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District Council

June 4th, 2024

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 3rd June 2024 at 6:00
pm in Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre.
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Back to Agenda

NEWRY, MOURNE & DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

NMDIC!
Minutes of Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7 May 2024 at 6.00pm in
Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre, Downpatrick
In the Chair: Councilior W Harte

In attendance in Chamber:

Dfficials in attendance:

ClDB4/2024

Councillor T Andrews
Councillor J Brennan
Councillor P Campbell
Councillor L Devlin
Councillor & Finn
Councillor C Galhraith
Councilor G Hanna
Councilord Jackson
Councillor C King
Councillor O Lee-Surginor
Councillor O Magennis
Councilior O Mcateear
Councillor 5 O'Hare
Councillor K Murphy
Councillor & Quinn
Councilior M Rice
Councillor G Shardin
Councillor J Truesdale

fdrs M Ward, Chief Executive

Councillor C Bowsie
Councillor P Byrne
Councillor W Clarke
Councillor K Feshan
Councillor A Finnegan
Councillor O Hanlon
Councillor B Howell
Councillor G Kearns
Councillor M Larkin
Councillor & Lewis
Councillor & Mathers
Councillor L McEwvoy
Councillor D Murphy
Councillor 5 Murphy
Councillor H Reilly
Councillor M Ruane
Councillor & Taylor

Mrs S Murphy, Director of Sustainability and Environment
Mrs J Kelly, Director of Corporate Services

hr C Mallon, Director of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism
hir A Patterson, Director of Aciive and Healthy Communities
Mz 5 Taggart, Demaocratic Services Manager (Acting)

Mrs D Starkey, Democratic Services Officer

APOLOGIES AND CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apalogies were received from Councillors Ennight and Gibbons.

The Chairparson on behalf of Council expressed condolences on the sudden passing of
Jennifer Fulton from Uister Wildlife. Council worked closely with Jennifer and Ulster Wildlife as a
project partner on a number of funded projects over the years and she would be sadly missed.

Condolences were expressed to Councillor Enright and his family following the passing of his

miather in law.

The Chairperson congratulated Ryan Dornan from Loughinisland who had become the Morthern
Ireland under 16 Snooker Champion.

Congratulations to Tomas O'Ceallaigh from Mullaghbawn, & member of Ring of Gullion
Comhaitas who won the prestigious Senior Fiddler of Oriel Competition at the weekend
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Cl0a5/2024 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest,

CIDE6/2024 ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8
APRIL 2024

Read: Action sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 8 April 2024 {copy
circulated).

Agreed: The Action Sheet from Council Meeting held on 8 April 2024

was agreed on the proposal of Councillor O'Hare, seconded
by Councillor Andrews.

CI08712024 COUNCIL MINUTES FOR ADOPTION AND SIGNING

OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8 APRIL 2024
Read: minutes of Council Meeting held on 8 April 2024 [(copy circulated).
Agreed: The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8 April 2024 were

agreed as an accurate record and adopted, on the proposal of
Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor Brennan.

Councillor Lee-Surginor enguired whether the loss adjusters had completed their assessmeants
with regard the Flood Scheme and if all applicants been notiied of the outcome,

rAr Malion advised it was anticipated the inspections would be completed within a week with
repors to follow, Officers had engaged with applicants to the Hardship Furd and letters of offer
had been issued to all those who were eligible for payments. Letters of offer were to be issued
to the first tranche of applicants for the enhanced scheme with payments made once funding
had been sacured through DFE.

rMembers wene advised a communications update would be issued o all applicants through the
grants system o advise of the current position and prograss with the scheme.

COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION

Ci038/2024 MINUTES OF ECONOMY, REGENERATION AND TOURISM
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 15 APRIL 2024

Read: Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committes Meaeting held
on 15 April 2024 (copy circulated).

ERT/NANZ024: Tourism Strateqy 2024-2029

A lengthy discussion ensued during which Councillor Jackson said it was with regret the DUP
group could not support the proposed tourism stralegy. He stated his Party had expressed a
case for the need to highlight the biggest touriasm attraction in the area, the Mourne Mountains
gnd the rich history of Ulster Soots which made it distinctive from other areas.

Councillor Jackson said it was disappointing and unacceptable that the areas and culture that
the DUP represented were ignored in the process.

2



Back to Agenda

Councillor Hanna voiced apposition to the use of Ireland's True Nature stating he felt it was
inapproprate and did not identify the area any differently.

Councillor Hanlon pointed out the brand had been consulted on, market tested and was not just
a decision for Councillors.

Having propased the Tourism Strategy at the Economy, Regenaration and Tourism Committes,
Councillor Feehan voiced support and proposed Council write to both the Economy Minister
Conor Murphy and the Irish Minister for Tourism, Catherine Morton, requesting that they meet
with a Crass-Party delegation of Counciliors to advance the Council's stated objective of
sacuring the inclusion of counties Armagh and Down in Ireland’s Ancient East. Councillor Finn
seconded the proposal.

Councillor Feehan confirmed he would therefore withdraw his motion as presented on item 14 of
the Council agenda.

Councillor Bowsie stated his belief that the Toursm Strateqy lacked cross community support,
was politically charged and did not create the best promaotion of the District. He spoke at length
about how the Tourism Strategy created division and that the DUP had expressed strong
oppositon from the beginning to “Ireland’'s True Nature” and the selective culture and history
associated with it in the strategy, He proposed an amendment for Ireland's True Nature to be
replaced for branding that could gain cross-community support, This was seconded by
Councillor Reilly,

Mr Mallon stated from an officer's perspective the Strrateqy presented had been developed in
neutral format that did not support one side of the community or another and the branding was a
separate piece of work that had been carried out in consultation with Membars, members of the
Tourism industry, the local tourism sector, had been market tested both locally and
internationally and was presented to Members with a range of opbons.,

The Chairperson advised that there would be a recorded vote (cogy of which is appended (o
these minules) on the proposal of Councillor Bowsie, secondead by Councillor Reilly for Ireland's
True Mature to be replaced for branding that can gain cross-community Support.

The resulls of the recarded vole were as follows:

FOR: 3]
AGAINST: 31
ABSTENTIONS: ]

The proposal was LOST.

Agreed: The Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism
Committee Meeting held on 15 April 2024 were agreed as an
accurate record and adopted on the proposal of Councillor
Clarke, seconded by Councillor Ruane,

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Feehan,
seconded by Councillor Finn Council write to both the
Economy Minister Conor Murphy and the Irish Minister for
Tourism, Catherine Morton, requesting that they meet with a
Cross-Party delegation of Councillors in order to advance the
Council's stated objective of securing the inclusion of
counties Armagh and Down in Ireland's Ancient East.
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CIDES/2024 MINUTES OF STRATEGY POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 18 APRIL 2024

Read: Minutes of Strategy Policy and Resources Committee Meeting held an 18
April 2024 (copy circulated)

Councillor Reilly advized he was unable o attend the Committee meeting and proposed that
Council commemorate the 80" anniversary of D-Day on 6 June 2024 in somea way, Councillor
Tavlor seconded the proposal. Mrs Ward advised that this would be a matter for the Good
Relations Forum and she would revert to Councillor Reilly directly.

SPRAST2024: Notice of Motion, MMR Vaccinations
Councilior Deviin thanked the Communications and Marketing team for their work in raising
awareness for the MMR Vaccination Campaign.

Agreed: The Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee
Meeting held on 18 April 2024 were agreed as an accurate
record and adopted, on the proposal of Councillor McAteer,
seconded by Councillor Howell.

CI0a0/2024 MINUTES OF ACTIVE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 22 APRIL 2024

Read: Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committes Meesting held on
22 Apnl 2024 (copy circulated),

Agreed: The Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 22 April 2024 were agreed as an accurate
record and adopted, on the proposal of Councillor Devlin,
saconded by Councillar K Murphy.

Clo91/2024 MINUTES OF SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 23 APRIL 2024

Read: Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting hald on 23
April 2024 (copy circulated).

Agreed: The Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committeg
Meeting held on 23 April 2024 were agreed as an accurate
record and adopted, on the proposal of Councillor Andrews,
seconded by Councillor Reilly.

Ci092/2024 PLAMNING SECTION

There were no issUes arising.

Cl09312024 CORRESPONDENCE REPORT

Read: Report dated 7 May 2024 from Mrs Ward, Chief Executive, regarding an
update on comespondence recenead for the attention of Council.
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Appandix 6 Response from the Department of infrastructure in relation fo Newry
Southern Relef Road

Councillor Faehan stated he strongly disagreed with the Infrastructure Minister's decision to
proceed with a fixed bridge on the Southern Relief Road and spoke of Newry's maritime past
and the history of the Canal being part of the town's DNA. He added that pressing ahead with
the decision to close off access w the Canal for a range of ships and vessels would not only be
# peychological biow for generations of Newry people but would be a short sighted, short term
cost saving decision with long term consequences for the vitality of Mewry Canal and the ability
to invest in its regeneration in the long term.

Councillor Finn spoke in agreement with Councilor Feehan and how the decision taken was
extremely dizappointing and had been taken when there was no Minister in place. She
proposed thal Coundil write 1o the Minster for Infrastructure o request he meet with Council and
explain why this decision was taken. Councillor Feehan seconded the proposal.

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Andrews, seconded by Councillor Byrne (o adjourn
the meeting at this point.

Meeting adjourned at ¥.02pm.
Meeting resumed at 7.15pm.

Councillor King stated this was a project that had been around for some time and Members
were conscious not to delay transformation for Mewry. He added it was disappointing that the
decision had been taken at a time when the Assembly was down and no Minister in place.

Councillor King advised Sinn F&in had worked hard lobhying for a lifting bridge and were
pleased that the current infrastructure Minister had carried out a review of the decision to try oo
ensure all options were exhausted. He stated significant financial constraints placed on the
Executive due to Tory Government underfunding had meant a lifting bridge was not
affordable. A key point for needing a lifting bridge was to ensure that Newry's canal was being
utilized to its fullest and was therefare looked at as part of the larger regeneration project such
a5 the development around MNewry City Park and the new Greanway.

Councillor Reilly spoke in support of the Minister's agreement and said the Minister had made a
vary difficult decision and shown courage as everyone wanted the road in place as quickly as
possible to take all the heavy traffic out of Mewry town centre which would be beneficial to the
health and well-being of the people of Mewry.

Councillor Hanna said he fell it was unnecessary o bring Minister O'Dowd to Council o explain
what he believed was a difficult but foreard-thinking decision.

Councillor kcAteer spoke of how the lifting bridge was policy of Council and that it should not
muove from that withoul any discussion on the decision taken.

Councillor Hanlon said she had no issue with any party writing to the Minister however she
behevad that scrutiny should come from the MLAS of the Assembly. She added it had been
decided on the back of a review and the problem was that there was a senous issue with
funding coming from the British Government.

Councilior Byrme responded that Council did have jurisdiction over Ministers as thizs was a
Council City Deal Project and reminded Members that the last Infrastructure Minister had met
with a delagation from Council in June 2022 (o hear the views on this project to take it forward,
He said it was therefore imperative that the Minister came (o Council to outline the reasons for
the decision taken.
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A show of hands vole was requestad on Councillor Finn's propasal that Council write to the
rinster for Infrastructure to reguest he meat with Council and explain why this decision was
taken to proceed with a fixed bridge, seconded by Councillor Feehan, the results of which were
as follows:

FOR: 31
AGAINST: B
ABSTENTIONS: 0

The proposal was declared CARRIED.

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Finn, Seconded
by Councillor Feehan that Council write to the Minister for
Infrastructure to request he meet with Council and explain
why the decision was taken to proceed with a fixed bridge.

Appendix 3: Response from Deparfment for Communities in refation to CAO0B3/2024 Naotice of
Muotion, Arts Sector Calls

In referring to the response recenved from the Communities Minister, Councillor Finn proposed
Council write back requesting that Arts funding be kept on the agenda as it had been badly cut
over the last 10 years. Counciflor Devlin seconded the proposal.

Councillor Camphell spoke in agreement with Councillor Finn's proposal as he had worked for
17 vears within Community Arts and knew the benefits of the arts across the community.

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Counciller Finn, seconded
by Councillor Devlin that Council write back to the Minister
for Communities requesting that arts funding be kept on the
agenda.

Appendix 4: Correspondence from Department for Communities, Head of Hausing Investment in
relation to protecting and enhancing the social housing funding.

Councillor Finnegan welcomed the correspondence from the Department for Communities and
reiterated that social and affordable homes must be prioritised and that building maore social,
gffordable homes was 8 priority and action was needed to demonstrate this and ensure that
housing was deliverad, especially for rural communities.

Appendix 5: Correspondence from Department of Agriculture, Emironment and Rural Affairs in
relation to CAOBV2024 Natice of Motion, Fisharies and Aquaculiure industries.

In welcoming the response from the Minister, Councillor Byme enquired whether & letter had
been sent 13 the Home Office and if not 12 ensure that the Home Office was contacted in the
same manner as previously done with the issue of seasonal workers in the mushroom industry.
Mrs Ward advised the letter had been sent however there had been no response as yvet.

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Camphbell,
seconded by Councillor K Murphy to note the
correspondence report and appendices including the
following:

Appendix 1 & 2; Correspondence from General Register
Office in relation to Coronavirus Act 2020 (Registration of
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Deaths and 5till-Births) (Extension) (No.2) Order (Northen
Ireland) 2024,

Appendix 3: Correspondence from Department for
Communities in relation to C/083/2024 Notice of Motion, Arts
Sector Calls.

Appendix 4: Correspondence from Department for
Communities, Head of Housing Investment in relation to
protecting and enhancing the social housing funding.

Appendix 5: Correspondence from the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in relation to
CI0BO2024 Fisheries and Aquaculture Industries.

Appendix 8 Correspondence from Department for
Infrastructure in relation Mewry Southern Relief Road.

Appendix 7: Correspondence from the NI Public Service
Cmbudsman in relation to changes in the investigation
process and a leaflet on the service.

Appendix 8: Correspondence from the Department for

Infrastructure in relation to CH061/2024, Notice of Motion, Rail
Service Belfast to Dublin.

Appendix 9: Correspondence from the Department of Health
in relation to CI0B1/2024, Notice of Motion, Cancer Traatment
Waiting Times.

Appendix 10: Correspondence from the Department of
Finance in relation to CI081/12024, Notice of Motion, Cancer
Treatment Waiting Times.

Appendix 11: Correspondence from the Department of Health
in relation to C/040/2024, Emergency General Surgery at
Daisy Hill Hospital.

Cl024/2024 NOTICE OF MOTION — MENMTAL HEALTH SERVICE PROVIDERS
ACROSS NEWRY, MOURNE AND DOWMN

The following motion was received from Councillor Shanvin:

"This Council fully recognises and aporeciates the work of mental health senvice providers
within Newry, Mouwrng and Down. 1T is witadity important that the senvice providers are supported
to sustain and grow for the future demand, This Council will wiite to the Health Minister Robin
Swann calling for him focommt fnancial funding o enalle new contracts being awarded and
procuremeant exarcises to be undertaken via the local Truses.”

The mation was seconded by Councitior Deviin,

In presenting the maotion, Councilior Sharvin spoke of how the District was lorunate o have the
best mental health service providers, supporting residents in the mast difficull of circumstancas
and how the outstanding work of those organisations provided a life saver for many within the
community. He stated it was vitality important that Council supported them at all times.
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Councillor Sharvin weant an to outline how local organisations were running year to yvear, month
to month as funding cuts and further reduction of opportunity via the Department of Health and
local Trusts had an impact. He made reference to how in recent sweeks a local mental health
charity faced an uncertain future as the Mental Health Suppont Fund launched in 2021 was
ending with no communication or information on what financial support they would receive gaing
forward.

Councillor Sharvin highlighted the majorty of organisations reported their biggest financial
income was fundraising and in the cost-of-lving crisis this had been a challenge. He stated he
had brought the motion o call on the Health Minister to appropriately fund mental health service
providers in Newry, Mourme and Down and get serious aboul mental health for all.

In seconding the motion, Councilior Deviin spoke of the work of chanties and organisations
District wide and how often it went unnaticed unless you weare the parson or family mamber of
someone in need. These organisations were plugging the hole of Trusts and central
Government, and the hole was ever deepening.

In thanking Councillor Shanin for bringing the motion, Councillor Hanlon paid tribute o the
many mental health chanties who supported the residents of the Distnct, She spoke of how the
rMental Health crisiz continued to grow with increasing numbers of people waiting for mental
health support and more people losing their lives as a result of alcohol and drug issues. Those
struggling with mental health and addiction issues on a daily basis could not wait and the
Minister and his officials needed to commit to the funding model as a matter of priority.

In concurring with the remarks made regarding service providers Councillor Truesdale said
there was more depth to the problem that could not be solved in Council. She pointed out
statutory mental services were funded by the Trust, and in the voluntary sector there were
charilies who applied for PHA contracts and charities who managed on grants and donatlions,

Councillor Truesdale proposad an amendment that the motion include the following: and an
action plan for engaging the valuntary and social enterprise sectors in s supply chain,

Councillor Sharvin accepted the amendment.
Councillors Jackson and Reilly voiced their suppart far the motian.

