broadly reflects the population within the
councils. Belfast collected the most waste at 41,883 tonnes, whilst Fermanagh and Omagh
collected the least at 14,858 tonnes,

Seven councils reported an increase in total arisings in July 1o September 2024 compared
to the same period in 2023 with two councils reporting a decrease in total arisings?.

Antrim & Newtownabbey reported the largest increase in total arisings in July Lo
September 2024 compared to the same period in 2023, rising by 5.5 per cent. Armagh
City, Banbridge & Craigavon and Ards & NMorth Down reported decreases from July to
September 2023 to July to September 2024 of 5.1 and 3.0 per cent respectively.

The total quantity of waste collected at kerbside was 2.2 per cent lower than the amount
collected in July to September 2023, while the guantity of waste collected al civic amenity
sites increased by 6.5 per cent,

These statistics can be found in Table 1 and Table 2 of the accompanying data tahles
spreadsheet and in the time series dataset.
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Recycling

This section of the report looks at local authornity collected (LAC) municipal waste and
household waste recyeling rates, both of which include waste sent for preparing for reuse,
dry recyeling and composting.

There were 141 418 tonnes of LAC municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry
recycling and composting (referred to as 'recycling’ for the rest of this section) during July
to September 2024, The waste recycling rate was 52.9 per cent similar to the waste sent
for recycling during July to September 2023.

Figure 4: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting
Morthern reland, guarterly from 2006/07 to 2024/25, KPIs (a), (a2), (e) and (e2)
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These statistics show seasonal variation which is driven by the guantities of garden waste
sent for composting. Greater quantities of garden waste are collected and sent for
composting during the spring and summer quarters, April to June and July to September,

The longer term trend for |ocal Authority Collected municipal waste recycling for the July
to September quarter has been a steady increase from 27.7 per cent in July to September
2006 10 54.6 per cent in July to September 2019, Since July to September 2020 the local
authority collected municipal waste recycling rate has remained similar with a recycling
rate of 52.9 per cent recorded in July to September 2024, Waste sent for preparing for
reuse (671 tonnes this quarer) has been included since 2012/13 and adds 0.3 percentage
points to the overall LAC recycling rate in July to September 2024,
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The recycling rate for household waste only was 53.7 per cent during July to September
2024 which was similar o the 54.1 per cent recorded during July o September 2023, The
proportion of household waste sent for dry recycling made up 22.2 per cent, composting
31.2 per cent and preparing for reuse 0.3 per cent.

Figure 5: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate
by council and waste management group
Northern Ireland, July to September 2023 and July to September 2024, KPI {a2)
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Belfast reported the largest increase in their household recycling rate compared to July to
September 2023 at 0.8 percentapge points, with an increase in waste sent for dry recycling
the largest contributory factor in this rise. Fermanagh & Omagh and Ards & Morth Down
councils also recorded an increase in their household recycling rates in July (o September
2024 compared to July to September 2023, The household recycling rate decreased in five
councils with the largest decrease recorded in both Causeway Coast & Glens and Armagh
City, Banbridge & Craigavon councils, The remaining councils reported similar household
recycling rates in July to September 2024 compared to the same guarter in 2023,

Waste sent for recycling is included in a number of key performance indicators, KPI (a),
(a2), (&), and {&2). These indicators are used ta monitor performance under the Local
Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Crder (Morthern Ireland) 2015, The
household waste annual recycling rate was a population indicator for Programme for
Government (PhG) 2016-2021 and 15 being proposed as an indicator for the next PfG.

These statistics can be found in Tables 4 and 12 of the accompanying data tables
spreadsheet and in the time series dataset.
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Energy recovery

This gquarterly report includes statistics on energy recovery, which is the term used when
value is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. All energy recovery
statistics reported in this section are derived from material sent for energy recovery via
incinerationfgasification, although other technologies exisl. Energy recoverny via anasrobic
digestion is not included in this section and is explained further in Appendix 1 - Limitations
of Data of the latest Annual Report.

