
January 13th, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 13th January 2025 at 
6:00 pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 2
December 2024
For Information

Action Sheet 2024 12  02.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2 December 2024
For Approval

Council Minutes 2024 12 02.pdf Page 6

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 25 November 2024
For Approval

Special Council Minutes - 2024-11-25.pdf Page 21

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 9 December 2024
For Approval

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2024 12 09.pdf Page 39

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 12 December 2024
For Approval

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2024-12-12.pdf Page 45

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 16 December 2024
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2024 12 16.pdf Page 50



9.0  Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting
held on 18 December 2024
For Approval

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2024_18.12.pdf Page 55

Correspondence

10.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2025 01 13.pdf Page 62

 

10.1  Correspondence received from Lady Chief Justice's Office and the
Minister of Finance

Ward Marie (N M  D District Council) - Correspondence (16 Dec 24) - LCJO
Response - 17.12.24.pdf

Page 65

Letter from Minister Archibald DoF - non-molestation orders.pdf Page 66

10.2  Correspondence received from Ards & North Down Borough Council
Letter to Councils - Nappy Collection Scheme.pdf Page 68

10.3  Correspondence received from Planning Appeals Commission
Letter from Planning Appeals Commission.pdf Page 69

Notices of Motion

11.0  Notice of Motion - Newry Mourne and Down District an
Apartheid-Free Zone Declaration

Notice of Motion from Councillor King: 

"This Council endorses the recent findings of Amnesty International (December 2024), which conclude that
Israel is committing genocide against Palestinians in Gaza and upholding a system of apartheid. In
response to these grave violations of international law and human rights, this Council declares Newry,
Mourne & Down District an Apartheid-Free Zone. By making this declaration, we commit to opposing all
forms of apartheid and systemic oppression and to ensuring our policies and practices align with the
principles of justice, equality, and human rights for all. This commitment is a stand of solidarity with
oppressed communities worldwide and a step towards fostering a more just and equitable global society."



12.0  Notice of Motion - Sharing Financial Information with other
Councils to tackle Climate Change

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright:

"Council notes its declaration of Climate Emergency in 2019 and the slow pace of progress in tackling this
issue since then. 

Council commits to finding and sharing knowledge on best practice projects with other Councils to both
tackle climate change and to benefit the financial situation Council and Ratepayer.

Council notes that other Councils like West Suffolk, Dundee, Warrington and many others have generously
shared detailed financial figures on best practice with Newry Mourne and Down District Council and other
Councils across these islands. 

Our Council undertakes to adopt a policy of also generously sharing all knowledge on ways of reducing
cost, increasing revenues and broadening the rates base with a view to helping other councils identify
financial opportunities arising from tackling the Climate Crisis”.

13.0  Notice of Motion - Residential Rehabilitation Service

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Larkin:

'This Council notes with grave concern the 2024 report from NISRA on drug-related and drug misuse
deaths, which found a significant increase in the number of deaths attributed to drugs and alcohol. This
Council further notes the intrinsic connection between isolation, social deprivation, poverty, addiction and
mental health issues. 

This Council acknowledges with concern the NISRA figures which show that drug related deaths are
highest among 25-34 year olds.

This Council calls on the Minister for Health, in co-operation with the Executive Ministerial Committee for
Public Health, to urgently implement the provisions aimed at harm prevention, harm reduction and tackling
addiction within the Substance Use Strategy 2021-31, including plans to develop a residential rehabilitation
service in a regionally strategic location; and further calls on the Executive to commit to providing
appropriate subsequent resources in the 2024-25 Budget for the Department of Health.'

14.0  Notice of Motion - Young People with Special Educational
Needs Over 19

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Howie:

'This Council expresses its concern over the absence of legislation in Northern Ireland that provides legal
protection and support for young people over the age of 19 with Special Educational Needs (SEN). This
lack of statutory provision stands in contrast to existing protections in England and Wales, where legislation
ensure that young people with SEN continue to receive the necessary support and resources to thrive in
education, training and beyond. Council recognises that this legislative gap leaves many young people and
their families in Northern Ireland without the assurances and protections afforded elsewhere in the UK.
Council therefore will write to the Ministers for Communities, Economy, Education and Health requesting
urgent action to enact the required legislation that will ensure legal protection and support for young people



over the age of 19 with SEN.'

15.0  Notice of Motion - 80th Anniversary of VE & VJ Day

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hanna:

'This Council, in 2025, recognises the 80th anniversary of the end of WW2 on 8th May in Europe (VE Day)
and VJ Day, surrender of Japan, 14th August 1945. These two days are major events in the history of the
world, and this Council establishes a task and finish working group to plan and prepare for this momentous
year.

As a Council we recognise the significant sacrifice of millions of allied troops who gave their lives in the
cause of freedom, and we commit to ensuring their achievements are recognised in an appropriate way. 

We further propose that council follow, as far as possible, the official VE Day and VJ Day programme of
events and Council officers bring back a report to the working group with costings for consideration.'

 

16.0  Notice of Motion - Vital Role of Trees

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"This Council recognises the vital role of trees in enhancing the health and well-being of people and
communities, addressing climate change, and supporting biodiversity; commits to raising awareness
among residents about these benefits and to actively support efforts to plant and protect the right trees in
the right places and for the rights reasons, ensuring that everyone can share in the benefits trees provide;
and, will commit to exploring how we can education and raise awareness of trees, the role they play in all
our lives across Newry, Mourne and Down District Council."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Mr Caolain Boyd

Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Lorraine/Emma Burns/McParland

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Mr Conor Haughey

Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Tierna Howie

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor
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Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Jonathan McGilly

Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Cllr Declan Murphy



Sinead Murphy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Cllr Michael Ruane

Mr Conor Sage

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Mrs Amanda Smyth

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Cllr David Taylor
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Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward

Cllr Helena Young
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