Agreed: It was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Councillor
Sharvin, seconded by Councillor Devlin that Council fully
recognises and appreciates the work of mental health service
providers within Newry, Mourne and Down. It is vitality
important that the service providers are supported to sustain
and grow for the future demand. This Council will write to the
Health Minister Robin Swann calling for him to commit
financial funding to enable new contracts being awarded and
procurement exercises to be undertaken via the local Trusts
and an action plan for engaging the voluntary and social
enterprise sectors in its supply chain.”

Cioas{2024 NOTICE OF MOTION — ROAD MAINTENMANCE

The following mation was received from Councitlor Byrne:

"This Councll expresses extreme disappontment at the continued detenoration of our rural
roads and recognises the impact it has on motorisis and the executive budget through
subsequent compensabon claims. This Councll supports the recommendations made fin 2019 in
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Jim Bartan's Indepandent Rewview info the Funding Requirameants for Structural Maintenance of
the Narthem Ireland road network, Council wntes to the Minister for infrastructure and Minister
for Finance asking both departments fo outline the steps taken fo implement the Barton
recommendations o date and commif to a multi-year budget to properly address the
mainienance of our roads.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor MoAteer.

In presenting the motion Councilior Byrme said peopie across the District were fed up with the
poar state and the constant detenoration of raads year on year with rural communities
particularly impacted negatively (rural roads made up 77% of the entire road network across the
north, which was 20,000 out of 26,000 kilometres of roads and nearly §1% of those roads were
unclassified and not fit for purpose). He spoke about pothole patching and the unsafe
reguiremants and the rest of a road being left in disrepair due to oparating on a limited service
and referred to a report from the Narthern Ireland Audit Office which recommended the
pathering and reporting of statistics on road networks and how the figures over the last number
of years painted a grim picture for the District.

Reference was made to a number of statistics including that in 2023 there were 100 487 defects
across the whole of the north showed one in five of the defects were in within this Council area.
In comparison to other Council areas in last four years up to 2023 there wera 73,000 defects in
Mewry, Moume and Down compared to Ards and North Down which was 16,000,

Councillor Byme pointed out that the DFI had a statutory duty to maintain reads in a safe and
serviceable condition. He said gudance and slandards related to inspections and delects to
keep in line with their statutony duty however those standards had been changed 12 imes ina 3
yvaar perod. He guestioned how could get consistency in inspactions or fixing defects whan the
standards and the guidance had changed 12 timas in 36 months.

In secanding the mation, Councillor MeAteer said it was important o nate that the Nothem
Ireland Audit Office made recommendations to assist the Department going forward and that
needed to be listened to. He pointed out the real situation on the ground was being masked and
the fact was there could be 20% savings with a & year programme committed budget.

Councillor MoAteer made reference to another recommendation to engage with all stakeholders
involved including local Councils and that the SDLP would encourage that taking a step further
by devohing financing responsibilities for non-trunk roads to ensure a fair distribution and
managed appropriatety.

In speaking in support of the moton Councillor D Murphy stated the big issue for many was
livirgg under vears of Tory austerity which had manitasted tself in the North with regards to
nfrastructure, education, health el He staled all parties agreed thal there was a massive
underspend that could not be ignored and proposed the following amendment;

That Council write to the British Governmen! requesting them o fulflil the demand from all
parties That they adeguately fund pubilic services in the north.

Counclllor Byme agreed to accept Councillor D Murphy's amendmaeant.
Councillors Hanna and Lee-Surginor vaiced support for the motion on behalf of their Parties.

Agreed: It was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Councillor Byrne,
seconded by Councillor McAteer that Council expresses extreme
disappointment at the continued deterioration of our rural roads and
recognises the impact it has on motorists and the executive budget
through subsequent compensation claims. This Council supports
the recommendations made in 2019 in Jim Barton's Independent
Review into the Funding Reguirements for Structural Maintenance of
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the Northern Ireland road network. Council writes to the Minister for
Infrastructure and Minister for Finance asking hoth departments to
outline the steps taken to implement the Barton recommendations
to date and commit to a multi-year budget to properly address the
maintenance of our roads. Council write to the British Government
requesting them to fulfil the demand from all parties That they
adequately fund public services in the north.

Cl096/2024 MOTICE OF MOTION — RIGHT TO FOOD

The Tollowing motion was received from Councillor Galbraith:

“This Councll recagnises the impact the scourge of food poverty is having on families right
across this area, made worse by the cost of iving emergency, and gives its formal backing o
the Right To Food campaign, joining cities like Belfast, Derry and Liverpaol in hecoming a Right
To Food Cily Council. We believe thal this Executive and the British Gavernmen! must prichinzse
food poverty, implementing & range of new measures including universal free school meais,
support for commumty kifchens and enshrining the Right To Foaod for all through legisiation.
This Councll will aiso write ta the Minister for Communities, calling for immediate action on the
implementation of an anti-poverty strategy.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Andrews.

In presenting the motion, Councillor Galbraith saud he believed poverty was not mevilahle, that
poverty was a political choice and asked members to support the motion in recognising that
access o food should be a basic human right for all and as a Council would continue 1o strive to
respond 1o the hunger that exists within communities and called on Government o lackle the
issue head on.

Councillor Galbraith said it was unacceptable that 1 in 5 children were experiencing poverty ancd
that a large percentage of households were unable to afford the basic items. There was a
respansibility for Council to tackle poverty and hold the Executive to account for failing to
implemeant an anti-poverty strategy that would pull 50 many out of hardship and place the Right
to Food as & priority for all.

In seconding the maotion, Councillor Andrews thanked Councillor Galbraith for bringing the
muotion forward highlighting the impact food poverty was having on the suffering of many.
Reference was made (o the impact of Welfare reform and the cost-of-living crisis and how within
a few weeks, schools would be closing for a ot of children who depend on a meal at school.

Councillor Andrews saad Council needed 1o send a powerful message of soldarity that il was
with the many people within the District who faced crisis and hardship and by becoming a Right
to Food Council ensure that the praper funding and compassian from the govemment (o give
help,

Speaking in suppart of the molion, Counalllor O'Hare commendad the excellent work of local
food banks and the work of the County Daown Rural Community Network in setting up social
supermarkets and the introduction of free school meal payments during holidays.

Councillor O'Hare made refarence to a recant report from the NI Audit Office on child poverty
which outlined in detail that one in five children was living in poverty. Children receving free
school meals were twice as kely 1o leave school with no GCSEs, and there were ongoing
concerns about school attendance. All evidence showed that children who grow up in poveny
wers more likely to experience health inequalities, have lower levels of educatonal attainment
and 0 expansnce poverty as adults,
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Councillor O'Hare proposed an amendment to the motion to include the following:
fo wiite fo the Minister for Education also, as they have a role fo play in tackiing food poverty.

Councillor Galbraith accepted the amendmeant,
Councillors Lee-Surginor and Hanna voiced support for the motion on behalf of their Parties.

In supporting the motion Councilior Bowsie commended the work of local community groups
and said he would like o see the Council working with churches and parish church
organisations and work 10 support their food banks and the different grant schemes that they
give out.

Agreed: It was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Councillor Galbraith,
seconded by Councillor Andrews that Council recognises the
impact the scourge of food poverty is having on families right
across this area, made worse by the cost of living emergency, and
gives its formal backing to the Right To Food campaign, joining
cities like Belfast, Derry and Liverpool in becoming a Right To Food
City Council.

We believe that this Executive and the British Government must
prioritise food poverty, implementing a range of new measures
including universal free school meals, support for community
kitchens and enshrining the Right To Food for all through
legislation.

This Council will also write to the Minister for Communities, calling
for immediate action on the implementation of an anti-poverty
strategy and write to the Minister for Education also, as they have a
role to play in tackling food poverty.

Cl097/2024 NOTICE OF MOTION = IRELAND'S ANCIENT EAST
Agreed: The Mation was withdrawn by Councillor Feehan.
CI098/2024 NOTICE OF MOTION - DOG FOULING

Motice of Motion received from Councillor Howia:

"That thiz Council will be focused on providing long ferm solutions around enforcement and
conmymunication campaigns with regard o dog fouling, Council officers will also look at best-
practice in Councils who already operate a customer reporting hub such as BCC.

This Councll will use data provided by members of the public, elected members wWa a customer
fwib, hortspors will be ideniified and enforcement officers will know exactly areas of most need,
this will then inform social media and posts by Council on areas experiencing figh daog fouling,
encouraging the public o become more aware of their responsibifities.  Data may also be used
o wante oul whare bing are lacking In the dislict and inform their placement.”

The mation was seconded by Councillor Truesdale.
Agreed: The Motion was referred to the Sustainability and Environment

Committee in accordance with Standing Order 16.1.6
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Cl098/2024 MOTICE OF MOTION — BABY LOSS

Motice of Motion received from Councillor Howell:

"That this Council acknowiedges the grief, pain and frauma causad by tha foszs of a baby during
pregnancy; recognises that the frauma felt is exacerbated by bereaved parants having (o tfrave/
to England for a post-maortem due to the absence of a local perinatal and paediatric pathologist,
further recognises the potential of an all-island paediatric pathology service so bereaved parents
can access post-mortems on the island of ireland; beleves parents showld have the option (o
hawe their child™s memory recorded with an official cerlificare free of charge; and supports [he
intention of the Finance Minister to develop & Baby Loss Certificate Scheme for those parenis
that have lnst a baby during a baby pregnancy before 24 weeks."

The motion was seconded by Councilior S Murphy.

In presenting the mation, Councilor Howell said there was not a Member in the chamber who
had not been impacted or knew of a family who had been impacted by baby loss, a loss that
brought indescribable grief which stayed with parents and families for the rest of their lives.
mMembers were informed pregnancy loss affected approximately 1 in 4 pregnancies, and sadby,
where this loss occurred prior to 24 weeks the [ack of suppon and acknowledgemeant for that
baby and their families was stark.

Councillor Howell spoke of how recening the earth-shattering news that your baby had passed
away was the worst news imaginable for many parents and spoke of her own personal loss
when at 28 weeks pregnant, her linle gir Blanaid in 2010 it felt like her world had ended.

Councillor Howell advised her Sinn Féin colleagues had tabled a motion in the Assembly calling
for the official recognition of this loss by commiting to deliver a baby loss certificate scheme for
parents who lost a child before 24 weeks of pregnancy and to acknowledge the absence of a
local perinatal and pasdiatric pathologist and further recognise the potential of an all-island
paediatric patholegy service.

Councillor Howell pointed out the devastation of loss was only further compounded when
families faced the further hearbreak by having to take their child to Liverpool's Alder

Hey Children's Hospital for post-maortem services and spoke of her own experience that if her
family had wanted a postmortem carried out on Blanaid she would have to travel to Liverpool,
She spoke of how to this day it was very hard to understand why they could not access the
services here and how they still had =0 many unanswered guestions.

Councillor Howell commended the Finance Minister who had committed to work towards the
delivery of this cerlificate scheme and the Economy Minister who was working o expand
Parental Bereavement Leave o include those who had lost a baby prior to 24 weeks,

In seconding the motion, Councillor S Murphy said it was important that the needs and wishes
of those families that had been impacted by baby loss be put first, especially when it came 0
perinatal and paediatric pathology services, She spoke of families within her constituency who
hawve had to endure being separated from their precious baby's and it was something they would
never get over.

Councillor S Murphy commended the work of organisations who provided invaluable support to
families through their 255 e.g. SANDS, Cradle, Littke Forgat Me Mots, Aching Arms, and Tiny
Life and how they brought a wealth of experience and expertize to help develop the
compassionate came and suppon for bereaved parents. They had emphasised just how
significant the implementation of a baby loss certiicate scheme was in recognising the loss for
families and facilitate the grieving process.
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In speaking of his own personal experience with a family member and the loss of their haby,
Councilior Lewis proposed the following amendment to omit further recognises o an all-refand:
seeks the reinstatement of a regional paediatric pathology senvice in Northem Ireland, whilst
recagnising the potential for mutually beneficial cross-border cooperation.

Councillor Howell accepted the amendmeant.
Councillors Davlin and Treesdale voiced support for the motion an behall of their Parties,

Agreed: It was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Councillor
Howell, seconded by Councillor 5 Murphy that this Council
acknowledges the grief, pain and trauma caused by the loss
of a baby during pregnancy; recognises that the trauma felt is
exacerbated by bereaved parents having to travel to England
for a post-mortem due to the absence of a local perinatal and
paediatric pathologist; seeks the reinstatement of a regional
paediatric pathology service in Northern Ireland, whilst
recognising the potential for mutually beneficial cross-border
cooperation; believes parents should have the option to have
their child's memory recorded with an official certificate free
of charge; and supports the intention of the Finance Minister
to develop a Baby Loss Certificate Scheme for those parents
that have lost a baby during a baby pregnancy before 24
weeks."

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 8.28pm.

For confirmation at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 3 Junie 2024,

Signed:
Chairperson

Chief Executive
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NEWRY, MOURNE & DOWMN DISTRICT COUNCIL

VEMNUE: Downshire Civic Centre MEETING: Council Meeting

RECORDED VOTE

Back to Agenda

osal of Councillor Bowsie, seconded by Councillor Reilly for

Iraland's True Nature to be replaced for branding that can gain cross-community support

COUNCILLOR FOR AGAINST ABSTAIN | ABSENT
T Andrews 1
C Bowsie 1
J Brennan 2
PByme 3 ]
P Campbell 4
W Clarke K
L Devlin B
C Enright . i
K Feehan 7
B Finn B
A Finnegan 8
C Galbraith 10 |
M Gibbons - v
0 Hanlan 11
G Hanna 2
V Harte 1z
R Howell 13
T Howie 14
J Jackson 3
i:‘: ]-C_ﬂ_g;ns 15
| C King 16
M Larkin 17
(] Lee-surginnr 18
A Lewis 4
0 Magennis 18
A Mathers 20
D McAteer 21
L McEvoy 22
S O'Hare 23
D Murphy 24
K Murphy 25
S Murphy 26
A Quinn 27
H Reilly g
M Rice 28
M Ruane 20
G Sharvin a0
D Taylor G
J Tinnelly )
J Truesdale 31
TOTALS 6 31 = 3
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NEWRY, MOURMNE & DOWN DISTRICT COLUNCIL

NMCISC

Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 29 April 2024 at 6.00pm in Downshire

Chamber

In the Chair:

In attendance in Chamber:

In attendance in Chamber:

[Officials)

Also in attendance in
Chamber:

SCI01072024

Counciltor V¥ Harte

Councillor T Andrews
Councilkzr J Brennan
Councillor P Campbell
Councillor A Finnagan
Counciller J Jackson
Councillor C King
Councillor A Lewis
Councilbor O Moateer
Councillor K Murphy
Councillor A Quinn
Counciller G Sharvin

Councillor C Bowsie
Councillor P Byme
Councillar L Creviin
Councillar O Hanlon
Councillor G Keams
Councillar D Lee-Surginar
Councillar A Mathears
Councillor O Murphy
Councillor § O'Hare
Councillor H Reilly
Caouncillor J Truesdale

mrs B Ward, Chief Executive

Miss 5 Taggart, Democratic Services Manager [Acting)
Mrs F Branagh, Democratic Services Officer

Mrs M Strannay, Democratic Services Officer

Ml Water

Mr Ronan Larkin, Director of Finance, Regulation and

Commercial

Dir Steve Blockwell, Head of Investment Management,
Engineering & Sustainability Directorate

APOLOGIES & CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apalogies were recaived from Councillors Clarke, Ennight, Feshan, Finn, Galbraith, Gibbons,
Howeell, Larkin, McEvaoy, MchMurray, S Murphy, Rice, Ruane and Taylaor.

The Chairperson wished former Councillor Andy MeMurray best wishes following his

promotion o MLA.

SCioiyzo24

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

SCl012r2024

NI WATER

The Chairperzon welcomed the Mr Ronan Larkin and Dr Steve Blockwell to the meeting and
invited them o make their presentation. (Copy attached to these minutes)

Following the presentation the Chairperson invited questions and comments from Members:
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With the limited budget mentioned, and significant investmant outlined within the
presentation, how would MI \Water prioritise the planned works as outlined?

Drid W1 Water have any details regarding sewage discharges into the Mewry, Mourme
and Down area and how much was above the regulaton limit?

Was there an overall plan for upgrading capacity issues within existing networks in the
Mourne area?

Impact Assessments were understood to be carried out by outside consultants = was
this an expertise issue and did it ultimately have an impact on budget?

There was an ongoing problem in Killeayy Road area in Mewry with residents
gxperiencing sewage backing up into houses during tmes of heavy rain. |1 was
undersiood that remedial work had been carried out but what was the long-term plan to
address this as any flooding issues such as this would have budget implications?
With 200 new houses proposed and approved within the Newry area, where would the
wastewater leed inta if the system was already al capacity?

Were the faciliies in Silent Valley scheduled for upgrades or repair as the paths were
not currently accessible?

Was there an issue with the ilets at the far end of Silent Valley as it had been
reported that they were regularly closed, and also a wasp's nest was reported to be
Incated within the (oilet block?

There was an ongoing billing issue with M Water with a local chanty for several
months could this be addressed?

With & development restriction within the Dundrum area was it possible for permission
be given to demobsh and rebuild & bullding with plans to connact this to the main
drainage system at a later date, once restrictions were lifted?