From July to September 2024, 80,950 tonnes of waste arisings were sent for energy
recovery. This produced a waste energy recovery rate of 30.3 per cent, the highest July to
September quarterly energy recovery rate ever recorded for Morthern Ireland. The majority
of energy recovery comes from mixed residual waste, with a smaller proportion from
specific streams, e.g. wood.

Figure 6: Waste sent for energy recovery via incineration
Morthern [reland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2024/25
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There was zero, or very small quantiies, of waste sent for energy recovery before
2009/10. Strong growth began during 2009/10 with the energy recovery rale increasing
from 0.1 per cent during July to September 2008 to 30.3 per cent for the same three
manths of 2024. Mast of the growth since 2005810 has been driven by mixed residual
waste sent for energy recovery (from 0.1 per cent during July to September 2009 to 26.3
per cent in July to September 2024). The specific stream proportion was 4.0 per cent in
July to September 2024,

Mixed residual waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual waste collected
from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites which is processed into refuse derived fuel
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al material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy recovery 15 mostly
wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly collected from civic
amenity sites.

Figure 7: Waste energy recovery rate by council and waste management group
MNorthern Ireland, July to September 2023 and July to September 2024
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The highest waste energy recovery rate was recorded in Belfast at 58.4 per cent. Seven
councils recorded an increase in the waste energy recovery rate in July o September
2024 compared o the same quarter in 2023 with the largest increase of 10.9 percentage
points recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh followed by Causeway Coast & Glens reporting
an increase of 4.8 percentage points, Only Mid & East Antrim recorded a decrease in the
waste energy recovery rate in July to September 2024 compared to the same guarter in
2023 with a decrease of 6.1 percentage points. The remaining councils reported similar
energy recovery rates in July to September 2024 compared (o the same quarter in 2023,

These statistics can be found in Tables 3 and 4 of the accompanying data tables
spreadsheet and in the ime series dataset.
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Landfill

The quantity of LAC municipal waste sent to landfill decreased by 7.0 per cent, from
44,561 tannes during July to September 2023 to 41,446 tonnes during July to September
2024. The guarterly landfill rate for July to September 2024 is 15.5 per cent, the lowest

quarterly landfill rate ever recorded.

Figure B: Waste sent to landfill
Morthern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2024/25, KPIs (b) and (f)
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The longer term trend has seen the July o September LAC municipal waste landfill rate
fall from 71.8 per cent in 2006 to a low of 15.5 per cent in 2024, Note that the landfill rate

exhibits seasonality and the April to June and July to September quarters tend to have
loweer rates than Octaber to December and January to March. The seasonality stems from
the higher level of compostable garden waste arising during spring and summer, The
latest gquarterly landfill rate for household waste only is 15.1 per cent.

Increasing energy recovery rates, a tax on landfill and the statutory requirement for all
councils in Morthern Ireland o provide households with a container for food 0 enable its
separate collection have all contributed to the long-term reduction in landfill rates.
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Figure 9: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group
Morthern Ireland, July to September 2023 and July to September 2024, KFI (b)
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The highest household waste landfill rate was recorded in Mid & East Antrim at 39.1 per
cent, whilst Mid Ulster, Beltast and Mewry, Mourne & Down recorded an almost zero
landfill rate in July to September 2024. The household waste landfill rate decreased in
eight district councils in July to September 2024 compared to the same three months in
2023, with the largest decrease recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh at 12.3 percentage
points, Onky Mid & East Antrim recorded an increase in the waste landfill rate in July to
September 2024 compared to the same quarter in 2023 with an increase of 5.3
percentage points.

Biodegradable waste to landfill

The Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 {(as amended) placed a statutory
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of
hiodegradable waste for which they had allowances. The scheme concluded at the end of
the 201920 financial year, however the continued monitaring of biodegradable waste is
required for existing target commitments which specify that it must be reduced to 35 per
cent of the total amount {by weight) of biodegradable municipal waste produced in 1995,

Morthern Ireland's councils sent 19,458 tonnes of biodegradable waste to landfill during
July to September 2024, which was 46.9 per cent of all LAC municipal waste sent to
landfill. During the same quarter last year, 20,573 tonnes of biodegradable waste was sent
to landfill which was 46.2 per cent of all LAC municipal waste sent to landfill.

