
March 3rd, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 3rd March 2025 at 
6:00 pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 3 February
2025
For Information

Action Sheet 2025 02 03.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3 February 2025
For Approval

Council Minutes 2025 02 03.pdf Page 6

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 10 February 2025
For Approval

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-02-10.pdf Page 20

6.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 13 February 2025
For Approval

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-02-13.pdf Page 24

7.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 17 February 2025
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 02 17.pdf Page 30

8.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 19 February 2025
For Approval

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_02_19.pdf Page 41



 

9.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

10.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2025 03 03.pdf Page 50

 

10.1  Response from Department of Education: Notice of Motion, Support for
Young People with Special Educational Needs over 19

For Information
Response from Minister of Education re NOM Special Educational Need over 19.pdf Page 53

10.2  Correspondence from Department for Communities: Storm Éowyn
Response

For Information
Letter from Department for Communities re Storm Eowyn Response.pdf Page 55

10.3  Correspondence from Minister of Health: NOM Residential Rehabilitation
Services

For Information
Response from Minister of Health re  NOM Residential Rehabilition Service.pdf Page 57

10.4  Response from Minister for Infrastructure: Newry Southern Relief Road

For Information
Response from Minister for Infrastructure re Newry Southern Relief Road.pdf Page 61

10.5  Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes

For Information
Housing Council Minutes - 9th January 2025.pdf Page 62

Housing Council Minutes - 12th December 2024.pdf Page 67

Notices of Motion



11.0  Notice of Motion - Newcastle Lifeboat Station

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Clarke:

“The Newcastle Lifeboat Station, established in 1825, has been a cornerstone of maritime safety in South
Down for two centuries. The station has played a pivotal role in saving countless lives and supporting the
wellbeing of sea farers in our community. This year is the 200th anniversary of its formation, it is fitting that
we, as a council, formally recognise and celebrate this significant milestone”.

12.0  Notice of Motion - Arts Funding Distribution

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finn: 

"NMDDC expresses its deep concern at the lack of equitable distribution of funding for the arts across the
North; with particular concern that while Belfast City Council received 71% of all Arts Council funding in the
year 2023/24, Newry Mourne and Down Council received a mere 3.18%, further expresses its support for
local creative artists, and agrees to write to the Communities Minister Gordon Lyons MLA calling on him to
review the current allocation of resources to deliver a more equitable distribution of resources, and to better
help support and sustain the arts across the North regardless of geographical area".

13.0  Notice of Motion - Learning Disability Service Model

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews: 

"Expressing our deep concern at the lack of delivery from the Department of Health of the learning
Disability Service Model which would greatly help to deliver a more regional approach to delivering better
service availability for those with a learning disability , Newry, Mourne & Down District Council expresses
our solidarity and support with those who have a learning disability ,their families and health practitioners
who contributed to establishing this model and have been waiting for the new service model.

Council will write to the Minister of Heath Mike Nesbitt MLA calling for the publication of
the report without delay and the immediate implementation of what is being
recommended with adequate funding to deliver a such a vital service to so many".

14.0  Notice of Motion - Fishing Industry Visa and Enhancement
Support

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Sharvin:

"This Council expresses its continued support for those who work in the fishing industry, noting with
concern the continued lack of progress to deliver easier access to skilled worker visas, and expressing its
disapproval at the lack of progress to deliver the outcomes within the Fisheries and Seafood Development
Programme. This Council agrees to writing to the DAERA Minister Andrew Muir MLA calling for enhanced
working with his UK counterpart to deliver greater ease of access and affordability of the skilled worker
visa, and to review the outcomes within the FSDP and outline what projects can be delivered upon in the
next financial year".
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