With the current development constraints in the Newry area, and with this Council
receiving such a high number of planning applications, could Ml Water provide a list of
delegated areas that currenthy had capacity 1o allow progression of planning
applications?

Was Ml Water information up to date in relation to available capacity with regard to
reductions as well as projected increases, such as knowladge of business closing or
relocating?

Could urgent attention be directed towards the recording of discharges into the s2a,
specifically at Warrenpaint Harbour?

Would the proposed investment in Kilkeel free up capacity in the sewage system? A
housing application in the area was denied due to infrastructure so the development
could not proceed, with the agent having been advised to create their own wastewater
treatment works which could then ink in with drainage system,

Whould consideration be given o free access for local residents to Silent Valley?

Was it possible to address the issue of sewage being releasad into Annalong during
heawvy rainfall?

Why was Saintfield not on the PC21 list of proposed development works even though
there were some development constraints?

Wauld it be beneficial to split M1 Water into v agencies, one for drinking water and
one for sewage 52 there weren't any potential competing prionties within the
organisation?

Were any plans being considered to invest in areas like Derryboy or Darragh Cross, as
they had almost guadrupled in size in the last numbear of yvears with no infrastrociune
Investment?

Concems were raised over water quality in Strangford Lough and Killyleagh. Could Mi
Water manitar and make freely available the results of water quality testing so the
public was aware of where o find relevant information?
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»  Was there a plan to address the apparent capacity issues in Saintfield as during heavy
rainfall water was gushing from manhole covers.

» Following a pre-development enquiry, why were some applicants asked to then pay for
an Impact Assessment, which costs a lot of money that hadn't been budgeted for?

The delegation responded as follows:

¢« Planned works were priorifised using & mafrix in association with NI Environment
Agency {MIEA) Drinking Water Inspectorate to ensure drinking water quality.

»  NIEA were responsible for granting consent to discharge into the waterways of treated
effluent. All discharges were sampled and tested on a regular basis. Unfortunatehy,
there was not enough data to answer the guestion, but Ml Water held a lot of
infarmation about discharges and about the consents and standards to which they
were held,

» The PC21 schemes were listed in size order, but not necessarily priority order. There
was work ongoing alongside plans to invest in the madium ta long term,

¢ The Combined Sewer Overflow (C50) which was fed into from a flushing toilet or
emplying sink. As with all parts of the LK, this was heavily combined with the storm
waler and drainage system, and was constantly monitored o ensure thal no oul of
sewer flooding or propeny flooding occurred. During heawvy rains the drainage system
could overflow so some work was required 1o address the volumetric issue 10 stop this
from happening.

« Ml Water did have extensive data on discharges, but not as much as vwould prefer,
With budget constraints, the decision came down to whether funding was better spent
on measuring tools for accurate measuring or on the many required upgrades.

» Thera was a planned upgrade to Moume and Kilkeel as outlined in PC21 shide, and
when funding was sacured, these planned upgrades would progress.

« Impact assessments were carriad out by both internal and external teams, they were
outsourced at imes to help ensure the workload continued guickly and effectively.

» Killeavy Road area was noled as being in need of significant modemisation, and it was
currently being addressed. Mr Larkin stated that when issues arose, Ml Water
responded well to gel the system back to capacity and ensure any averflow had been
cleared up. This was not ideal for residents, but any investment would improve this
reCcurring issue.

» Thera were areas within the Newry drainage system that had their own staff and
contractors, but the area needed significant modernisation, Thera was more volume
than ever going through the system, and N1 Water nead to invest wisely 1o ensure
fewer issues arose going fonwvard.

o Mr Larkin advised that Mewry was at maximum capacity and NI Water were currently
working with the Depantment 10 secure investment 1o continue all upgrade works.

«  The Silent Valley paths had been damaged by weather and a pragramme of repair
works was underway; the paths would be opened again when this was complete,

The Silent Walley toilet schedule would be investigated, and the wasps nest dealt with.
With regard to the query regarding billing for a local charity, the delegation advised
they would follow up with the Member directly following the meeting.

» Dundrum was outlined tvice on the PCZ1 plans with NI \Water committed 1o optimising
funding, but without knowing any details of the case regarding connecting to the
network at a later date they would not be able to comment. In respect 10 Dundrum, Mr
Larkin advised that there had been an extra requirement placed on them by MIEA in
terms of the sand dunes being designated an Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASS])
and as such their proposed works were taking longer than anticipated.
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= With existing capacity constrainis within the Newry area, Mr Larkin advised he would
ook &t a boundary map to see if it was possible to issue a delegated area hist in
relation to capacity issues and planning applications.

« NI Water did take into account closing businesses in relation to capacity as it was
comtinuously being monitored,

¢ With a particular reference to Warrenpoint Harbour, Mr Larkin noted that sewage, by
its nature, smells, When in a treatmeant works facility, there was no smell as the ellluant
was well mixed with water, and NI Water were therefore confident that any smells were
not coming from their Warrenpoint Wastewater Treatment Works (WhaTW).

» Thera had heen some remedial work completed within the Kilkeal area. In relation (o
the development refusal and advice given to put in the applicant’s own WwWTW, Mr
Larkin advised that this was not recommended as 00 many smaller satellite WwTW
facilities were harder to amalgamate and would inadvertently put a burden an the
system elsewhere, He stated it would also result in imcreased costs for buyer, resulting
in unaffordable housing.

» Charging into Silent Valley was seen as a potentially sensitive issue. Mr Larkon advised
that charges were in place o meet and recover costs for assets hosbed onsite and
gueried where to draw the boundary ling for free access.

» With regard o Annalong Harbour discharges dunng heavy rainfall, ©r Blockwell
advisad he would have to review the issue and would respond to the Member directly.

s Ay funding spends in Saintfield required a decigion regarding the priositisation of need
within constrained capacity and the optimal use of available funds. Saintfield was
noted within the PC27T plan which covered the 6-year penod from 2027 = 2033, Mr
Larkin advised that Saintfield would be considered in relation 1o available funds and
optimisation of the overall drainage system.

»  Dividing NI Water into two agencies would end up as two entities with compeating
priorities and smaller budgets. Maintaining bath together allowsed for maximising
svaillable funds, and a knowledge ot both systems that ensured one did not negatively
impact the ather.

»  Mr Larkin adwvised that NI Water would look at making information more accessible on
Iheir wabsite lor everyone, He advised people 10 contact NI Water direct il they had
any gueries in relation o water quality.

» A pre-development enguiry urged developers (o discuss their plan, which enabled NI
Water to offer advice on capacity availability within a certain time frame. &n Impact
Assessment alloweed an application to progress further, to st out further detail around
the scheme and how it would connect to the network. It was then modelled through
gny planned improvements and upgrades to help influence a decision. Each case was
looked at in its own ments, and solutions to issues were often discovered during these
models that hadn't been considered. With each case being looked at on its own merits,
there were times when NI Water refused to accept an Impact Assessment payment a5
they knew that specific applications were simply not feasible at current capacity,

The Chairperson thanked the defegation for their presentation and lime,

Councillor Howie left the meeting during the above discussions — 7:00pm
Councillor Magennis left the meeting during the above discussions — 7:11pm

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 07.30pm.

For adoption at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 3™ June 2024,

Signed:
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Director
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NI Water was formed in 2007

+ Independently ragulated and bound by
Companies Act 2006

« Government (D1} is our sole shareholder

« Lty Requlator detenmines the funding that  is
necessany to deliver required business plan
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tenchmarked againsl GB peers

« Our shareholder 15 our onty source of capilal
funding

o PC2T Price Control peniod runs from 2021 -2027
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NI Water: Vital Infrastructure
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Newry Mourne & Down District Council Ambitions LDP

Vision:

Mewry, Maume a0 Down & 2 glace wil by 8 rong, sale and vibranl
cammunities where evargore has 2 good quelity of [Fe ard ecoess
bo oppartunitias, chaices and high <quadity senvices which ae
Newry, Mourne and Down sislainable, accessible and meel peonie's neecs.

Local Development Plan 2030

By 2030

b 15,0004 new homes
= B00{+new jobs

ity and Wain Town - Newry, Dovnpsalrichk

Local Towns- Neweaslle, Warman pond, Kil keel, Salynshingh,
Saintledd, Kilyleagh, Casiewslan, Bessboook, Crossmagien,
Villages - 23

Senall Setilements - 55

100 years since cutting the first
sod local schools, relatives of
original workers, elecled
representatives and
competition winners join NI
VWater fo celebrate
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Delivered Capital Schemes - Mourne Wall

Latest Phase

+  More than 200 repairs completed

« Across 15 mountaing

+ 800 collapses fixed

«  Owerall, 900 collapses fxed over 22 miles since 2017

Delivered Capital Schemes

Warrenpaint WwTW £16m Fofanmy Clear YWater Basin £9m

T -
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NI Water's 3 Stage Planning Process

1.Pree
davelopmen

enquiry (POE)

2 impact 3, Planning

ASSESSMEen] Permizsion

NI Water will support applications where;

* avakd Pre -Dovedapment Enguery (FDE] identifles ro capacity Issues

* @ solufion has been agread folowing the Impact Assessment process {tis wil be condiioned on
dediveny of solution )

M1 Water will recommend refusal where:
the PDE glannng process has nal been kllowed.

We are heppy to reconsider after FOE! Impact Assessment has besn com iIE’tH -

NI Water - Solutions Engineering

Wastewater Impact Assessments received by NI Water for Newry

Mourne & Down District Council Area

Solutions Engineering Reports Issued to 63
Developers
Closed off; like for like development/ 22

Developer provided WwTW /[ extant
planning approval

Ww Impact Assessment being 56
progressed
Total 141



Agenda 5.0 / Special Council Minutes - 2024-04-29.pdf

Newry Mourne & Down District Council
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NEWRY MOURNE £& DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Economy, Regeneration & Tourism Committee Meeting
held on Monday 13 May 2024 at 6.00pm in the Boardroom, Monaghan Row.

Chairperson: Councillor M RBuane

Committee Members

in attendance: Councillor T Andrews Councillor C Bowsie
Councillor W Clarke Councillor i Feehan
Councillor C Galbraith Councillor G Hanna
Councillor G Kearns Councillor = Murphy
Councilbor & Cuinn Councillor J Tinnelhy

Councillor J Truesdale

Officials in attendance: mr C Malkon, Director of Economy, Regenaration & Tourism
Mr J McGilly, Assistant Director of Regeneration
Ms M Boyle, Head of Tourism Development and Visitor
Expenence
Ms A McVeigh, Head of Regeneration and Business
Development
Miss S Tagoarl, Democratic Services Managar (Acting)
Mz F Branagh, Democratic Services Officer
Mrs M Stranney, Demacratic Services Officer

Also in attendance: Morthern Ireland Co-Ownership:

hir b Graham, Chief Executive
Mr C O'Meill, Director of Product Devaelopmeant

ERT/D46/2024: APOLOGIES | CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apologies were received from Councillor Camplball.

ERTID4712024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Andrews declared an interest in item ERT/025/2024 which appeared on the action
sheel,

ERT/048/2024: ACTION SHEET ECONOMY, REGENERATION & TOURISM
COMMITTEE MEETING MONDAY 15 APRIL 2024

Read: Action Sheet ansing out of the Minutes of the Economy, Regaeneration &
Tourizm Committee Meeting held on Monday 15 April 2024, (Copy
circulated)

Councillor Andrews reguested an update on the statws of Ballykinlar hut and was infarmed this
Was an ongoing process and a report would be brought to Committee at a future date.

Having declared an interest in ERTI025/2024, Councillor Andrews left the meeting at this
stage — 6.04pm
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Regarding concerns rased by Councillor Truesdale on the Tourism Strategy, the Chairperson
stated that the Tourism Strategy had already been approved at the last meeting.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Kearns, seconded by
Councillor S Murphy, it was agreed to note the Action Shaet
arising from the Economy, Regeneration & Tourism
Committee Meeting held on Monday 15 April 2024.

Councillor Andrews returning to the meeting at this stage = 6.06pm

PRESENTATION

ERT/D49/2024: PRESENTATION FROM MARK GRAHAM — CO-OWNERSHIP

The Chairperson welcomed Mr Mark Graham and Mr Charlie O'Meill to the meeting and invited
them to make their presentation. (Copy altached o these minutes)

Mr Mark Graham, Chief Executive, Co-Ownership thanked the Chairperson for the invitation to
attend the meeting and stated Co-Ownership was founded in 1978 and were funded by the
Department of Communities and throughout their ime had assisted over 33,000 people into
home ownership, He stated Co-Ownearship represented around 7% of the first-time buyer market
in Morthem Ireland. He advised the purpose of presenting o local Councils was to begin
comversations arcund lecal development plans and where Co-Cwnership may fit into this as well
a5 ensuring that people were made aware that Co-Ownership exists (o enable people (o buy
property.

Following the presentation the Chairperson invited questions and comments from Members:

e Would Co-Ownership review the current capped amount of £195,000 as this area. in
particular, along coastal areas that figure would not be sufficient to purchase property?

»  Could the over 55 scheme be developed o include assisting current homeownears with
existing homes?
Was the buyout amount calculated at the anginal purchase price or market value?

= When considering Co-Ownership wha would be responsible for payving valuation and
conveyancing fees?

s Was there any dala o suggest why the uptake of Co-Ownership within Mewry, Mourme
and Down District was so low?

« | alandowner had availability of land, what would trigger the role that the Housing
Executive would play in the scenaria?

# |norder to apphy for Co-Ownership, would applicants need to be in employment?

The delegation responded to the queries as follows:

#  The capped amount was reviewead penodically by the Departrment of Communities and in
the future, Local Development Plans would include reguirements that new build
developments must incorporate a certain proportion of affordable homes in their plans.

»  The over-55 scheme could be assessed to determine if it could be developed to cater to
specific circumstances.

«  Co-Ownership subsidises fees, however if the applicant was to sell the houge, thay woulld
pay the comvevancing fees.

 With regard to low numbers of uptake in the area, it could be that higher housing
transactions usually mean more businass and patentially higher property prices in some
areas contribute to this trend. An advertising campaign would be launched soon, covering
digital platforms, TV, and billhoards. Events wera held with every oppartunity taken to
share information, however customer choice was always paramount, and Co-Ownership
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was committed o assisting individuals throughout Morthern Irefand, regardless of their
location,

¢ Mot sure of what Newry, Mourne and Down Planning Policies are but wwould normally be
triggered by a particular size.

¢ Applicants would need to be emploved and affordability assessments and credit checks
wers carriad out betore being approved tor Co-Ownership, however, each case would be
assessad on its indnvidual requirements.

NOTICES OF MOTION

ERTIOS0/2024: NOTICE ©OF MOTION Ci082/2024 — CROSS BORDER TEACHING
REGISTRATION
Read: REeport dated 13 May 2024 from Ms & McVeigh, Head of Regeneration

and Business Development regarding Cross Border Teaching
Eegistration. (Copy circulated)

Councillor Feehan thanked the officers for tha paper and proposed the recommendations with
an addition for engagement with Louth and Monaghan County Councils, He stated he had
received feedback from young teaching graduates about the difficulties achieving permanent
teaching posts in the Morth and also with progressing through the registration process inthe
South, The proposal was seconded by Councillor Andraws,

Councillor Truesdale addressed the ongoing challenges faced by individuals in the South,
parlicularly focusing on the disparites within the mullidenominational education system and the
reguiremeant to have an Irish Language gualification. She gueried whether the obstacles as she
had outlined would go across the entire Republic rather than just Louth and Monaghan.
Councillor Truesdale expressed scepticism about the potential impact of the Labour Partnership
or the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corrdor in relaxing these conditions, She asked what the
proposer of the motion and officials would hope the review would contain without reguesting
more favourable terms being given over to teachers in the Morth of Ireland.

Councillor Quinn supported the motion and stated that it was a language qualification and
not specifically the Irish Language that was required for some teaching posts in the Republic.

Az there was dissent in the chamber, the Charrperson put the proposal to a vote, the resulis of
which were as follows:

FOR: 10
AGAINST: 1
ABSTENTIONS: 2

In summing up, Councillor Feshan thanked Members lor supporting his motion, while
highlighting his disappointment at those who voted against.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Feehan, seconded by
Councillor Andrews, it was agreed that Council will engage
through the LMP to review and identify opportunities for
synergies between key stakeholders, including the Dublin
Belfast Economic Corridor in respect of cross-horder
teaching registration and employment practices.

It was also agreed that engagement be undertaken with Louth
and Monaghan County Councils.



Back to Agenda

FOR DECISION

ERTIDSL/2024: DUBLIN-BELFAST ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (DBEC)

Read: Report dated 13 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of Economy,
Regeneration and Tourism regarding Dublin Belfast Economic Corridar
Partnershipg: Update. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Feehan, seconded by

Councillor Kearns, the following was agreed:

= To note the update provided against the Dublin Belfast
economic Corridor Partnership

« To approve that council, as the administrative lead for the
DEEC Partnership process two procurement processes
as detailed below.