Figure 10 displays the tonnages of LAC biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste sent
to landfill by each council, comparing them with other councils and to the same guarter last
Year.
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Figure 10: Biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste to landfill by council
Northern Ireland, July to September 2023 and July to September 2024
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There is considerable variation between councils in the quantities of biodegradable waste
sent to landfill, as well as the proportion of biodegradable waste in total landfill.

In Derry & Strabane, 85.8 per cent (784 tonnes) of all LAC municipal waste sent to landfill
was biodegradable, whilst in Ards & Morth Down, 37.3 per cent (3,010 tonnes) of LAC
municipal waste sent o landfill was biodeqgradable,
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Accredited Official Statistics m

Accredited Official Statistics are official statistics that have been independently reviewed
by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) and confirmed to comply with the standards
of rustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Praclice {or Statistics, Producers of
accredited official statistics® are legally required to ensure they maintain compliance with
the Code.

These accredited official statistics were independently reviewed by OSSR in September
2013 in the Assessment Report 263 Statistics an the Environment and Waste
Management in Northem Ireland, with accreditation confirmed in January 2014, They
comply with the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice and
should be labelled Mational Statistics {or ‘accredited official statistics').

In October 2020, a compliance check was completed for the waste statistics produced by
each of the UK regions and confirmed that the designation {or ‘accredited official statistics’
labelling) should continue. The trustworthiness, quality and value of the statistics, including
the coherence of the data source, methods and quality assurance (QA) arrangements, and
the presentation of the statistics were reviewed with a final outcome that the statistics can
continue to be designated as National Statistics (or 'accredited official statistics').

Our Statistics Charter provides further details of how we apply the principles and practices
of the Code in the production and publication of our official statistics.

Cur statistical practice is regulated by O5R. They set the standards of trustworthiness,
quality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics
should adhere to.

You are welcome to contact us directhy with any comments about how we meet these
standards.

Alternatively. you can contact OSR by emailing regulation@@statistics. gov.uk of via
the OSRE websile.

2 secredited Official Statistics are calied Mational Statistes in the Statstics and Regisiration Serdice Act 2007

11
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ITEM 3

ARC21 JOINT COMMITTEE

Meeting No 092
MINUTES

- Tuesday 3 December 2024
Hybrid meeting held in Antrim Civic Centre

Members Present:

Councilior M Goodman {Chair)
Councillor H Cushinan
Councillor R Lynch

Councillor B Smyth

Councillor A Givan

Councilior G McKeen (Deputy Chalr)

Alderman M Morrow
Councillor R Quiglay
Councillor C Enright
Councillor T Andrews

Members’ Apologies:
Councillor C Blaney

Councillor J Cochrane
Councillor E Thompson
Councillor M Collins

Councillor E McDonough-Brown
Councilior P Kennedy
Alderman 5 Skillen

Councillor K Murphy

Officers Present:
T walker

J Green

K Boal

L Smits

M harlin

B Murray

S Morley

C Hunter

Dfficers’ Apologies:
M Laverty

O Lindsay

S Leonard

R Harvey

S Murphy

H Camphsail

Antrimn & Newtownabbay Borough Couwncil
Antrim & MNewtownabbey Borough Council
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council
Belfast City Council

Listurn & Castlereagh City Coundcil

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council

Mid & East Antrim Borounh Council
Mewry, Mourne & Down District Council
Mewry, Mourne & Cown District Council

Ards & Morth Down Borough Council
Ards & North Down Borough Coundcil
Ards & Morth Down Borough Council
Belfast City Council

Belfast City Council

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council
Mewry, Mourne & Down District Council
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Antrim & Mewtownabbey Borough Council
Ards and Nerth Down Borough Council
Belfast City Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Coundil

Antrim & Newlownabbey Borough Council
Ards & Morth Down Borough Coundcil
Belfast Oty Council

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council
Mewry, Mourne & Down District Council
arczl
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item 1 - Conflicts of Interest Statement

The Cheair read out the Conflicts of Interast Statement, and none were noted,
Action: MNoted

item 2 - Apologies
Apologies were noted. Action: MNoted
item 3 - Minutes of Joint Committee Meeting 091 held on 31 October 2024
The Joint Committes approved the minutes. Proposed by Clir Mckeen, seconded by Ald
mMarrow, and agreed by all,

Action: Agreed
Item 4 - Matters Arising

Any specific matters were discussed under the main agenda items.
Action: MNoted

IN COMMITTEE

The Chair recommendead that the meeting would now move "“in committea” which was
agreed. Proposed by Clir Givan and seconded by Clir Mckeen.

hatters of a confidential and commercially sensitive nature were discussed under thesa
agenda items.