« Feasibility Study for Cluster Development: Offshore wind
supply chain (subject to funding approval)

« External consultancy support for development of bid to
Peace Plus theme 6.1: Strategic Planning and

Engagement
FOR INFORMATION
ERTIDS2/2024: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CALL 1 — GODD RELATIONS
Read: Eeport dated 13 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of Economy,

Regeneration and Tounsm regarding Financial Assistance Call 1 — Good
Relations. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Galbraith, seconded by
Councillor Andrews, the following was agreed:
= To note the appendices attached to the officer's report for
Good Relations and issue letters of offer.
= Pre-letter of offer conditions met prior to issue of full
letter of offer issued and where this is not satisfied
budget to be re-allocated.

ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 6 OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI} 2014

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Bowsie, seconded by
Councillor Andrews, it was agreed to exclude the public and
press from the meeting during discussion on the following
matters which related to exempt information by virtue of
Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government
Act (Morthern Ireland) 2014 = information relating 1o the
financial or business affairs of any particular person
(including the Council holding that information).

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Quinn, seconded by Councillor
Andrews, it was agreed to come out of Closed Session.
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The Chairperson advised the following had been agreed while in closed session.

FOR DECISION

ERTIOS3/2024: AONB AND GEOPARK — SLA's

Read: Feport dated 13 May 2024 from Ms A McWeigh, Head of Regeneration
and Business Development regarding ACHNE and Geopark = SLA's.
(Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Quinn, seconded by Councillor

Feehan, it was agreed to approve funding letters of offer
through SLAs for the delivery of the series of projects as
contained in the officer's report.

FOR INFORMATION

ERTI0E4/2024. LABOUR MARKET FARTNERSHIP (LMP) REVIEW OF 202312024
ACTION PLAN
Read: Report dated 13 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of economy,

Employment and regarding Labour Market Partnership (LMP) Review of
2023724 Action Plan (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Andrews, seconded by
Councillor Kearns, it was agreed to note the outputs for NMD
LMP for 2023/2024.

There being no further business the meeating concluded at 6.3%pm.

For adoption at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 3 June 2024,

Signed: Councillor M Ruane
Chairperson

Economy, Regeneration & Tourism Committee

Signed: Mr C Mallon
Director Economy, Regeneration & Tourism
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NEWRY MOURNE AND DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on
Thursday 16 May 2024 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre

In the Chair: Councillor 5 O'Hare

In Attendance in Chamber: Councillor P Byrne Councillor C Enright
Councillor O Hanlon Councillor R Howell
Councillor T Howie Councillor A Lewis
Councillor A Mathers Councillor A Quinn
Councillor L McEwory Councillor H Reilly
Councillor M Rice Councillor G Sharvin

Councillor D Taylor

MNon-Committee Members
In Attendance in Chamber: Councillor J Truesdale

Officials in Attendance
in Chamber: Mrs M Ward, Chief Executive
Mrs J Kelly, Director of Corporate Services
Mr C Mallon, Director of Economy Regeneration & Tourism
Mr A Patterson, Director of Active & Healthy Communities
Mr C Boyd, Assistant Director Capital and Procurement
Mr P Rooney, Head of Legal Administration
Ms S Taggart, Democratic Services Manager (Acting)
Ms F Branagh, Democratic Services Officer

SPR/073/2024: APOLOGIES AND CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apologies were received (rom Councillor Motesr,

SPR/074/2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Taylor declared an interest in Item & — Proposed Renewal of Lease of lands adjacent
to Cloughreagh Community Centre.

SPR/075/2024: ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM STRATEGY, POLICY AND
RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON THURSDAY
18 APRIL 2024

Read: Action Sheet of the Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee

Meeting held on Thursday 18 April 2024. {Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Mathers, seconded
by Councillor Howell, it was agreed to approve
the action sheet from the Strategy, Policy and
Resources Committee Meeting held on 18 April
2024,



Back to Agenda

NOTICE OF MOTION
SPR/076/2024 NOTICE OF MOTION — PROJECTED RATES INCREASE
Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of

Economy, Regeneration and Tourism, regarding Motice of
Motion — Projected Rates Increase (C/060/2024). (Copy
circulated)

In proposing his motion, Councillar Enright outlined three investment categories that he
believed Council should invest money into and stated that the new proposed Newry Civic
Centre at Abbey Way was an example of a product that was not financially responsible. He
noted that he still had a large number of unanswerad questions, queried the governance of
the project, and reminded Members that his issue had been referred to the NI Audit Office
and the local government ombudsman.

He advised that estimates for the project ranged between £14 and £17 million for a building
he believed was much larger than necessary to house Newry based Coundil staff. He
confirmed that his Party believed that a "Plan B was needed for the proposed project that
provided no on-site parking for staff. He stated that he believed his motion should be
forwarded to the Strategic Finance Working Group (SFWG) with a clear instruction to reduce
long term borrowing, advising that frontline services like parks or leisure centres should be
prioritised and that projects such as the Newry Civic Centre should be minimised to try to
minimise any rates increases.,

In seconding the motion, Councillor Howie referenced the inappropriateness of 2 large
administration building consuming a large partion of Council's capital budget. She referenced
planning and statutory consultees objections regarding the plans and called for Council fo
consider a Plan B for the Civic Centre, She stressed her concerns regarding parking provision
within the City and noted that DFI Reads had advised that 376 parking spaces would be
needed, which would be difficult given the loss of parking space requirad to build the new
civic centre,

Councillor Sharvin requested clarification on the aim of Councillor Enright’s Mobion as he
believed it referenced one capital project despite Council having numerous ongoing capital
projects.

Councillor Enright clarified that he believed that Council must tailor its investment plans to
ensure there were minimal rates increases and that this required a re-examination of capital
expenditure to attempt to reduce the impact on budgets relating to borrowing. He stated
that he focused on the Newry Civic Centre as it was the largest investment going forward.

Mr Mallon noted that the Officer's Report detailed responses to Coundillor Enright’'s Maotion in
relation to rates and financial scrutiny, office accommeodation and outlined that Council
proposed to provide accommodation with an employvee to desk ratio of 75% due to agile
working, a model which was replicated across other public sector bodies. He addressed
Councillor Howie's statement regarding objections from statutory consultees and noted that
they werant objections but concerns and this was not unusual and part of the planning
process for such a large project. The Planning Department and statutory consultees had
bieen in discussion, and further responses would be issued in the coming days in response to
issues raised.

Mr Mallon further advised that the MNorth Street site was not a formal car park, although it had
been temporarily used as such. He advised that Council had entered into discussions with the



Back to Agenda

Department in respect of a lease for the site and agreed that a planning application would ruen
in paralle! to the lease discussions, He further noted that within the Report it detailed parking
requirements for Council staff, that 182 staff currently utilise public parking spaces within
Mewry, and this relocation of staff to the new Civic Centre would not increase demand on public
spaces within the City, He further noted that numerous alternative sites (33 in total) had been
assessed and it had been agreed at a 2019 Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee, which
was appended to the Officer’s Report that the Abbey Way site had been selected as the most
appropriate site.

Councillor Mathers stated that continuous underfunding within Newry had resulted in
families, friends and neighbours leaving the area due to increasing unemployment. He noted
that he had witnessed the hope that was returning to Mewry following on from the proposed
investment from people in the voluntary, community, public and private sectors and believed
that the Alliance Party was attempting to prevent these projects. He noted that the young
people of the area were witnessing almost £200million investment which would grow the
local economy, create mare jobs and provide better working conditions for Council staff and
would, in turn, encourage further potential investment into the area.

Councillor Byrme noted his support for the recommendations in the Officer’s Report and
stated that he shared in the optimism for the future of the area given the potential for future
investment from the private sector. He referenced a meeting he had recently attended with
American investors where the Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor (DBEC) had been discussed
and it had been raised that there was a lack of investment along the economic corridor. He
advised that elected representatives had to grasp every opportunity to sacure investmeant to
enhance the district. He understood the concerns regarding capital projects and advised that
it was the role of the Programme Board to practice their due diligence, but they needed the
work to progress the project as approved,

Councillor Byrne noted that projects progress through a stringent process with both the
Department and independent economists, and the Civic Hub had bean approved which all
supported the regeneration of Newry. He supported a review of capital project spend overall
but urged caution when drilling down into singular issues such as parking and stated that
Council had an obligation to deliver investment for the whole city and projects could not be
hampered if parking was unavailable at the front door.

Councillor Taylor noted that he was a member of the Programme Board and urged Members
not to be defiberately obstructive but advised that there did appear to be genuine concerns
that =hould be addressed while allowing the Planning process to continue. He confirmed that
the job of an elected representative was to be responsible and constructive when raising
issues and concerns, especially in relation to large amounts of money.

Councillor Hanlon noted her Party's support for the officer's recommendations and echosd
Councillor Taylor's sentiments of elected representatives being responsible and constructive.
She noted her frustration at having gone through this subject matter numerous times,
despite it having already been scrutinised by governance processes and an external audit
company with no issues being raised. She stated that the Mewry Civic Centre was not a non-
essantial project and highlightad that the Downshire Clvic Centre was a successful public
sector hub that housed numerous public services,

Councillor Hanlon reiterated the agreament that was taken during the Shadow Council period
that there would be two administrative hubs within the Council area due to the size of the
district and it was unheipful to pit one against the other when discussing the new Civic
Centre. She stated that there may come a time when a Plan B was needed, but now was not
the time. She argued that hybrid working was the future as the need for high quality flexible
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workspaces continued to soar and it showed Councll as baing innovative in securing that
Space.

Councillor Sharvin confirmed Downpatrick was very important to Newry, Mourne and Down
and that Downpatrick staff would not be impacted by a new Civic Centre, He noted that
thera seemed to be a theme of parking and reminded Members that dedicated parking was
not a requirement of a role as many had to secure their own parking, particularly in Belfast.
He urged Members not o get caught up in singular issues such as parking as there was a
planning process in place with DFI Roads to manage this and it was being addressed. He
gueried other elements of the capital project programme that didn't appear to have any
issties from Members, such as the Theatre and Conference Centre that was fully funded by
Council. He then proposed an amendment to the report to include a further recommendation
that " Councl carry out 3 review of the capital profects programme at SFWG to identify
wihether the planned capital projects were an accurate reffection of Counal’s objectives”.
This was seconded by Councillor Hanlan.

Mrs Ward gueried if the amendment was agreed that Council would continue to deliver on
the Mewry Civic Centre to which Councillor Sharvin confirmed that his proposal would not
stop work on the Newry City Centre but was in addition to the Officer Recommendations, to
review whether the planned capital projects were an accurate reflection of Coundil’s
objectives.

Councillor Byrne left the meeting at this stage — 6:47pm

Following a query from Councillor Quinn regarding time frames, Mrs Ward advised that
Abbey Way was agreed pre-covid and a programme of works had been put in place, but a
number of issues had happened that slowed the delivery progress. Mrs Ward highlighted that
all delays cause further cost increases which was a concern for Counal, but Planning was
underway.

Councillor Reilly noted his Party's concerns regarding the site selection from the outset and
stated he had hopes of it being built on a few acres in the Middlebank area and Council
would have had a facility for Newry that would have been world renowned. He also
expressed his Party's recognition of the importance of a civic centre hub within MNewry in
relation Lo the regensration of the City. He queried whether the acquisition of the unofficial
Morth Street car park land would alleviate the parking issues as noted within the Report.

Mrs Ward noted that Council took governance very seriously and reassured Members that
Council would continue to do so. She highlighted that various structures were in place to
manage capital projects; scrutiny was provided by SFWG, and the SPER Committee and
external specialist consultants were appointed to work through every stage of delivery of a
project, She reminded Members that qualified quantity surveyors determined costs of a
project and monitored them throughout, She further outlined the sodial aspact of the project
in that the current building in Monaghan Row had been sold to the Scuthern Trust to allow
for expansion of their senvices.

Mrs Ward further highlighted the significant consideration of sites for the Civic Centre and
made particular reference to Councillor’s mention of a civic centre on the Albert Basin. She
stressed to Members that this was not an option as a lot of work had gone into agreeing the
Albert Basin as a 15-acre park following a notice of motion to Council and Council was
committed to delivering this park. She further highlighted that Planning issues arose during
any significant project however any concerns would be addressed through the appropriate
channels, especially relating to transport and parking. She noted the movement from the
green agenda and the need to consider sustainable transport and confirmed that North
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Streat parking would address some parking concerns, but it would be DFI Roads wha would
make that determination.

Mrs Ward confirmed that the governance process regarding the site selection had been
audited by an external auditor and independent internal consultants and neither had found
any cause for concern. She highlighted that when plans were being discussed and
progressed for the Downshire Civic Centre that there had been concermns raised too, and the
site was now a success. She finally confirmed that there would be no requirement for staff
hased in Downpatrick to relocate and for Members to consider Newry based staff who had
been very co-operative to date in working from various locations but who now needed
assuranca that they too were valued, and their work space was being invested in.

In summing up, Councillor Enright reiterated his concerns regarding cost and saction 2.5 of
the Officer’s Report, which detailed the decision making of Council in 2019, He stated that
the Report implied a lack of understanding of how to manage large projects, and the fact
that a Plan B was needad immediately and stressed that Council neaded to look at other
sites. He stressed that he was supportive of an office for Newry based staff but that the cost
implicaticns of the build needed reconsideration. He detailed some site options again, those
of Lidl, Dunres or the Albert Basin.

Councillor Hanlon noted her disagreement for a Plan B and urged Members to focus on the
project that was tabled and to not go through all the detail of the project as had happened
numerous times in the past and received external and internal auditor approval,

Councillor Shanvin requested clarity on a statement made during the debate and queried if
the Alliance Party were requesting that the design for the Newry City Park be amended and
impacted with the inclusion of the Newry Civic Centre plans, He stressed that this would
impact external funding already secured and reguire a public consultation following amended
designs being agreed with the Department.

Councillor Hanlon quaried whether Councillors Enright and Howie understoad the Report
tabled, the governance report regarding the site selection of Abbey Way and how it came to
be. She reminded Members that this was decided on in 2019. She highlighted that the Lidl
site referred to was numbear 8 on the recommendations report, and Dunnes was not an
option as it was not for sale.

Councillor Enright noted that he understood the Report and highlighted that it was several
years old and statutory consultees had current objections to the Abbey Way site.

Councillor Hanlon reminded Councillor Enrght that as a Planning Committee member he
would be aware of the process of major Planning applications, and regular consultations
ocecur with statutory consultees and return with conditions to be adherad to. She urged
Members to follow the process, to allow for Planning applications to be processed as usual
and any conditions or amendments would be tabled accordingly. She further queried a point
of clarity whether the Alliance Party were requesting that the design for the Newry City Park
at Abbey Basin be amended to allow for the inclusion of the Newry Civic Hub.

Councillor Quinn queried whether Council was at risk of losing the Balfast City Region Deal
(BRCD) funding if the projects were not to be completed.

Mrs Ward advised that the projects were all linked with the BCRD and needed to continue to
ensure that funding was realisad. She highlighted to Members that inaccurate and
misleading statements were unhelpful and potentially a breach of the Councillar’s Code of
Conduct, stressed that Council had no issue with challenge on projects and
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recommendations but reminded Members that it needad to be reflective of facts. She further
stressed that Council would not be looking at constructing a Civic Hub at the Albert Basin
and reiterated Council’s commitment to building a City Park at that location.

She responded directly to Councillor Enright's statement regarding Council’s lack of
understanding on delivering large projects and highlighted the immensa skill set of every
member of the capital projects team and noted the numerous feisure centres, community
centres and parks that had been delivered to date.

Councillor Taylor thanked Mrs Ward for the clarity of the project in relation to the the Albert
Basin and noted that the community had made their expectations very clear regarding this
project. He gueried whether Councillor Enright wanted to deliver the Civic Centre project as
he noted his confusion as the debate continued, He requested clarity from Councillor Enright
regarding his expectations and noted his support for Councillor Sharvin's amendmeant. He
called for the Programme Board to be updated on a more regular basis but stressed that
concerns did need to be addressed,

Councitlor Enright stressed that the Abbey Way site was running into difficulties and
highlighted that his understanding of parking requirements was not wrong and therefore nok
Inaccurate,

Following Further debate regarding parking requirements, Mr Mallon confirmed that as
previously advised by the CEQ the current demand for the new building, as agreed with DfT,
was 133 spaces.

Mrs Ward reminded Members that Council had considered 33 sites within Newry for the Civic
Centre, and it was agreed at an SPER committes in August 2019 that Abbey Way site was
the preferred site, She further reminded Members that Council had made a public call to
developers to establish if there was an interest in developing on their sites.

Councillor Lewis gueried the role of the Project Board as he believed that this was something
that should have been covered under that remit. He queried the purpose of continually
debating the same topic at different meetings, especially a $0-minute debate that had
already been discussed at length. He queried if all Parties had representatives on the Project
Board.

Councillor Rice left the meeting at this stage = 07.15pm

Following a further query from Councillor Lewis regarding a reminder of the decisions and
process to date for all Councillors, Mrs Ward confirmed that a controlled read had been
offered to all Coundillors regarding the process audited in 2021 over & number of dates
during the past week and was available by request to read as needed. She further advised
that Project Boards oversee and manage a project and they would highlight and report any
major changes to this Committee. She further noted that the democratic mandate as
referred to in Councillor Enright’s Motion led to this item being debated again at Committee,
and further strassed that Council deliver on the demaocratic mandate of Council.

A= there was dizzent within the Chamber, the item was put to a vote with Councillor
Sharvin‘s amendment and the resuits were as follows:

FOR B8
AGAINST 2
ABSTENTIONS 2

The proposal was declared carried.
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AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded
by Councillor Hanlon, the following was agreed:

« To procead as per the Council decision to
deliver the NCCR Programme of works as
agreed including development of the Civic
and Regional Hub at Abbey Way Newry.

=« To note Council's decision for two offices,
one in Newry and one in Downpatrick.

+ To note the new Civic Hub in Newry
provides the facilities to deliver on the
needs of the Council going forward in
respect of accommodation for both staff
and elected members and is in line with
the Council’s Agile working policy.

+ To note that an extensive site selection
exercise was completed in 2019, that
considered the Lidl site, and Council
approved Abbey Way site as the preferred
location for the Civic Hub.

« To note that it is anticipated that the
carpark income levels at Abbey Way will
not be negatively impacted.

+ Council carries out a review of the capital
projects programme at SFWG to identify
whether the planned capital projects were
an accurate reflection of Council’s
objectives, alongside the continued
delivery of Newry Civic Centre.

Councillor Rice rejoined the meeting at this stage = 7.23pm

ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE & OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI) 2014

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor
Mathers, it was agreed to exclude the public and press from the
meeting during discussion on the following matters which
related to exempt information by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1
of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland)
2014 = information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person(including the Council holding that
information).

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by Councillor
Howell, it was agreed the Committee come out of closed session.

The Chairperson advised the following had been agreed whilst in closed session:

SPR/O77/2024 PROP F R
BESSEROOK
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Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr P Rooney, Head of Legal
Administration, regarding Lease of Playing Fields at Crior Park,
Bessbrook. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Quinn, seconded by
Councillor Mathers, it was agreed to enter into a
lease with the club noted in the Officer's Report
for a term of 25 years at a peppercorn rent
subject to Departmental consent.

Councillor Talyor left the meeting for discussion on this item, having previously declared an
interest — 07.25pm

SPR/078/2024 PROPOSED RENEWAL OF LEASE OF LANDS ADJACENT
T0 CLOUGHREAGH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Read: Report dated 18 April 2024 from Mr P Rooney, Head of
Administration, regarding the Proposed Renewal of Lease of
Lands adjacent to Cloughreagh Community Centre, Bessbrook.
. {Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Mathers, seconded
by Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to grant a
renewal of lease in respect of the lands shaded
red to the party noted for a period of 25 years
subject to the market rent all as outlined within

the Officer's Report.
Councillor Talyor re-entered the chamber at this stage — 7.30pm
SPR/079/2024: DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE RIVERS AND NEWRY,

MOURNE AND DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL LEGAL
AGREEMENT

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of
Economy, Regeneration and Tourism, regarding a Contract with
DFI Rivers. (Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded
by Councillor Hanlon, it was agreed to approve
the draft agreement to be signed.

SPR/080/2024: NEWRY LEISURE CENTRE

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Boyd, Assistant Director:

Capital Projects and Procurement, regarding Newry Leisure
Centre. (Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the propaosal of Councillor Mathers, seconded
by Councillor Howell, it was agreed to approve

]
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the final invoice and retention owed to
Contractor as outlined within the Officer's
Report.

It was also agreed to approve the Final Account
of Newry Leisure Centre = Phase 1 as outlined

within the Officer's Report.

FOR NOTING - ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 6

OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI) 2014

SPR/081/2024: IT UPDATE

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mrs 1 Kelly, Director Corporate

Services, regarding an IT Programme Highlight Report. (Copy
circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Lewis, seconded by
Councillor Howell, it was agreed to note the
contents of the Officer's Report.

SPR/082/2024: NEWRY SWIMMING POOL UPDATE

Read: A verbal update was provided by Mr A Patterson, Director of

Active and Healthy Communities, regarding an update on
Mewry Swimming Pool.

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Howell, seconded
by Councillor Quinn, it was agreed to note the
verbal update from Officers regarding Newry
Swimming Pool.

SPR/08B3/2024: LABOUR MARKET PARTNERSHIP FUNDING UPDATE

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Mallon, Director of

Economy, Regeneration and Tourism, regarding Labour Market
Partnership (LMP) Update. (Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Howell, seconded
by Councillor Quinn, it was agreed to note the
contents of the Officer's Report.

SPR/084/2024: SPECIFIC DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mrs J Kelly, Director of

Corporate Services, regarding a specific delegated authority.
(Copy circulated)
Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Howell, seconded

by Councillor Quinn, it was agreed to note that
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delegation had been exercised by the Chief
Executive regarding a legal health and safety
matter in the best interests of the Council and is
being reported in accordance with 3.1.11 of the
Council's Scheme of Delegation for Officers.

FOR NOTING

SPR/085/2024:

MONITORING HEFﬂHT FOR PERIDD 1A.PRII. 2D13 31
MARCH 2024

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Moffett, Head of
Corporate Policy, regarding Statutory Reporting — Rural Needs
Annual Monitoring Report for Period 1 Aril 2023 — 31 March
2024, (Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Howell, it was agreed to note the
completed annual return prepared and submit to
DAERA to meet their requested deadline of 21 June
2024,

SPR/086/2024: STATUT'IJR‘I' REF‘I'.'IR'I'IHG SECT I'EIH 25 POLICY

PERIOD JANUARY — I'-lﬁRcH 2024

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Moffett, Head of
Corporate Policy, regarding Statutory Reporting — Section 75
Policy Screening Report — Quarterly Report for Pericd January —
March 2024. (Copy circulated)

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Howell, it was agreed to note the
contents of the report.

SPR/OB7/2024: ANMNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL 2023 — 31

MARCH 2024 ON REQUESTS RELATED TO NAMING

COUNCIL FACILITIES, PLANTING TREES AND TO
LOCATE ARTWORKS/SCULPTURES ON COUNCIL

PROPERTY

Read: Report dated 16 May 2024 from Mr C Moffett, Head of
Corporate Policy, regarding annual report for the period 1 April
2023 = 31 March 2024 on reguests related to naming Council
facilities, planting trees and to locate artworks/sculptures on
Council property. (Copy circulated)

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Hanlon,

saconded by Councillor Howell, to note the
contents of the report.

10
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There being no further business, the Meeting concluded at 7:41pm

For adoption at the Coundil Meeting to be held on Monday 3™ June 2024.

Signed: Councillor Siobhan O'Hare
Chairperson
Signed: Josephine Kelly

Director of Corporate Services

11
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NMEWRY, MOURNE & DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Ref: AHC/2024

Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committes Maeting held on
Monday 20 May 2024 at 6.00pm in the Mourne Room,
Downshire Civic Centre

Chairperson; Councillor R Howell {Chamber)

In attendance in Chamber: Councillor & Finn Councillor & Finnegan
Councillor C Galbraith Councillor M Gibbons
Councillor J Jackson Councillor © Lee-Surginor
Councillor © Magennis Councillor & Mathers

Councilor S O'Hare

Mon-Committee Members
in Attendance in Chamber: Councillor T Andrews

Officials in Chamber: Mr A Patterson, Director, Active and Healthy Communities
Mrs A Robb, Assistant Director, Community Developmeant
Mr & Beggs, Head of Evidence and Research, Community
Planning and Performance
Mrzs D Starkey, Democratic Services Officer
Ms S Taggart, Democratic Services Manager (Acting)

Also in attendance in hdr b McCrickard and Ms R McDonnell, Strategic Stakeholder
Chamber: Forum
AHCI041/2024: APOLOGIES & CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apalogies were received from Councillors Devlin, Lewis, D Murphy and 5 Murphy.

There were no Chairparson’s ramarks.

AHCI0A2/2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
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AHCI043/2024: ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM ACTIVE & HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22 APRIL 2024

Read: Action sheet of the Active & Healthy Communities Committee Meeting
held on Monday 22 April 2024, (Copy circulated).

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor ©'Hare,
seconded by Councillor Finn, to note the Action Sheet of
the Active and Healthy Communities Committee Meeting
held on Monday 22 April 2024,

AHCI0A4{2023: THE STRATEGIC STAKEHOLDER FORUM: PARTNERING WITH
CV SECTOR TO ACHIEVE BETTER OUTCOMES

The Chairperson welcomed Mr N McCrickard and Ms R McDonnell from the Strategic
Stakeholder Forum to the meating and invited them to make their presentation. (Copy
attached o these minutes)

The Chairparson thanked the representatives for their presentation and commended the
work undertaken by the Forum with reterence made to the fantastic community response
during Cowvid, In referring (o the work carried out regarding social prescribing within the
community she highlighted the need for it to be built upan.

The Chairperson invited guestions and comments from Members:

s The work of the Sirategic Slakeholder Forum was commended with referance made 1o all
that was being underiaken within DEAS including the Social Supermarket in Mewry.

s The services provided by the Farum helped so many particularly those living in rural
Breas.

o How could Councillors assist particularly in terms of social prescribing (o encourage
people within communities o take part?

The delegation responded as follows:

= Members were encouraged (o conlact representatves of the Strategic Stakeholder Forum
at any time.

s Multi-Disciplinary l2ams haing rolled out by the Dapartment of Heallh were a version of
social prescribing undertaken within the community and voluntary sector and required
merging over the next number of years to make it more accessible for peaple with less
barriers.

« There was a need for a solid programme budget for the hiring of local clubs and facilities
for example and to enable Partner Agencies to come and meet people within thair own
lacations.

= fembers should contimue o encourage the Department of Health to involve community
and voluntary groups more with the provision of funding for programeming for the sector.

FJ
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s The multi-disciplinary teams being rofled out are included within the Pragramme for
Governmeant and so far the model had almost excluded the voluntary and community
sector which was a failure.

= There was a need for funding to be rediverted the community and voluntary sector to
enable more to be done for the health system at a local level within communities.

Councillor Finnegan proposad Council write to the Minister for Health and the Minister for
Communitias with a call to make budget available for the projects being delivered by the
community and voluntary sectors. Councilior Magennis seconded the proposal.

Councilior Finn proposed that Council write to the Minister of Finance also,
Councillor Finnagan agreed to accept Councillor Finn's proposal.

AGREED: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Finnegan, seconded
by Councillor Magennis that Council write to the Ministers for
Health, Communities and Finance to make budget available for
the projects being delivered by the community and voluntary
sectors.

AHCI045/2023: DISTRICT ELECTORAL AREA (DEA} FORUMS UPDATE REPORT

Regad: Report dated 20 May 2024 from Mrs A Robb, Assistant Dirsclor,
Community Development regarding an update on District Electoral
Area (DEA) Forums. (Copy circulated)

In referring to the Funding Fair held on 24 April 2024 Councillor Magennis welcomed that a
Sporting Funding Information Session had been arranged for the Newry and Downpatrick
dlea,

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Magennis,
seconded by Councillor Finnegan, to note the report and
approve the actions in the action sheets attached for:

# Slieve Croob DEA Forum Private Meeting held on
Tuesday 23 April 2024.

» Rowallane DEA Forum Private Meeting held on Thursday
16 May 2024.

AHCI046/2023: COMMUNITY COORDINATION HUB (CCH) UPDATE REPORT

Read: Report dated 20 May 2024 fram Mrs A Robb, Assistant Director,
Community Development regarding an update on Community
_oordination Hub. [Copy circulated)

In response to Councillor Lee-Surginor querying if the Executive Office had been contacted
about lack of information for funding for refugees and asylum seekers, Mrs Robb advised

]
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officers attended a number of meetings, both at an operational and strategic level and
sought to reinforce the need for funding at those. A formal approach had not been made to
date as officers weare awaiting confirmation of the final budget.

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Magennis,
seconded by Councillor Lee-Surginor, to note the report
and approve the actions in the action sheet attached for
the Community Coordination Hub Meeting held on
Wednesday 17 April 2024,

ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 6 OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI} 2014

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Mathers, seconded by
Councillor O'Hare, it was agreed to exclude the public and
press from the meeting during discussion on items & to 8,
which related to exempt information by virtue of para.
Three of Part 1 of Schedule & of the Local IGovernment
(Morthemn Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any particular person
{including the Council holding that information) and the
public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of
business.

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Mathers, seconded by
Councillor Magennis, it was agreed the Committee come
out of closed session.

The Chairperson advised the following had been agreed whilst in closed session;

AHC/D47/2024: ACTIVE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES SERVICE DELIVERY
PARTNER

Read: Repaort dated 20 May 2024 from Mr A Palterson, Director of Active and
Healthy Communities regarding Active and Healthy Communities
Service Delnvery Partner, (Copy circulated)

Agreed: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Lee-Surginor,
seconded by Councillor Galbraith, to approve the
extension of the current service provider as set out within
the officer's report 1o ensure service delivery.



AHCID48/2024:

Read:

Agreed:

AHCI049/2024:

Report:

Agreed:
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MARKETING AND DESIGN SERVICES

Repart dated 20 May 2024 from Mr A Patterson, Director of Active and
Healthy Communities regarding Active and Healthy Communities
Senvice Delvery Partner, (Copy circulated)

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Magennis,
seconded by Councillor Lee-Surginor, to approve the
business case and appointment of a supplier via public
procurement for marketing and design services for the
AHC Directorate as detailed within the officer’s report.

MULTI SPORTS HUB

Feport dated 20 May 2024 from Mr & Patterson, Director of Active and
Healthy Communities regarding Multi Sports Hub.

it was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Mathers,
seconded by Councillor Finn to approve the business
case and appointment of an ICT utilising Council's current
framework to advance the potential sports hub project as
detailed with the officer's report.

The Chairparson pointed out that this was her last meeting as Chair of the Active and
Hegzlthy Communities Committze and thanked Members and Officers for their support,

There being no further business the meeting ended at 6.43pm.

For adoption at the Council Meeting to be beld on Monday 3 Juns 2024,

Signed:

Signed

Councillor Howell
Chairpersan

Andeaw Pallarson
Director Active and Healthy Communities
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SSF Members
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Covid Response and Cost of Living Crises

Through the Community Co-ordination hub, 55F co-ordinated
local food box dismribution, advice and sign posting

18,407 tood boxes distributed
£76,143.91 of funding distributed using trusted partners 51:he ,

-

Hardship Fund ECI Scheme

Addressing Digital Poverty

Social Supermarket — set up across NMD in 2023

« Recovery and Renewal Publication — Gaining traction with D

Social Prescribing — 6 year project — May lead to a Pilotin
Sourh East (majority of GF patients da not nesd a
tablet)

-
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Challenges

= Unprecedentad demands For
DU SETYIES

= Falling Income and rising oosts

o Gudger & funding Culs

= Susainability & Fall cost
reconary almost impossible o
achieve

o Lncertain jobs prospects in CRY
secior mokes recruitment
profolematic

¢ Increpsing mental health issues
in the population

Opportunities

* Trust and pood relations across
the CEY sector and with 3tatutary
pariners (esp in MM

= Quick response o emergent
trends and public emergencies

= Flexibbe and skilled workborce
available o meet local needs

= C&V sector can adapt mooe
efficiently and at lower cost to
ptlie setior

« Con and does work collabortively
across Government and Councils

= DiC, DaH, Trusts and athers e
appear willing to pilot projects and
ﬂtngmmmﬁ 1.-.-:.th CEY o test a

ter wiy of working
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NEWRY, MOURNE AND DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Ref: SE2024

Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting held on
Wednesday 22 May 2024 at 6.00pm in Council Chamber, Monaghan Row, Newry

Chair: Councillor T Andrews

Committee Members

in Attendance: Cauncillar J Brennan Cauncillor W Clarke
Councillor D Finn Councillor J Jackson
Councillor G Keams Councillor M Larkin
Councillor © Magennis Councillor K Murphy
Councillor H Reilly Councillor D Taylor

Councillor J Truesdale

Officials in Attendance:  Mrs 5 Murphy, Director Sustainahility and Environmeant
Mr C Sage, Assistant Director Sustainability
M= S Tramor, Assistant Director Eraronment
Ms F Branagh, Democratic Services Officer
rrs N Stranney, Democratic Services OMhcer

SE054/2024: APOLOGIES AND CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apologies were received from Councillors Enright, Feehan and McEvoy.

Tha Chairpersan congratulated Sinead Trainor on her appointmeant as Assistant Director.

SE/055/2024: DECLARATIONS OF “CONFLICTS OF INTEREST"

There were no declarations of interest.

SEINS6/2024: ACTION SHEET: SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 23 APRIL 2024

Read: Action Sheet of the Sustamability and Environment Commitiee Meaating
held on 23 April 2024, (Copy circulated)

SEAME/2024; Notice of Motion — Newry Marke!
Councillor Finn gueried cleansing at Newry Market during the revitalisation work that was being

carned out at present, Mrs Murphy advised that she would respond to the Member outside of
the meeating.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Brennan, seconded by
Councillor Kearns, it was agreed to note the Action Sheet of
the Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting held
on 23 April 2024.