Following discussion on the commercially sensitive matters, the Chair recommended that the

meeting would now return to the main agenda, which was approved, but whilst “in
Committee” during this section of the meeting, there were six matters discussed.

item 5 - Minutes of Joint Committee Meeting 091 held on 31 October 2024 ‘in
committee” - approved

tem 6 - Matters Arising - noted

item 7 - Residual Waste Treatment Project — noted

Item 8 - Commercially Sensitive Contract & Procurement Issues - noted

ltem 9 - Tender Report — Supply of Services Relating to the Treatment and Energy
Recovery/Disposal of Residual Waste Arisings - Dynamic Purchasing System, Lot 3 -
Contract F - approved

Item 9a - Governance Report - Temporary Extension of Delegated Authority Powers -
approved

OUT OF COMMITTEE

Proposed by Clir Lynch and seconded by Clir Givan,
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Item 10 - Contracts & Operations Briefing Report
Mz Boal provided & report on the performance statistics for October,
Service Status

She reported that all services wera operational during the month, and there were no
reguests from contractors to put any contingency arrangements in place.

Performance

The contractor performance was presented, which included details an the number of loads in
each contract, site visits, cwenweight wehicles, vse of contingency arangements, tumanound,
availability, maintenance of records and reporting.

She noted that tumaround times had been reviewed, and in most cases the contractors
provided adequate reasons for any discrepancies, and therefore no service credits were
being applied this month. However, service credits were applied to Bryson and RiverRidge
for failing to meet their contracted turnaround limits,

Regarding the landfill contract, she repasted that the averweight vehicles continue to be
monitored and have increased slightly this month compared to last month and overall remain
guite high, She noted that council officers had been asked to aise with their operational
teams and sub-cantractors to reduce these going forward.

She noted that in Gctober, most reports were submitted on ume and there were only minor
issues with the reporting from Heatricks and RiverRidge that required revision due to
incorrect data.

she adwvised that there were eleven requests for bring site rectifications {they did not have
the specified capacity) across all contracts. These were communicated to the contractors.
and the majority of thesa ware serviced within the required 48 hours; no service credits wera
applied to those contractors. However, there was one occasion during the month when one
paper bank was not serviced within the required timeframe, and therefare service credits
wera applied to MoQuillans Environmental.

=he highlighted that going forward, the performance of the residual waste contract would be
stripped out of the table and presented separately as otherwise it would become too
cluttered.

Action: Ms Boal

Health & Safety

(i} Incidents

Curing October 2024, Mz Boal reported that there were two Health & Safety incidents
reported to arc21 by contraciors due to driver error.

She noted that council officers had been asked to liaise with their HES officers and
operalional managers, including those of external contractors, (o ensure that all their
operational teams have due regard to Health & Safety obligations and that they understand
and abide by the site rules of each site.
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(i) Audits

In terms of audits, Ms Boal reported that the external Health & Safety consultant continues to
undertake health and safety audits.

In October, an audit was conducted of ENWVA at their site in Toomebridge and observed the
collection of bottle banks at a selected bring site. The report has been sharad with ERNVA,
with only minor actions identified. She noted that arc21 was working closely with ENVA to
complate these as soon as possible,

Rejected Loads

M= Boal repored that there had been no rejected loads delivered into MRF facilities in
October 2024 and one into the Organics delivery sites, and that officers continue 2 monitor

the procedures 10 make sure vehicles for mixed use are properly emptiad to avoid
contamination.

arcZl Contract Tonnageas

A list of the contract tonnages for October 2024, compared to the same period last year, was
prpsem&d and summarised as follows:
MRF Lot 1 - an increase of 8.1%;
MRF Lot 2 - a 0.2% decrease for MDR material delivered to ReGen;
Organics Contract - a 14.8% increase for Type 1 material and for Type 2 maternal, a
decrease of 8.8%; and
Landhll Contract - the tonnages were almost identical between Cctober 2024 and
October 2023.