FOR DECISION

fers



Back to Agenda

SEI0S7/2024: WORKING GROUPS AND FORUMS

Read: Reporn dated 22 May 2024 from Ms S Murphy, Director: Sustainability
and Environment, regarding Working Group and Forum. {Copy
circulated)

Mrs Murphy provided some background stating a review into working groups had been
underlaken in October 2022 and it had been agreed o amalgamale former working groups into
the Sustainability £ Environment Working Group. She requested feedback from Members as to
the requirement and frequency of meeting of the Health Fora,

Councillor Taylor proposed the recommendations with an addition that the Health Fora should
meel every six months as a minimum with other meealings convened if emerging issues
regarding haspitals etc that require immediate action or response anse. This was seconded by
Councillor Andrews.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Taylor, seconded by Councillor

Andrews, the following was agreed:

= Sustainability and Environment Working Group to be held
Quarterly prior to Sustainability and Environment
Committee meetings, commencing in June 2024,

s Cleansing and Refuse Task Group meetings to be held in a
hybrid format, quarterly prior to the Sustainability and
Environment Committee meetings.

= |t was further proposed that the Health Fora should meet
every six months as a minimum, with other meetings
convened if emerging issues regarding hospitals etc that
require immediate action or response arise.

SEI058/2024: REPORT ON TREATMENT OF INVASIVE SPECIES ON COUNCIL
ESTATE
Read: Repon dated 22 May 2024 from Mr Conor Sage, Assistant Director:

Sustainability, regarding the Treatment of Invasive Species on Council
Estate, [Copy circulated)

Mr Sage provided some background to the usage of treatments for invasive species on Council
estate, Ha advised that since it had been agread in March 2020 to phase out the use of

herbicides containing glyphosate, this was having a significant impact on the ability of Council to
manage invasive species, particularly at Albert Basin.

Councillor Larkin asked whether the repart was specifically regarding the Albert Basin site and
whether Council already address invasive species in other areas.

Mr Sage confirmed that Council’s first prionty was dealing with the risk at the Albert Basin,
where there had been an increased spread of giant hogweed within the last vear. He advised an
invasive species managament plan would then be established. He stated that high risk areas
were known and dealt with on a risk-based approach howewver the issue at Albert Basin was due
tz the spread of giant hogweed in particular.

Councillor Truesdale stared there had been a hard won battle by Alliance over the reduction of
ghvphosate and the Mawry City Park therefore was disappointed to hear them pitted against
2ach other within the report. She acknowledged a commendable 75% reduction since the target
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wias set in 2020 to phase it out within 3 years, however expressed concern about its ongoing

application. She asked the following quesiions:

« Was there an issue with Council sticking to the onginal target of 100% reduction in the use of
glyphosate?

= How many grounds maintenance staff did Council employ, and where were the allocation
area numbers?

« Where was the dala regarding the alternative methods that had been explored?
How had the site allowed to get out of control with giant hogweed?
Had the Council permitted hogweed seeds to drift into the adjacent watercourse with possibly
spread to Carlingford Lough and other water bodies since they acquired the sipe?

« Had Council considenad hiring a specialist contractor for digging and disposing of hogweed
and why had this not been costed?

« Why had the Council resumed spraying around Mewcastle tennis courts and Ballyhornan
beach, with no invasve species present?

Mr Sage respended o the gueries as follows:

= Council was still operating with 25% of the original 500 litres as the volume was extended in
mMarch 2023 at the Sustainability & Ervironment Committee Meating.

= He would responed Lo the Membear on the allocation and distributon of grounds mainlenance
staff numbers throughout the Council.

«  Altlernative means had been explored, and in siluations where manual removal was feasible,
it would be acceptable if dealing with single or small numbers of invasive species. Howewver,
in the Albert Basin the use of machinery was not feasible, therefore the chemical option
would be the most advantageous in this respect.

= The area had been treated in October 2023, howsver, this was limited due to the reductions
in usage of glyphosate. He stated it could be a 5-yer programme to eradicate invasive
species with & montoring period of 7 years afterwards.

« There was a specific type of glyphosate that was safe and approved for use near
watercourses, which was what would be ufilised for use at the Albert Basin.

= Regarding the use of glyphosate in low-risk areas around Newcastle, Mr Sage reassured
Councillor Truesdale that he would investigate why alternative methods were not used and
chemical reatmeants priortised for invasive spacies,

Councillor Finn expressed concern over the use of glyphosate and alzo noted that it wasn't just
the Alliance Party, but also colleagues from across the chamber and cross-Parties who could
lake cradit for Newry City Park, She inquired abaout the immediate nsk (o the park project and
whether the ongoing eradication of giant hogweed posed a concem for its progress.

Mr Sape stated the proliferation of the invasive species throughout the site posed a risk 10 the
contractor from an emarcnmental point of view when they moebilised on site. He stated the
remaoval and disposal of hogweed was treated as contaminated waste and had to be carned out
bry licensed contractors. He advised that stem injections had been utilised along with targeted
application using particular apphcators to hmet the use of giyphosate.,

Councillor Reilly stated that only systemic herbicides such as giyphosate that would kill plants
that had very deep roat structures, and without the option it woukd be difficult to contral these
invasive species. He stated members of the public should not be afraid as after 24 hours of
spraying a field, there was virtually no residue present.

Councillor Brannan asked whal the potential dangers or adverse health risks fram glyphosate
wiould be. Mr Sage advised he would rever to the Member on this guery.

Councillor Clarke staled the officers and grounds maintenance stafl were stating this was a
requirement o eradicate the problem. It had been agreed o reduce the use of glyphosate, and
anything that could be done to ensure Council were using less of this was to be encouraged. He

3
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stated there had been an eradication programme for Japanese Knotwood in Newcastie which
ook around S years and given the potential risk to children walking along waterways, Council
did need to eradicate the issue, and he felt the recommendations within the report outiined the
way forward for officers. He highlighted that a lot of these invasive species had come from
amamental gardens in stately homes however Council should continue to utilise alternative
methods as much as possible.

Mrs Murphy assured Members that any areas being treated within the Albert Basin site would
be cordoned off o public access

As there was dissent within the chamber, the matter was put to a vote, the results of which were
as follows:

FOR: 10
AGAINST: 1
AESTEMTIONS: L]

The proposal was agreed.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Reilly, seconded by Councillor
Clarke, it was agread to note the content of the report and
approve the use of herbicides containing glyphosate for
controlling invasive species at Albert Basin outside of the
current allocation for normal weed control and the
development of an Invasive Species Management Plan for the
Council Estate.

ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE & OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI) 2014

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor
Clarke, it was agreed to exclude the public and press from the
meeting during discussion on the following matters, which
related to exempt information by virtue of para. 3 of Part 1 of
Schedule 6 of the Local /Government (Northemn Ireland) 2014
- Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that
information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded
during this item of business.

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Kearns, seconded by
Councillor Magennis, it was agreed the Committee come out
of closed session.

The Chairperson advised the following had been agreed whilst in closed session:

SEMS9/2024; REPORT ON SUSTAINAEBILITY & ENVIEDONMENT SINGLE TENDER
ACTIOMN
Reaad: Repon dated 22 May 2024 Ms S Murphy, Director: Sustainability and

Emvironment, regarding Single Tender Actions, (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Magennis, seconded by
Councillor Kearns, it was agreed to approve the Single Tender
Actions as contained within Appendices 1 and 2 of the
officer's report.



SEIDG0/2024:

Read:

AGREED:

SEIDGLI2024:

Feadl;

AGREED:

Back to Agenda

BUSINESS CASE FOR THE OCCASIONAL HIRE OF HOOK LIFT AND
DRIVER

Report dated 22 May 2024 from Ms 5 Murphy, Director: Sustainability
and Environment, regarding the Business case for the Occasional Hire of
Hook Lift and Driver. (Copy circulated)

On the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor
K Murphy, it was agreed to approve the business case to
procure a contract for the Occasional Hire of Hook Lift
Vehicle and Driver.

WASTE MANAGEMENT - CONTRACT EXTENSIONS

Reporn dated 22 May 2024 from Ms S Murphy, Director Sustainability &
Envircnment, regarding Waste Management - Contract extensions.
(copy circulated)

On the proposal of Councillor Magennis, seconded by
Councillor K Murphy, it was agreed to approve the extension
of waste collection and processing contracts listed in
Appendix 1 in line with the extension end date in the table
and rate increases in line with CPI.

FOR NOTING - ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDLILE 6 OF
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (MI] 2014

SEI0G2/2024:

Read:

AGREED:

SENNG3/2024:

Read:

AGREED:

FOR NOTING

SEI064/2024:

ARC21 JOINT COMMITTEE MEMBERS' MONTHLY BULLETIN HELD
ON 25 APRIL 2024

Arc21 Joint Commiltes Members’ Monthly Bulletin held on 25 April 2024
{copy circulated)

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor K Murphy,

seconded by Councillor Kearns, to note the document.

ARC21 JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING IN COMMITTEE MINUTES OF
THURSDAY 28 FEBERUARY 2024

ArcZ2l Joint Committes In Committee Minutes of Thursday 29 February
2024 ([copy circulated)

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor K Murphy,
seconded by Councillor Kearns, to note the document.

ARCZ1 JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF THURSDAY 29
FEERUARY 2024
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Read: Arc21 Joint Committee Meeting Minutes of Thursday 29 February 2024
{copy circulated)

AGREED: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Truesdale,
seconded by Councillor Brennan, to note the minutes.

SE/I065/2024: REPORT ON MORTHERN IRELAND ENVIRONMENT FORUM 2024

Read: Repor by Councillor Ennght on attendance at Morthern Ireland
Emvronment Forum 2024, (copy circulated)

AGREED: It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Truesdale,
seconded by Councillor Brennan, to note the Councillor's
conference update.

As this was his final Commiltee Meeling, the Chairperson thanked the Commitlee and officers
far their support during his time as Chairparson.

There baing no further business the mesting ended at 07:15pm.

For adoption at the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 3" June 2024,

Signed: Councillor Terry Andrews
Chairperson
Signed: Ms Sinead Murphy

Director of Sustainability & Environment
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NEWRY MOURNE AND DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Ref: AC/2024

Minutes of Audit Committes Meeting held on Thursday 23 May 2024, at 2.00pm,
in the Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre, Downpatrick

Chairperson: ks B Slevin, Independent Chairperson

In attendance

in Chamber: Councilior J Brennan Councillor O Hanlon
Councillor T Howie Councillor C King
Councillor S O'Hare Councilior G Sharvin

Officials in attendance

in Chamber: krs M Ward, Chief Executive
Mrs J Kelly, Directar Corporate Semvices
Mr C Mallon, Director Economy, Regeneration & Tounsm
Ms 5 Murphy, Director Sustainability & Environment
Mr A Patterson, Director Active & Healthy Communities
Mr G Byrne, Assistant Directar of Finance & Performance
Mr C Boyd, Assistant Director Capital and Procurements
Ms E Cosgrove, Assistant Director of Administration (Acting)
Ms © Hughes, Head of Performance and Improvemean
(Acting)
Mz 5 Taggart, Democratic Services Manager (Acting)
Ms F Branagh, Democratic Services Officer

Also in attendance
in chamber: Ms C Hagan ASM
Mr S Wade MNIAD

ACID28/12024; APOLOGIES AND CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS

Apafogies were received from Councillors Bowsie, Devlin and Quinn.

ACI029/2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor King declared an interest in item 17 — Planning Update as per Action Sheet, item
21 = ASM Summary Report and item 28 = Planning = Review of Overtumed Decisions.

Mrs Ward dectared an interest in itemn 16 — Update on Kilbroney Pilches.

M= Slevin declared an interest in item B = Annual Assessment of Chairperson’s
Parfarmance,

AC/D30/2024: ACTION SHEET OF AUDNT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD OMN 1
FEBERUARY 2024
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Read: Action Sheet arising from Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting
held on Thursday 1 February 2024, (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Sharvin it was agreed to note the Action Sheet
for Audit Committee Meeting held on 1 February 2024,

ACID31/2024: TO AGREE DATE AND START TIMES FOR 2024/2025

Fead: Proposed dates and start times for Audit Committee meetings for
2024/2025 (Copy circulated)

Following a query from Councillor Brennan regarding hybrid meetings. Mrs Kelly advised
that meetings would continue to be in person until such time as legislation was updated.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor O'Hare, seconded by
Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the start
dates and times for Audit Committee meetings for

202412025,
ACID32/2024: AUDIT COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE AND TIMETABLE
Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mr G Bymne, Assistant Director of

Finance & Performance, regarding Audit Commitiee Terms of
Reference and timetable for 2024/2025. (Copy circulated)

mr Byrme noted that terms of reference were updatad in ling with best practice, and any
significant changes had been highlighted within the Officer's Report.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Brennan, seconded by
Councillor O'Hare, it was agreed to approve the Audit
Committee Terms of Reference and to note the timetable
for the year ahead.

ACI033/2024: AUDIT COMMITTEE SELF ASSESSMENT

Read: Reporl dated 23 May 2024 from Ms B Slevin, Independaent Chair of
Audit Committee, regarding Audit Committee Self-Assassment.
(Copy circulated)

ks Slevin cutlined the report and highlighted a few key issues that she believed reguired
consideration mowving forward. She noted in particular the continuity of Elected Members on
a Commiltes, Elected Member training and referenced the nead for reparts from officers to
aliow time for Members 10 read the reports. She further noted the need to consider and
outline the ways the Audit Commitiee added value to the organisation and requested that
officers address that specifically.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by
Councillor O'Hare, it was agreed to approve the contents
of the Officer's Report.
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ACI034/2024: UPDATE OF MEMBERS INTERESTS

Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mrs J Kelly, Director of Corporate
Senvices, regarding the Register of Members’ Interests. (Copy
circulated)

kirs Kelly reminded Members that they had a responsibility 1o keep Council up to date in
relation to any potential confiicts of interest.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor King, seconded by
Councillor O'"Hare it was agreed to note the six-month
review report.

Having previously declared an interest, The Audit Chairperson, Ms B Slevin, left the chamber
for discussion on the following item — 2.26pm

Items restricted in accordance with Part 3 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act

(Northern Ireland) 2014

Agread: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by Councillor
Howie, it was agreed to exclude the public and press from the
meeting during the following items which related to exempt
information by virtue of Part 3 of Schedule & of the Local
Gavernment Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 — Information relating to
the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including
the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during these items of business.

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor O'Hare, seconded by Councillor
King, it was agreed to come out of Closed Session.

ACID352024: ANNUAL ASSESSMENT OF CHAIRPERSON'S PERFORMANCE

Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from WMr G Byme, Assistant Director of
Finance and Performance, regarding the Annual Assessment of the
Chairparson’'s Parformance. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to note the assessment
of the Chairperson's performance.

The Audit Chairpersan, Ms B Slevin, re-entered the chamber at this stage — 2.30pm

CORPORATE SERVICES — OPEN SESSION

ACI036/2024: CORPORATE RISK REGISTER = CORPORATE SERVICES
DIRECTORATE RISK REGISTER ALSO TO BE TABLED

Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mrs J Kelly, Director of Corporate
Senvices, regarding the Corporate Risk Register. [Copy circulated)

mirs Kelly advised that one Directorate had its risk register reviewed at an Audit Committee
heeting in line with best practice and outlined the updated Corporate Services Risk
Register. She noted that the Senior Management Team had reviewed the Corporate
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Services Risk Register and advised that although the overall risk assessment was similar to
the last meeting, she highlighted the reduced risk in relation to industrial action as there
was an agreement in place and an indusirial relations framework was being prograssad,

Following a query from Councillor Sharvin relating to an increased risk score within
appendix 3, Ms Cosgrove advisad that this had been reviewed and amended in line with the
IT analysis of the all-staff mandatory training requirements.

Following & further query from Councillor Sharvin regarding implementing a type of league
table for compliance in relation to the mandatory training, Mrs Kelly advised that she had
had =ight of the curent compliance status, that Council had to be cognisant of Data
Protection and advised that a department breakdown was being considerad by the Senior
Management Team.

ks Slevin gueried whether other issues should be reflected within the Risk Register ar
identified as an additional risk 1o that outlined in CROZ relating 2 non-compliance of
legqisiative requirements such as health and safety and legionella

Mrs Kelly advised that the Risk Register was a live document and the Senior Management
Team addressad this regularly by looking at control measures and idenufying standalone
risks.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Howie, seconded by

Councillor Hanlon, the following was agreed:

« to approve the updates to the Corporate Risk Register
highlighted within the summary at Appendix 1. Full
Corporate Risk Register can be evidenced at
Appendix 2.

« to note the revised Corporate Services Directorate
Risk Register summary at Appendix 3 and detailed
Corporate Services Risk Register at Appendix 4.

= that Senior Management Team would be taking
account of the risks identified in the ASM report
within the next updated Risk Register.

ACID3T7/2024: PROMPT PAYMENTS
Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mr G Byrne, Assistant Director of

Finance & Performance, regarding the Prompl Payment Slatistics —
Quarter 4 202324, (Copy circulated)

mir Byrme outlined the paper and highlighted the compliance of 95% ol payments being
completed within the reguired 30-day perod and advised that the new software hacd
enabled the compliance rate.

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by
Councillor O'Hare, it was agreed to note the Quarter 4
Prompt Payment Statistics.
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ACI038/2024: DRAFT PERFORMAMNCE IMPROVEMENT OBJECTIVES 2024-
2025
Fead: Report dated 22 May 2024 from Mr G Byme, Assistant Director,

Finance & Performance, regarding the Draft Performancea
Improvement Ohjeclives 2024-2025 (Copy circulated)

kM= Hughes advised that the Repont had been considered and agreed by the SP&R
Commiltes in April, with four of the five objectives being carred over from the previous year
and one that had been amended to better reflect the ecanomic development programme
now in place. She highlighted an ongoing consultation in relation to the corporate objectives
which would cease on 31 May 2024,

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by

Councillor King, it was agreed to note the following:

¢ The five-point draft performance objectives 2024-25, as
outlined in Appendix 1.

= The proposed approach and timetable for publishing
the Performance Improvement Plan 2024-25, as
cutlined in Appendix 2, including approval to
commence the consultation and engagement process
on 19 April 2024,

Items restricted in accordance with Part 3 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act
(Maorthern Ireland) 2014

Agread: On the proposal of Councillor O'Hare, seconded by Councillor
Howie, it was agreed to exclude the public and press from the
meeting during discussion on this matter which related to
exempt information by virtue of Part 3 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Morthern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to
the financial or business affairs of a particular person (including
the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during these items of business.

Agreed: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by Councillor
Howie, it was agreed to come out of Closed Session.

CORPORATE SERVICES (CLOSED SESSION)

ACI03912024: UPDATE ON AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS = TO INCLUDE
RISK PROFILE
Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Ms E Cosgrove, Assistant Director of

Adrministration (Acting], regarding an update on Audit
Recommendations. (Copy circulated)

Councillor King left the meeting during discussion an this item — 2.34pm
AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by Councillor

O'Hare, it was agreed to note the update in relation to legacy
audit recommendations.
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Councillor King rejoined the meeting at this stage — 2.40pm

ACI04012024: DIRECT AWARD CONTRACTS
Read: Reporl dated 23 May 2024 from Mr C Boyd, Assistant Director —

Capital and Procurement, regarding DAC/STA Register — Quarter 4.
(Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Brennan, seconded by
Councillor Howie, it was agreed to note the (4 update in
relation to Single Tender Actions with an action plan to
be brought to the September Audit Committes Meeting

AC/D41/2024: PROCUREMENT ACTION PLANS

Read: Report dared 23 May 2024 from Mr C Boyd, Assistant Director —
Capital and Procurement, regarding procurement action plans. (Copy
circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by

Councillor O'Hare, it was agreed to note the update in
refation to the Procurement Action Plans for each

Directorate.
ACI04212024: UPDATE ON FRAUD AND WHISTLEBELOWING [INCLUDING
MFI)
Fead: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mr G Byme, Assistant Director

of Finance & Performance, regarding Fraud and Raising
Concems Update, (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by

Councillor King, it was agreed to:

= MNote the update in relation to Fraud and Raising
Concerns cases which have been detailed at Appendix
1 of the Officer's Report.

= MNote the Mational Fraud Initiative matches testing, with
an update being brought to the July Committee in
relation to the recouping the duplicate payments.

« Note the progress on actions arising from the NIAG
Internal Fraud Risk self-assessment.

« Approve the revisions to the Fraud Policy and the
Fraud Response Plan at Appendix 2 and 3 of the
Officer's Report.

It was also agreed on the proposal of Councillor Hanlon,

seconded by Councillor Sharvin, that a report be brought

to SPER Committee regarding an issue with a repayment
under the Covid-19 Revitalisation Scheme.

Having previously declared an interest, Mrs Ward left the chamber for discussion on the next
item— 3.08pm
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ACID43/2024: UPDATE ON KILERONEY PITCHES

Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mrs J Kelly, Diractor of
Corporale Services, regarding an updale on Kilbroney Pilches,
(Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor O'Hare, seconded by
Councillor King, it was agreed to that the matter was
closed and that no further independent audit services are
engaged on this issue,

Mrs Ward rejoined the meeting at this stage = 3.11pm

Having previously declared an interest. Councillor King left the meeting prior to the next item =
3.12pm

ACID44/2024: PLANNING UPDATE PER ACTION SHEET

Fead: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mr J McGilly, Assistant
Director of Regeneration, regarding a Planning Department
update. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by
Councillor Brennan, it was agreed to note the contents of
the Report, and that Officers continue to table quarterly
reports to update Members on progress or otherwise
against actions as contained within the Officer's Report.

Councillor King rejoined the meeting — 3.14pm

ACI045/2024: RECRUITMENT UPDATE PER ACTION SHEET

The update had been provided under ltem 17,

ACID4712024: LETTER TO NIAD RE NEWRY CITY CENTRE
REGENMERATION

Read: Report dated 23 May 2024 from Mrs J Kelly, Director of
Corporate Services, regarding a Letter to NIAQ. (Copy
circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by

Councillor Hanlon, it was agreed to note the following:

+ Response to the complaint correspondence to be
issued shortly after the Audit Committes

* The Notice of Mation was discussed at SPR on 16
May 2024 and after a full debate, it was agreed that
the Project should continue in line with the Dutline
Business Case and also in line with the other
recommendations made at the SPR as noted in the
officer's report.

= When the Full Business Case is completed for the
Mewry City Centre Regeneration Project, the
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updated projected capital costs will go to the
Programme Board, the SPR Committee and then to
full Council for approval.

MNIAD (CLOSED SESSION)

ACIDABI2024: AUDIT STRATEGY 2023124
Fead: Audit Strategy 2023-24 [Copy circulated)
AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor King, seconded by

Councillor O'"Hare, it was agreed to note the contents of
the Audit Strategy for 2023-24.

INTERNAL AUDIT (CLOSED SESSION)

ACI04912024; ASM SUMMARY REPORT

Read: summary Repart dated 23 May 2024 regarding & Summary Beport o
the Audit Committes,
(Copy circulated)

Councillor King left the meeting at this stage = 3,43pm

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the ASM
Summary Report,
It was also agreed on the proposal of Councillor Hanlon,
saconded by Councillor Sharvin, that the
recommendations contained with the ASM Summary
Report regarding Planning = Review of Overturned
Decisions be tabled at Party Reps Forum.

ACI0S50/2024: ASM ANNUAL ASSURANCE REPORT

Reard: Annual Assurance Report dated 21 May 2024 regarding the Annual
Assurance Report to the Audit Committee.
(Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor O'Hare it was agreed to approve the ASM
Annual Assurance Report.

Councillor Brennan left the meeting at this stage — 4.32pm

ACI05112024: INTERMAL AUDIT PLAN 2024/25
Read: Internal Audit Plan 2024/2%5 (Copy circulated)
AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by

Councillor Hanlon, it was agreed to accept the internal
Audit Plan 2024/25.
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Read:

AGREED:

ACI05212024:

Read:

AGREED:

ACI05312024:

Read:

AGREED:

ACI03412024:

Read:

AGREED:

ACI0S5/2024:

Read:

AGREED:
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ABSENCE MANAGEMENT REVIEW 2023/24
Absence Management 2023724 (Copy circulated)
On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by

Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the Absence
Management Review.

CONTRACTS MAMNAGEMENT REVIEW

Contract Management Review 2023724 [(Copy circulated)
On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by

Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the Contracts
Management Review 2023/24.

MMDDC COMPLIANCE CHECKING — FACILITIES REVIEW

MMDDC Compliance Checking — Facilities Review. ({Copy
circulated)

On the propeosal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by

Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the NMDDC
Compliance Checking = Facilities Review.

LABOUR MARKET PARTNERSHIP REVIEW

Labour Market Partnership Review 2023/24. (Copy circulated)
On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by

Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the Labour
Market Partnership Review,

PLANNING — REVIEW OF OVERTURNED DECISIONS

Flanning Review of Overturned Decisions. (Copy circulated)

On the proposal of Councillor Hanlon, seconded by
Councillor Sharvin, it was agreed to approve the Planning
Review of Overturned Decisions.
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72
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 4:37pm. -

For consideration al the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 3™ June 2024,

Signed: Ms J Kelly
Director Corporate Services

Signed: Mz B Slevin
Independent Chairperson

10
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NEWRY MOURNE AND DOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting held on
Thursday 30 May 2024 at 5.30pm in the Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre

In the Chair:

In Attendance in Chamber:

MNon=-Committee Members

In Attendance in Chamber:

Officials in Attendance
in Chamber:

Councillor 5 O'Hare

Councillor C Enright Councillor O Hanlon
Councillor T Howie Councillor A Lewis
Councillor D McAtear Councillor A Mathers
Councillor H Reilky Councillor G Sharvin

Councillor D Taylor

Councillor C Bowsie

Mrs M Ward, Chief Executive

Mrs J Kelly, Director of Corporate Services

Mr C Mallon, Director of Economy Regeneration & Tourism
Ms S Murphy, Director of Sustainability & Environment

Mr A Patterson, Director of Active B Healthy Communities
Ms 5 Taggart, Demacratic Services Manager (Acting)

Ms F Branagh, Demaocratic Services Officer

SPR/088/2024: APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Byrne, Howell, McEvoy, Quinn and Rice.

The Chairperson noted that under Standing Orders 4.3, the issues discussed were to be

considerad as a matter of urgency.

SPR/089/2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ITEMS RESTRICTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 6 OF THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (NI) 2014

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Howie, seconded by Councillor
Taylor, it was agreed to exclude the public and press from the
meeting during discussion on the following matters which
related to exempt information by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1
of Schedule & of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland)
2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person{including the Council holding that
information).

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Lewis, seconded by Councillor
Mathers, it was agreed the Committee come out of dosed

session.
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The Chairperson advised the following had been agreed whilst in closed session:

SPR/090/2024 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME
Read: Report dated 30 May from Mr Conor Mallon, Director Economy,

Regenaration and Tourism, regarding Financial Assistance
Programme. (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Lewis, seconded by
Councillor Taylor, it was agreed to take a short recess,

The meeting did then recess — 6.28pm

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Taylor, seconded by
Councillor Lewis, it was agreed to resume the meeting.

The mesting did then resume = 7.22pm

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Reilly, seconded by
Councillor Taylor, the following was agreed:

» to note the contents of the report and that a full
review of the financial assistance programme and
procedures, as agreed at ERT Committee in April
2024, will be carried out when Call 2 has been
closed;

» the re-allocation of a portion of the existing
Council’s Tourism Events Programme Budget to the
Tourist & Events Theme under Call 1 of the Financial
Assistance Programme as set out within the officer’s
report;

» that the Council will utilise Council budgets across
each directorate to a minimum level to meet the
financial shortfall of the Call 1 Financial Assistance
Programme. This will be actioned in the 2024/25
year but the review of financial assistance will
determine that the budget set at Rates process will
be the allocation available in future years. It is
noted that this will only apply to Call 1;

+« will write to the department for communities to ask
for any support they might provide to assist the
programme themes within the Financial Assistance,
recognising that Newry Mourne and Down is an area
of deprivation which has faced cuts in Rate Support
Grant in recent years;

« officers will table a report at SPR Committee on the
implications across Directorates.

Councillor Howie left the meeting during the above discussions — 6.44pm
Councillor Enright left the meeting during the above discussions — 7.15pm
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SPR/091/2024 SINGLE TENDER ACTION APPROVAL.

Read: Report dated 30 May 2024 from Ms S Murphy, Director of
Sustainability and Ervironment, regarding Single Tender Action
Approval, (Copy circulated)

AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Sharvin, seconded by
Councillor Hanlon, it was agreed to approve the Single
Tender Action as detailed in the Officer's Report.

Thera being no further business, the Meeting concluded at 7:31pm

For adoption at the Coundll Meeting to be held on Monday 3™ June 2024.

Signed: Councillor Siobhan O'Hare
Chairperson
Signed: Josephine Kelly

Director of Corporate Services
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THE SOMME ASSOCIATION

233 Bangor Road

Vice-President Mewtownards
The Viscount Brookeborough, DL BT23 TPH

Telephone 028 91823202
Chairman Facsimile (028 91823214
Mr Alan MeFarlnd Wehsite: wwrw. sommeassociation.com

Emailsommeassocialiongbieonnect.com
Diiresctor Face Book: The Semme Associabon
s Carol Walker MBE
Honorary Presdent:
H.E.H The Duke of Gloneester, BG, GCVO

Th May 2024
Marie Ward
Chief Exeeutive
Newry Mourmne and Down Enstrict
Council
Monaghan Row
Meowty
BT35 8D
Diear hvis Ward

May | on behalf of the Officers of the Somme Association, Invite representatives from your Counei! to attend the
services to commemorate the 108® Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme in France.

A Commemaoration Service shall be held at the Ulster Memonal Tower, Thuepval, France, at 14.530hrs on 1% July
2024 and at 16.30hrs at the 16™ (Irish) Divizion Memorial in the village of Guillemont.

For further assistance or if you have any questions, please email me al sommeassociation@bleonnect.com

Youwr Councils attendance would be greatly appreciated and | hope that representatives shall be able to attend.

Yours sincerely

{ousol bt

Carol Walker MBE i ek Coanthiran 1l '

Director Mhairn agus an Ol ﬁ ’
Meswms, Mo and Diowr
[isheict Coeaniil o, |

Date g MAY 2024

Chief Executive

Marie Ward

THE 50OMME ASSOCIATION. 15 A CORIPANY LIMITED BY GLOARANTEE

REG. OFFICE: CRADGAVOMN HOTEE, CERCULAR ROAD, BELFAST, BT1INA .
WAT Reg N G 9174505 45 g o ML 34100 ficg Chadhy S KRE4T4
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May 2024

To all APSE Northern Ireland member contacts

Dear Colleagues,

APSE Northern Ireland FREE Member Event ‘Enviro NI' and Annual General Meeting 2024
Thursday 6 June, 10.00te 15.00

| write to invite you to attend the APSE Northern Ireland Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2024, This
meeting will ke held at the Galgorm Hotel, Co Antrim,

Incorporating the AGM, APSE is holding a special seminar - FREE to attend for members. The seminar -
Erwvire NI - is designed to help those on the frontline stay on top of the latest legislative and
technological developments. Whether via: Waste management strategies; Investment in renewable
energy; Action on biodiversity; Transitioning to alternative fuel fleets. All APSE Northemn Ireland

memibers can attend this event FREE of charge. Speakers and booking information can be found here

Lunch will be provided for all seminar and AGM delegates at the rise of the AGM meeting at around
1pm allowing an opportunity for networking amongst our council colleagues from across APSE
Morthem Ireland.

Date and time: Thursday & June 10.00-15.00. (The AGM will begin at 12.30 prompt].
Galgorm Hotel, Co Antrim, BT42 1EA (Once registered to attend you will receive an Dutlook invite).

| attach a copy of the agenda.
The following items may be downloaded from the APSE Website

& APSE Constitution

Please ensure your authority is represented at the APSE Northern Ireland AGM. We particularly welcome
the involvement of elected members. The AGM is open to all councillors, officers and trade union
representatives from APSE member authorities and organisations. As the APSE Northern Ireland Chair
and Secretary and additional representatives to Mational Council are subject to biennial election
there are no elections to these positions this year.

If you wish to put a metion before the AGM or you wish to propose an amendment to the NI
Constitution, these must be received by Thursday 30 May. Please send any motions or proposed
amendments to Matt Ellis on mellis@apse.org.uk, A two thirds majority is required for any constitutional
amendments.

Please confirm your attendance using this link
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Agenda

1. Welcome to meeting
Cllr Terry Andrews, APSE Morthern Ireland Chair 2023-2025

2. Confirmation of National Council representatives 2024-2025 (this is a biennial issus
<0 no elections required at the AGM)

3. Finance Report and APSE Northern Ireland Accounts 2023-2024
Mao Baines, APSE Chief Executive

4. Annual Report of the Association
Mo Baines, APSE Executive APSE Head of Communication and Coordination

5. Annual Report of the Association in Northern Ireland

Mo Baines, APSE Chief Executive
6. APSE Northern Ireland - Proposed changes to NI Constitution or motions - if received
7. To reaffirm APSE support for nominatiens to the APSE Annual General Meeting for:

= One advisory group chair
= (Jne strategic forum chair

NE. APSE's AGM elects representatives from across its UK member guthorities to act as advisory group
or strategic forum chairs, In the interests of geogrophic, political and gender balance APSE Northern
ireland will ask for nominations for two positions ot its’ AGM to ensure that APSE Northern Ireland is
able to put forward rominations to the AGM in September 2024. The nominations for Advisory Group
and Strategic Forum chairs is the property of APSE's AGM.

7. Any other business

8. Closing Remarks

Please confirm your attendance using this link

And please do forward the link to colleagues in your council

Matt Ellis, APSE Principal Advisor for Northern Ireland
On behalf of Clir Terry Andrews, APSE Morthemn Ireland Chair and

Ellen Cavanagh, APSE Northern lreland Secretary
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Report to: Counil

Date of Meeting: 3 June 2024

Subject: Correspondence to Councll

Reporting Officer Mrs M Ward, Chief Executive

{Including Job Title): E— , :
Contact Officer Ms S Taggart, Democratic Services Manager {Acting)
(Including Job Title):

Confirm how this Report should be treated by placing an x in either:-

| For decision | x | For noting only | |

1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1 To provide an update on correspondence received for attention of Coundcil.

2.0 Key issuas

2.1
This paper refers to correspondence to be brought to the attention of Council. Ttems are
referred toin 3.0 below.

3.0 Recommendations
That Council considers and notes the following correspondence:

3.1 Correspondence from Derry and Strabane District Council
Council received correspondence from Derry and Strabane District Council in refation to a
Motice of Motion, Autism Strategy . Refer to Appendix 1.

3.2 Correspondence from Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

Council received a respanse from Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs in relation o SC/006/2024 following Special Council Mesting on 25 March 2024 in
relation to NIEA Sharing Information Protocol, Refer to Appendix 2.

3.3 Correspondence from Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities

Council received a response from Department for Levelling Up, Houwsing and Communities
in relation to C/078/2024 Notice of Motion, Trish Language Resource Centre Glar Uachtar

Tire. Refer to Appendix 3.

34 Correspondence from Home Office

Councll recelved a response from the Home Office in relation to C/0B0/ 2024 Notice of
Motion, Fisheries and Aquacuiture Industries and Seasonal Worker Visa Route. Refer to
appendix 4.
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3.5 Correspondence from Department of Finance

Council received a response from Department of Finance in relation C/098/2024 Motice of
Motion, Baby Loss. Refer to appendix 5.

3.6 Correspondence from Minister for Health

Council received a response from Minister for Health In relation Cf099/2024 Notice of
Motion, Baby Loss. Refer to appendix 6.

3.7 Correspondence from Department for Communities

Council received a respanse from Department for Communities in relation C/093/2024
Motice of Mation, Arts Sector. Refer to appendix 7.

4.0 Resource implications
4.1 Mot applicable.
5.0 Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete

the relevant sections)

5.1 General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connaction to, specific
egquality and good relations outcomes

It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon equality of E
opportunity or good relations

5.2 Prﬁ;pasaj' relates to the introduction of a sﬁ%i;é}ﬁ poficy mm.-e;brmarpram:'s
and / or sensitive or contentioius decision

":‘ESD Nn

If yeas, please complate the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality m
screenad

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and [ or dedsion) will be subject ta D
eguality screening prior to implementation

5.3 Proposal initiatimg consulftation

Consultation will seak the views of those directly affected by the propasal, address
barriers for particular Saction 75 equality categories to participate and allow ]
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themsahves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

L]

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

[]
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Ratianate:

6.0

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or ravising a policy /
strategy / plan / designing and/or delivering a public service

*fe:sf] Nn

If yes, please complete the following:

Rural Meeds Impact Assessment completed

If no, please complete the following:

The policy / strategy [ plan / public service is not influenced by rural neads

Appendices

Appendix 1: Derry and Strabane District Council

Appendix 2: Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Appendix 3: Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
Appeandix 4: Home Office

Appendix 5: Department of Finance

Appendix 6: Minister for Health

Appendix 7: Department for Communities

Background Documents

None
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Our Ref TI/C216/24
9 May 2024
Dear Chief Executive

At a Meeting of Derry City and Strabane District Council held on 24 April 2024, the
fallowing Motion was passed:

That this Council acknowledges the unacceptable waiting times for autism
assessments in the North of Ireland, causing significant hardship and
developmental delays.

Council recognises that early intervention is critical for developing key skills in
children with autism, yet the backlog hinders timely support, impacting
individual potential and straining educational and healthcare services.

Council resolve to formally write to the Minister of Education and the Minister
for Health to urgently develop and present a comprehensive business case
outlining specific, actionable strategies to address and resolve this backlog
including a detailed analysis of its impacts, clear reduction targets, proposed
measures for ongoing assessments, and the necessary financial and staffing
resources.

This plan should involve and support families throughout the process.
Council demands immediate action and insists on a collaberative effort among

the Minister for Health, Minister for Education, and Minister for Finance,
together with key stakeholders to develop a detailed report on the business case
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and action plan, including a clear implementation timeline, within this mandate
period to immediately address and resolve the existing backlog.

Council will seek collaboration from ALL NI councils to support this call pledging
to facilitate and support the development of the business case and action plan.

| would appreciate your consideration in this impartant matter and would be grateful
for a response at your earliest opportunity.

Yours Sincerely

fg—fﬁm v‘iaﬂ

Councillor Patricia Logue
Mayor
Derry City and Strabane District Council

Dy iy & Stkere Mayor's Parlour Telephone / Guthan: -44 [23] 7137 L4508
Soairind ¢ mam b E s - y
s Guitdhall, Derry BT48 DG Email / R-phost: mayor@der~ystrahane.com
érhu.T;u-::mLem d |'.'l
F Parlis an Mheara WAL E'f'!fﬂtl'& ane._com
""""" * Hzlla n3 Cathrach, Dore, TS0 600 f mayordesde

W amayondosic



From the Office of the
Minister of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs

Marie Ward

Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council.

Downpatrick Office,
Downshire Civic Centre,
Downshire Estate,

Back to Agenda
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DAERA Private Office
First Floor, Clare House
303 Airport Road West
Sydenham Intake
Belfast, BT3 9ED

Ardglass Road, Downpatrick, Telephone: 028 9052 4140

BT30 &G0 Email: private.office@daera-ni.gov.uk
fionnuala branagh@nmandd.org
democratic.servicesigi nmandd.org

Your ref: SCHO0G2024
Qur ref: COR-1189-2024
Date: 9 May 2024

Dear Marie,
Morthern Ireland Environment Agency Information Sharing Protocol

Thank you for your letter of 16 April 2024, relating to the proposal taken by council members
during the special council meeting held in Downpaltrick on 25 March 2024, This proposal is
requesting that | examine the legislative framework with a view to creating a mechanism for
the Morthern Ireland Environment Agency (MIEA) to share issues with relevant landlords
and stakeholders in a redacted format.

Given the context of the meeting and your correspondence, | presume that 'shared issues’
refers 1o reports and assessments produced by the NIEA in respect of the regulation of
authorised waste management facilities.

Departmental records in relation o the determination and regulation of an authorised waste
management facility are retained in a records management system. Some of these records
form part of a public register (Article 34 of the Waste and Contaminated Land Order 1997)
and upon request, subject to data protection restrictions, can be viewed. These records may
also be available through a reguest made to the department under the Freedom of
Information Act andlor the Environmental Information Regulations.

Given the above | would not intend to examine any changes o the legislative frameworl,

Yours sincerely

Tz,

ANDREW MUIR MLA
Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

Sustainability at the heart of a living. working, active landscape valued by everyone.

If you are deaf or have a heanng difficulty you can
INVESTORS IN PECPLE

contact the Department via the MNext Generation Text
We invest in peaple Standand

Relay Sepdice by dialling 18001 + telephone fumber,
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%3 Jacob Young MP
m Minister for Lewvalling Up
2 Margham Street

Department for Levelling Up,  Lendn o
Housing & Communities

Yeur Refarence. CIOTE5Z024
Our reference: MOC2024/10213
Mare Ward

Chief Executive

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
'Hagan House, Monaghan Row

Newry, BT35 8DJ

VT May 24
Dear Marie,

Thank you for your email of 16 April to the Secretary of State, the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP,
about Glor Uachtar Tire. | am responding as the Minister responsible for this policy area.

Glér Uachtar Tire was awarded £204 316 in December 2022 fo support its 12-maonth
programme to purchase and renovate a former bank building and operate it az a community
hub. The former bank building was then taken off the market by the vendor and the organisation
was granted its first project change in September 2023 to buy a different local property and
scale back the ambition as to what could be delivered in terms of addibonalty (e.g. café,
cutside space). The group was paid in October 2023 so that it could buy this new premises

In November 2023, a second project change request was approved to give Glar Uachtar Tire
further ime to purchase and renovate the premises. The group said that it would purchase the
premises in January 2024 and deliver refurbishments by the end of February 2024, The
organisation then requested a third project change for additional time, as it had not started or
delivered since receiving its second project change in November 2022

The group was informed via its grant manager in March 2024 that it would not receive a third
project change, as the Community Ownership Fund's (COF) eligibility criteria state that projects
must be able to deliver within 12 months and Glor Uachtar Tire was awarded funding on that

basis. Glor Uachtar Tire had already been granted additional time to deliver, over this 12-maonth
requirement.

| understand that Glar Uachtar Tire is disappointed with this outcome; however, there is never
any guarantee that project change requests will be granted for any project. In total, Glar
Uachtar Tire has been paid £117,500 by the COF to support the purchase of a premises, as
well as attendant costs. The COF has ensured that the organisation has bean able o buy a
usable premise.

Thank you for writing on this important matter,

‘3 v' 3
e ACOB YOUNG MP

Minister for Levelling Up
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@ Direct Commumications Unit  Tel: 020 7035 4248
Home Office ﬂg;ﬁm Sireat www. homeoffice.gov.uk
SWi1P 4DF

Marie Ward

MNewry Office

O'Hagan House,

Maonaghan Row,

Mewry

BTas &DJ

DECS Reference: TROMA33IB0L24
Your Reference: C/080/2024

26 April 2024

Dear Marie Ward,

Thank you for your letter of 16 April 2024 addressed to the Prime Minister about the
Seasonal Worker visa route. Your leller was transferred to the Home Office on 24 April
2024, and | have been asked tci reply., |

The Seasonal Worker immigration route is specifically designed to support the UK
norficulture and poultry sectars, both sectors which typically require higher velumes of
labour, for relatively short-term periods of time, in line with seazonal production peaks.
The route is not designed to support non-seasonal roles, operating on a year-round basis,
such as fishing or fish processing. | am-not persuaded that the labour need is seasonal,
aven if there is a seasonal dimansion to activity in the sector, it is not clear the workforce
itself is seasonal.

The Government regularly monitors labour market data to review the labour needed in
different sectors. There are, however, are no plans to extend the scope of the Seasonal
Warker route or the maximum visa grant beyond the existing six months. Employers
should look to recruit from the domestic labour market In the first instance which Includes
those who have EU settled status {over 5.2 million people) ta fill vacancies such as those
descriped in your correspondence,

In April 2022, the Government announced bespoke arangements for the fishing sector to
assist them in obtaining sponsor licenses and visas for fishermen. The support includes a
direct point of contact in UKVI and expedited processing of licenses and visas at no extra
cost. The Government is committed to maintaining this support for the sector and has
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seen an uptake of fishermen successfully using the Skilled Worker route since the extra
support was announced. This is a very good visa offering which is not replicated for other
seciors,

On 17 January, we commissioned the Migration Advisory Commiitee (MAC) to carry out a
rapid review of the Shortage Occupation List (SOL) to inform which occupations should be
tempaorarily added to an Immigration Salary List (ISL).

In that review they recommended removing jobs in the fishing industry due to concerns
over migrant exploitation.

The Government rejected the MAC's recommendations and in its response o the MAC
noted — and shared - the MAC's concerns about exploitation in the sector and the limited
evidence of its efforts to recuce reliance on immigration. These are issues which need fo
be addressed, however, we believed that the sector needed further support o solve them
including identifying what other (non-mmigration) support can be provided to the sector to
help. The decision not to remove the salary threshold discount, means employers in the
calching sector only have to meet the new £30,960 =alary lovel.

Yours sincerely,
. .;_"
L TLA
FP S Carson

Email: Public. Enquiries@homeoffice.gov.uk

=




From the Minister of Finance

Mane Ward
Chief Executive
Oifig an air
Mewry Office
O'Hagan House
fonaghan Row
Newry BT35 8DJ

Marie, a chara

NOTICE OF MOTION - BABY LOSS

Back to Agenda

I'sappasirrmend i
Finance
M Boim
Airgeadais

Privata Office

2rd Elaar

Clane House

303 Adrport Road West

BELFAST

BT2 9ED

Tal: 028 9087 G236
Email: privale.officei@finance-nigov.uk

Your reference:; CI000/3024
Cur reference:  GM-1317-2024
Date: 24 May 2024

Thank you for your letter of 14 May 2024, in which you relayed the discussion which
the Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council recently held regarding the maotion on

baby loss in Northern Ireland.

| have read your letter and | wanted o thank you for the unanimous support that
Council members are lending to this important work. As | had opportunity to say in
the: Chamber recently, the loss of a baby is a tragic thing for any family to
experience. |t is nght that we should do everything in our power to support those who
have had to endure this pain. Although a certificate cannot reverse or undo the pain
which baby loss inflicts on women and on families, the introduction of a voluntary
Baby Loss Cerificate Scheme may help many of them to process their loss.

As you will likely be aware, | have directed my officials to examine how a scheme of
this nature would work in our context, | have also directed that they should work with
the Department of Health in bringing this forward, and | will ensure you are kept

informed as we prograss this important work,

Is mise le meas,

(st

DR CAOIMHE ARCHIBALD MLA

MINISTER OF FINANCE
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FROM THE MINISTER OF HEALTH

) Segarlinent ol

Bl .

o el
#f Health
2 Ay Rginn Shamie

tAnMElia O Pous) e

Marie Ward _
Chief Exacutive rsifsllc Emllsl:i:gs
- " ormignt Esiale
Newry, Moume and Down District Council BELEAST, BT4 35Q
i Tel: 028 2052 2556
Dionna. Starkeyi@mnandd. org Email: private officei@health-ni gov uk

democratic services@Enmandd org

Your Ref: CI008/2024
Our Ref: COR-1648-2024
Dale: 5('_} Mey 2024

Wi

BABY LOSS CERTIFICATE SCHEME AND PAEDIATRIC PATHOLOGY SERVICE

Dear

Thank you for your correspondence of 14 May 2024, regarding the establishment of a Baby
Loss Certificate Scheme for MNorthem Ireland for parents who have lost a baby during
pregnancy before 24 weaeks.

| recognige the impact that pragnancy loss at any slage can have on parents and welcome
the recent introduction of pre-24-week pregnancy loss cerificates in England.

My Department will continue to engage with their counterparts in the Deparlment of Health
and Soclaf Care in England as the new system i= embedded there, with a view to
understanding whether it might be possible to Implement such a scheme in Morthern lreland,
including any associated costs.

Following a debale in the Assembly on 15 April regarding baby loss certificates and the
paediatric pathology service, it has been agreed that my officials will work with their
counterparts in the Department of Finance's General Register Office to consider the
introduction of such a scheme in Northem Ireland.

Officialz have now meat on a number of occasions and will continue to liaise to consider the
Introduction of a scheme for Northern Ireland.

With regards to paediatric pathology, Alder Hey NHS Trust in Liverpocl continues to provide
an interim paediatric pathology service for Northern Ireland families. This arrangement has
been in place since 3 January 2019, when the service in Belfast became unsustainable
following the resignation of the sole paediatric pathologist in Northern Ireland.

Significant afforts have been made to retain a seniace within Morthern Ireland; however,
access to perinatal and paediatric pathelogy services remains under considerable pressure
across the UK and globally due o a national shortage of pasdiatric pathologists.

Waorking for & Heallhier People



Agenda 14.0 / Appendix 6 Response from Minister of Health C 099 2024 Baby... Back to Agenda

My Department remains committed 1o progressing scoping wark with the Depariment of

Hesith in lreland 1o explore the feasibility of an all-island approach to these services, m
Progressing the feasibility assessment would require the commitment of Governments in

both jurisdictions to proceed.

In the meantime, my Department's priority is to ensure that bereaved parents receive
pathology reports as guickly as possible through the current arrangements with Alder Hey
Children's Hospital, which will continue to guarantee Northern Irelanc families access to the
full range of high quality, reliable and timely paediatric pathology services.

| trust you find this information helpful.

Yours sincerely

Bishon

Mike Meshitt MLA
Minister of Health

Warking for a Healthier People
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Culture ALE Sponsorship Branch
Causeway Exchange

1-7 Bedford Sireet

Belfast

BT2 TEG

E-mail: cullureaibsponscrshpi@commurnibies-
iy Lk

Dur ref: TOF-1421-2024

Dade: 30 May 2024

Marie Ward

Chief Executive

Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council
Mewry Office

O'Hagan House

Monaghan Row

MNewry BT35 20J

Via email: Donna. Starkey@nmandd.org; democratic services@nmandd.org

Dear Marie,

NOTICE OF MOTION — ARTS SECTOR CALLS

Thank you for your follow-up letter of 14 May to Mimster Gaordon Lyons providing an update
from the Council Meeting on 7 May. | have been asked to reply on his behall.

| can confirm that the NI Executive has now agreed the 2024/25 budget however budget
allocations within this Depariment are not yet settied and therefore | cannat provide you
with any details at this stage.

The financial outlook for this year is extremely challenging, however, | can assure you that
the Department recognises the wide range of benefits that the arts deliver and will continue
to reflect that in the allocations that we are able 1o provide,

Yours sincerely,

IAIN GREENWAY
Director of Culture
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Owr ref: INV-1624-2024
3 June 2024
Marie a chara,

THE INCLUSION OF COUNTIES ARMAGH & DOWN IN IRELAND'S ANCIENT
EAST

Thank you for your email of 20 May 2024 inviting me to meet with the Council to
discuss the inclusion of Counties Armagh and Down in Ireland’s Ancient East.

I would be delighted to attend, subject to any urgent Morthern Ireland Assembly
business that | may be called o at short nolice.

My Diary Manager, Nichola Bewley, will be in touch to make the necessary
arrangements.
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Conor Murphy MLA
Minister for the Economy