Supplies

The number of orders placed and delivered in October was presented and Ms Boal noted
that there were twa deliveries that arrived without being hooked in and there were no other
non-compliances.

Following discussion the Joint Committes noted the repart.
Action: Noted

Item 11 - Waste Tonnage Trends

Mz Boal presented a report showing the tonnage comparisons for matenial processed
thrﬁugh arc21 contracts and noted the following:
landfill at a similar level as previous year:
- BCC residual showing a considerable increase to same time last year;
Organics Type 1 has been ahead of where it was in the last three years in terms of
October, but obviously had been running a bit below during some of the August and
Septemhber maonths, also very weather dependent because it's just garden;
Organics Type 2 was not a particularty geod year, apart from May, and has fallen
below last year. Coming to the end of the contract and will be looking at reconciliation
and if any revenue share ar rebate is due back ta us and will be reporting this around
karch;
MRF Lot 1 running higher than previous 3 years;
MRF Lod 2 is seaing a correlalion in terms of October being the same in fwo oul of
the last three years;
MRF combined was running just slightly higher than they have been in the previous
threa years and following similar rajectory 1o last 2 years,
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- Textiles had a spike in October and was running above previous levels in terms of
tonnes. She highlighted that CTR was becoming increasingly selective about which
charity shops they were senvicing but they ware remaining constant to arc2l. She
reparted that she would be meeting up with CTR in December to ses how the
markets are going and would report back in January.

The other smaller contracts were also presented for information.

Following discussion the Joint Commitee noted the report.
Action: Noted

Item 12 - Consultation: Draft Environmental Principles Policy Statement for Northern
Ireland

Mir Walker presented the Joint Committee with a proposad response (o the Draft
Environmental Principles Policy Statement for Morthern Ireland for consideration pricr to
submission by the deadiine of & December.

He reported that these principles arose from the Environment Act, 2021 which supplanted
many of the underlying principles which had been enshrined in EU legislation and
underpinned the recently adopted Environmental Improvement Plan for Northern Ireland. He
highlighted that the new principles were largely a rework of the previoushy EU ones, but the
issue was not their wording or content but their application in practice.

A discussion ensued regarding where Ministers had taken decisions which appeared to
depart from Government polcy and at odds with the pravious sets of emaronmental
principles following which Members were asked to consider the response, ratify its content
and submit it by the deadline of 9 December.

Following discussion, the Joint Committee agreed o approve the response for submission.
Proposed by Clir Ennght. seconded by Clir Given, and agreed by all.
Action: Agreed

Item 13 - SO 9001:2015 Quality Management System

k= Boal provided a verbal overview of arc21's recent performance in its annual internal and
external audits for 15309001, She highlighted that there had been no informatives and no
nhservations arising from these exercises. Ald Morrow commended Ms Boal and the team
for this outcome which was endorsed by Clir Andraws.,

Following discussion the Joint Commitee noted the repart.
Action: Noted

Item 14 - ADB

Ald Morrow raised the matter of recent correspondence which had been receved in councils
and by Members from Mo-ARC21. She enquired as to whether arc21 was going to refute
the content within the leter. Mr Green highlighted that a journalist with the Antrim Guardian
had been in contact and had drafted an article the content of which went some way to
rebutting the allegations which the fetter. He identified that the stated claims werg
unsubstantiated and that, notwithstanding these allegations, arc2l was continuing to
procead diligently to finalise the bundle of papers for submission to the D planners which
was based upon facts.
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Mr Green was reguested to circulate the arcZl position/statement in relation o this recent
correspondence.
Action: Mr Green

Item 15 - Next Meeting Thursday 30 January 2025 using MS Teams
Action: Noted

Date: Chairman:




